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ADVERTISEMENT. 



The Editor of the following Discourses is very sensible 
that some apology may be required for obtruding on 
the public a Volume of Sermons from the pen of a 
Clergyman so little known, beyond the circle of his 
immediate acquaintance^ as the individual whose name 
they bear. If the value, however, of a Christian Minis- 
ter's labours is to be estimated, rather by their intrinsic 
excellence than by either the period of their duration 
or the extent of the sphere he occupied, this little 
Volume will not, it is hoped, prove an unacceptable 
addition to the numerous Publications, of a similar 
kind, daily issuing from the Press. 

The writer was, in truth, a person of no ordinary 
talents; and was well qualified for the sacred office by 
sound learning and an intimate acquaintance with the 
Sacred Scriptures, which were his constant study. He 
was a laborious Pastor, and a diligent writer of Sermons ; 
of which he left behind him a much larger number 



Tl 

than might have been expected from one who exercised 
his ministry for so short a time, and who had frequently 
to struggle against the debilitating effects of the disease 
which finally terminated his useful life and labours. 
He died in the thirty-third year of his age, " full of faith 
and of the Holy Ghost," and meekly relying on the grace 
and intercession of that adorable Saviour whom it had 
been his joy to preach, as the sikneb's only hope." 



N.B-~The {Profits, if any, arising from the Sale of theie 
Sennons, will be appropriated to religious or charitable purposes. 
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Jeremiah ti. 16. 
" Thus saith the Lord, stand ye in the ways, 

AND see, and ask FOR THE OLD PATHS, WHERE IS 
THE GOOD WAY, AND WALK THEREIN, AND YE SHALL 
FIND REST FOR YOUR SOULS." 

One of the most striking signs of the times in which 
we live, is the wide and rapid diffusion of knowledge 
in its various branches ; and were this kept pace with 
by the spread of sound religious principle, it might 
then be a matter for thankfulness and rejoicing. It 
is but too obvious, however, that this is very far from 
being the case, and that instead of sound and whole- 
some doctrine, what is new and exciting in religion 
is very generally sought for with as much avidity, as 
what is new in philosophy or science. At such a 
time it is a fact well worthy of our attention, that — 
whilst in scientific and intellectual pursuits, we may, 
from the constitution of man, reasonably look for a 
steady and continued, if not a rapid, progression, — in 
the knowledge of God and of the things that concern 
our everlasting peace, if we would be safe^ we must 
be content to be comparatively stationary. "To write 

B 
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the same things to you,^ said St Paul to the Philip- 
pians, ^^ to me indeed is not grievous, but for you it 
is safe.'* 

In all those branches of knowledge which de- 
pend for their growth upon the ingenuity, the expe- 
rience, and the reasoning powers of man, (such, for 
instance, as discoveries in science and natural philo- 
sophy, and the application of new principles to ma- 
chinery, agriculture, and other arts ;) in such things 
we are moving, as it were, down a broad expansive 
stream which carries us continually onward, opening 
a field for speculation and discovery, as boundless 
as the ocean itself. But in the pursuit of religious 
knowledge our course lies in a contrary direction. 
There we traverse the stream upwards to its source : 
the further we get from the fountain-head, the greater 
danger is there that the water may have lost some- 
thing of its native purity ; and in order to correct 
it and ensure a genuine supply, we must be ever 
drawing from those pure springs which God has 
graciously opened to us in his own revealed word, — 
in the doctrines and practices of the Apostolic age. 
The same weighty truths and practical lessons which 
so continually fell from the lips of our blessed Lord 
and his holy Apostles, must be sounded in our ears 
again and again, with line upon line, and precept 
upon precept. And be assured, my brethren, that 
those, whether individuals or churches, who can best 
relish and are most habitually swayed by them, are in 
the safest and healthiest state. This principle of 
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recurrence to ancieut doctrines and practices for the 
regulation both of their belief and their conduct, is 
what the prophet Jeremiah is commissioned bj God 
to urge upon his countrymen in my text 

The Jews both as a church and people, had 
wandered very far from the safe path in which God 
would have led them. They had given themselves 
up to sordid covetousness and wickedness of every 
kind. Their very priests and prophets, as we learn 
from the context, instead of setting themselves as a 
rock to stem the torrent of iniquity, had been willingly 
carried away by it Instead of probing the con- 
sciences and exposing the sins of the people com- 
mitted to their charge, they had humoured them for 
the sake of gain or popularity, by slightly healing 
their spiritual wounds, crying Peace, peace, when 
there was no peace. For all this the anger of the 
Lord was kindled against them ; yet in order to leave 
no means untried to save them from the judgments 
with which they were threatened, the prophet is still 
commanded to go and exhort them to seek out the 
^^ good old ways,'' which Moses and their more an- 
cient prophets had pointed out to them ; those ways 
which were marked by the steps of the patriarchs, 
and in which their forefathers had afterwards trodden 
when, under the guidance of Jehovah, they had tri- 
umphed over their enemies, and taken possession of 
the promised land. By so doing they were assured 
they might still recover their former favorable posi- 
tion, and find rest to their souls. 
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Such was the immediate occasion on which the 
words of my text were uttered by the prophet. But 
the principle involved in them, — that of recurrence to 
primitive doctrine and usages for the reformation 
of a Church or people — is not confined in its appli- 
cation to the period just referred to, or to any other. 
It is equally applicable in one age as in another ; in 
matters of discipline and practice, as in matters of 
doctrine. It is, in fact, precisely the principle on 
which the Church of England has acted ever since 
she determined, at the commencement of the Reform- 
ation, to throw off the yoke and corruptions of Po- 
pery. As this is a subject in which we are all per- 
sonally interested, it is the duty of Christ's ministers 
to bring it before their hearers from time to time. 
Let us, therefore, inquire how the Church of England 
has applied this sound and excellent principle : — 
I. — In regard to her doctrine* 
II. — In regard to her government and discipline. 

We shall thus, I trust, become better acquaint- 
ed with the superior claims she has upon our venera- 
tion and love. 

I. — First, then, we are to enquire how the 
Church of England has applied this principle in 
regard to her doctrine. I need scarcely remind you, 
that, for some centuries before the Reformation, the 
Church of England had been in close connection 
with the Church of Rome. This, however, was not 
always the case. Christianity — we learn from good 
authority, (Bede quoted by Hooker, Book w.^— was 
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first planted in Britain before the end of the second 
century from the birth of Christ, or within less than 
a hundred years of the Apostles' times. And when 
about 400 years afterwards, Augustine, a missionary 
from Rome, landed on these shores, he foimd a Chris- 
tian Church already in existence, small indeed in 
point of numbers, yet regularly organized under the 
government of Bishops, and with the two other orders 
of Ministers — Priests and Deacons. Through the 
powerful preaching of Augustine, the British Church 
rapidly increased in numbers and efficiency; and 
from that time forth her connection with the Church 
of Rome and her subjection to the Pope were con- 
firmed. Hence, all the deadly errors and heresies 
which that Church put forth, in order to maintain 
her influence over men's minds, were adopted by, or 
forced upon, the Church of England ; and she gia- 
dually became as corrupt in doctrine and practice as 
any other branch of the Romish Church. This state 
of things continued up to the time of the Reform- 
ation, rather more than 800 years ago. Not that 
our Church was without some witnesses to the truth, 
and some bold denouncers of Popish error, even 
before that period ; but they were comparatively rare. 
At length, however, — roused .by the infamous sale of 
pardons and indulgences,— the heroic Luther, from his 
cell in Saxony, raised a cry that startled all Chris- 
tendom, and made the seat of Popery tremble to its 
foundations. It was then that England caught the 
spirit of the Reformation ; and God being pleased, at 
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the same time, to over-role the measures of a passion* 
ate and wayward monarch to the good of His Chnrchy 
by leading him, — though not from the best of mo- 
tives, — to favour this great cause, a general nv>vement 
was made, and the spiritual thraldom in which the na« 
tion had so long been held, was effectually thrown off. 
It was not, however, by rash and hasty changes, 
or by schismatical separation from the Catholic 
Church, that this great end was accomplished. No : 
the Church of England was remodelled by the long 
and carefiQ labours of men as distinguished for sound 
practical wisdom, and for deep and extensive learn- 
ing, as they were for exalted piety and virtue ; — men 
as jealous of needless innovation, as anxious to 
retain every thing, in the way of doctrine and dis- 
cipline, that was really valuable and essential to the 
Catholic and Apostolic Church, as they were deter- 
mined to cast out all that was false, and vain, and 
worthless. In endeavouring to point out somewhat 
more in detail, how the Reformers of our Church 
proceeded in their work, I shall not pretend to ob- 
serve the precise order in which they dealt with the 
eiTors of Romaniam ; but merely shew you, by a 
'^^^^^rice to some particular doctrines which were 
r We^^'^r^^^' ^^^' ^®y carried out the great princi- 

Uot^^^^^''''^* iirst of all, ifc^ *<>««*«* Inf««i- 
we ChxTclx of Itoxne, i.«M ^® assxmied im- 
J of that Cl^xM:Krc^ being ia ertoi in any of 
'^«s in mattex-s ^x^jierof doctrine ot puctice. 



8EBM0N I. 15 

This is assamed by the Romish Church, in order 
to support her claim to the absolute sway which she 
exercises over the consciences of her members; and 
it was, of course, the first obstacle to be overcome in 
escaping firom her tyranny. For if you place your- 
self under the guidance of one, whom you acknow- 
ledge to be altogether incapable of error, you stand 
self-condemned, if you refuse to obey, and abide 
not by all his decisions. Our Reformers, therefore, 
brought the assumed infallibility of Rome to the test 
of Scripture and early Christian Antiquity, and they 
found that there was nothing whatever to support the 
claim to it. They might, indeed, have allowed — as 
we may safely do now — that infallibility may, in one 
sense, be asserted of the Church Catholic ; because, 
as our Lord promised to be with his Apostles and 
their lawful successors in the ministry ^^ always even 
unto the end,'^ it is not likely that He should ever suf- 
fer the Universal Church to err in all her branches 
at the same time. But that any particular Church, 
any one branch of the Church Catholic, will be at 
all times entirely preserved from error, they found 
there was no ground whatever to believe either from 
Scripture or experience. They found, moreover, that 
Romanists themselves were not agreed as to where 
this infallibility lay ; some maintaining that it was in 
the Pope, others in general Councils, others in the 
Pope and general Council, agreeing together. Add- 
ing, therefore, this acknowledged uncertainty as to the 
seat of infallibility to the utter want of sound scrip- 
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tural proof of it, our Reformers wisely and fearlessly 
determined, that, as in earlier times the Churches of 
Jerusalem, of Alexandria, andAntioch, and Ephesus 
had erred, so the Church of Rome not only might 
err, but actually had "erred both in living, and man- 
ner of ceremonies, and in matters of faith." 

2. The question of Infallibility is closely con- 
nected with another, the Supremacy of the Pope. 

The Pope, as some of you are aware, claims to 
be in a peculiar manner the successor of St. Peter in 
the See of Rome — the Vicar, or substitute, of Christ 
upon earth, and, as such, the visible head of the Uni- 
versal Church. This was an important question to 
decide : because, if this claim were a just one, the duty 
of obeying the Pope would be binding on every part 
of the Christian community ; to deny his authority, 
would be presumption ; to disobey his mandates, re- 
bellion. And accordingly the Pope claimed, and still 
does claim, an absolute control over the consciences 
of every one, from the Prince to the Pauper, where the 
Romish religion is professed. This claim, then, our 
Reformers brought to the test of Scripture and Anti- 
quity. They found that — if St. Peter was ever Bishop 
or head of the Church of Rome at all, (which is by 
no means proved to demonstration) yet granting this, 
and that the Pope was his successor there, — there was 
no ground whatever for regarding Peter as head of 
the Universal Church. It is true, our Lord said to 
him immediately after his confession of Christ, " thou 
art Peter, and on this rock I will build my ChurcL" 
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But it is evident from other passages, and indeed 
from the whole tenour of Scripture, that it was not 
on the person of St. Peter that the Church was to 
be built, but on the great truth Jirst confessed by 
him, " Thou art Christ, the Son of the living God." 
That is, thou art the anointed Saviour, the long-pro- 
mised Messiah, who declarest thyself to be the Son of 
man, and yet thou art the Son of the living God : 
which amounts to a full acknowledgment of the great 
mystery of godliness, God manifest in the flesh, to 
destroy the works of the Devil. 

This truth was the rock on which Christ promises 
to build his Church ; and to understand the words 
otherwise is directly contrary to the whole tenour of 
Scripture, which every where speaks of Christ as the 
foundation of the Church and of the Christian's faith: 
^' Other foundation can no man lay than that is laid, 
which is Christ Jesus." And even when, in general 
terms, the Church is spoken of as built upon the 
foundation of the Apostles and Prophets, it is added, 
** Jesus Christ himself, being the chief comer-stone," 
Le,y the chief stone in the foundation, the key-stone 
of the whole building. Had Peter, indeed, possessed 
any such supreme power as that assigned to him, he 
would doubtless have referred to it somewhere in his 
writings, especially if it had been to be transmitted 
to successors. But not a word on this subject has 
he left to the Churches ; and, when addressing the 
ministers of Christ, he exhorts them to take the 
oversight of those committed to them, "not as being 

b2 
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Lords over Go^s heritage, but as eneamples to the 
flock." From all tbis it u clear, that no Bapremacy 
over the other Apostles was mtCDded to be convey- 
ed to St. Peter by the trords referred to. And, even 
if there had been, still, before we conld admit the 
snpremacy of the Pope, it wonld be necessary to 
prove, first, that this headship was to be transmitted 
to individual saccessors, and then that the Bishops 
of Home were those snccessois, — for neither of which 
points is there any satisfactory proof to be fomid. It 
is well known, moreover, that in the first ages of the 
Chnrch, this snpremacy was never claimed by the 
Bishop ol Borne ; and that it was not Ull some cen- 
turies after the Apostles' times, by gradual usurpation, 
amidst the darkness that succeeded the fall of the 
Roman Empire, that this claim was ever established. 
Taking this vievr of the subject, then, oar Reform- 
ers justly decided, that the Pope, — whether the suc- 
Peter or not, as Bishop of Some, — 
I succeeded him as Head of ike whole 
'ch, since such supremacy was never 
the Apostle himself; that he was no 
r or substitute of Christ on earth, than 
rTopolitan Bishop ; that bis Episcopal 
nfined to his own See or Province; 
claim to absolute authority in other 
SB and presumptuous usurpation. 
Dg thus disposed of these two leading 
bility and Popish Supremacy, our 
longer acknowledged Uie authority of 
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Rome to forbid the general study of the Holy Scrip* 
tures, Tfaej found that, amongst the early ChristianSy 
the word of God was every where constantly read in 
their assemblies, and studied by all who had access 
to it; that it was the command of our blessed Lord 
to his Disciples, to ^^ search the Scriptures, because 
in them they had eternal life, and they testified of 
Him ;" and that it was the honourable testimony 
borne by an inspired Evangelist to the Bereans, that 
^' they were more noble than those of Thessalonica, in 
that they searched the Scriptures daily whether those 
things were so.** They found, moreover, that Holy 
Scripture was given to man as a sufficient rule of 
faith and practice, being declared by an Apostle as 
"given by inspiration of God and profitable for doc- 
trine, for reproof, for correction, and instruction in 
righteousness,^' and as ^^ able to make men wise unto 
salvation;*' and that the sacred volume closes with 
the solemn declaration, — which, though referring in 
the first instance to the book of Revelations, must 
yet be regarded as applying to the whole Canon of 
Scripture — " If any man shall add unto these things, 
God shall add unto him the plagues that are written 
in this book ; and if any man shall take away from 
the words of the book of this Prophecy, God shall 
take away his part out of the book of life, and out of 
the holy city." Hence, they judged that " Holy Scrip- 
ture containeth all things necessary to salvation,'^ that 
they were at liberty to try the doctrines of the Church 
of Rome whether they were of God, by bringing them 
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to this test ; that it is the duty and privilege of all 
Christians, whether ministers or not, to search the 
Scriptures for themselves ; and that " whatsoever is 
not found therein, or may be proved thereby, is not^ 
required of any man to be believed as an Article of 
Faith, or to be thought requisite or necessary to sal- 
vation." 

With these decisions before them, it was not 
difficult to dispose of other doctrines and practices 
of the Church of Rome, as for instance — 

4. The worship of Images and Saints. This 
was found not only to have been utterly unknown in 
Apostolic and primitive times, but to be contrary to 
a plain and positive command of God's holy law — 
that moral law which is of perpetual obligation, — 
a command directly condemning the practice of the 
Church of Rome, and, therefore, so studiously con- 
cealed from her children by excluding it from the 
ordinary forms of instruction, that multitudes of Ro- 
manists are ignorant of its existence ; I mean, of 
course, the second Commandment of the Decalogue, 
" Thou shalt not make to thyself any graven image, 
or the likeness of any thing that is in heaven above, 
or in the earth beneath, or in the water under the 
earth ; thou shalt not how down to them nor worship 
them:^^ which latter words, "thou shalt not bow 
down to them," effectually destroy the vain excuse 
made by most idolaters, that their adoration is not 
rendered to the image, but to the Being it represents. 
— And with regard to prayers offered to the Saints 
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and the Virgin Mary, that they may intercede with the 
Son of God for men, our Church has rightly judged, 
that they are but an insult to our exalted Saviour. 
Forthe Scriptures speak of but " one Mediator between 
God and man, the Man Christ Jesus ;'' one who is 
'^ able and willing to save to the uttermost them tha^ 
come unto God by Him ;" one who " ever liveth to 
make intercession for us,'' being touched with a feeling 
of our infirmities, and who expressly invites sinners to 
apply to Himself, saying, " Come unto ME, all ye 
that are weary and heavy laden, and / will give you 
rest." Hence our Church maintains, that to multiply 
Mediators, — to apply to other and inferior beings to 
do that for us which the Son of God has himself 
undertaken, — is to despise his gracious offers, to slight 
the blessed privilege open to every Christian, of com- 
ing boldly to the throne of grace, by that new and 
living way which God has consecrated for us, by the 
blood of his only-begotten Son ; that it is, in short, 
to detract from the honour, and virtually to deny the 
mercy and faithfulness, of the Lord Jesus Christ. 
Hence, our Church rejects and abhors as impious, 
the calling upon Saints as well as the worship of 
images, 

5. Another doctrine of the Romish Church 
which was brought to the same test was, that of Tran- 
substantiation; which means, that by the act of con- 
secration, the whole substance of the bread and wine 
in the Lord's Supper, is changed into the real sub- 
stance of the body and blood of Christ Now such 
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a change our Refonners wisely judged, even were it 
possible, would be altogether needless. The Lord^s 
Supper is a feast for the soul, and not for the body. 
We come to it to seek a spiritual union with Christ 
by faith, and a participation in the benefits purchased 
for us by his precious blood-shedding. And bow 
could the feeding upon His actual material body and 
blood conduce to this ? In order to meet the favorite 
argument derived from the words of Christ at the in- 
stitution of this ordinance, ^' Take, eat, this is my 
body ;" and ^* drink ye all of this, for this is my 
blood," it was only necessary to refer to other parts 
of Scripture which furnish numberless instances of the 
same form of speech, by which the word is is used for 
siffnijlesy a form so common amongst men in all ages, 
that it is difficult to conceive how so many should 
have been caught by so vain and childish an argu- 
ment. Thus we find that Joseph, when interpreting 
Pharaoh's dream, says, ^^ The seven kine are seven 
years ; and the seven ears of com are seven years/' 
In Rev. i. 20, it is said, ^^ The stars are the angels of 
the seven Churches : ^ and St Paul (1 Cor. x. 4.) says, 
the Israelites '^ drank of that spiritual rock that fol- 
lowed them, and that rock was Christ,'' i.e., signified 
Christ ; it was Christ figuratively and sacramentally. 
But even without these instances of the frequent use 
of this idiom, it is astonishing how the words could be 
so misunderstood as to make them involve an impos- 
sibility. The works and ways of God are often above 
our reason, but they are never contrary to it. But 
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to imagine that Jesus, who was then sitting inhuman 
form alive at the table, could break and give his then 
mortal body to be eaten, and yet, that it should remain 
entire, would be altogether contrary to our reason. 
And his glorified body, which is now in heaven, 
though no longer mortal^ is still material ; the same 
with which He arose from the grave and ascended 
thither, and as such, it is incapable of Omnipresence. 
It is an impossibility that a material body should be 
everywhere or in many places at the same time, 
which it must be, if received entire by every one in 
the Lord's Supper; that it should be one and yet 
many ; always whole, yet often broken ; received en- 
tire by every communicant, yet always at God's right 
hand. Besides, the fact that the bread and wine 
remain the same in substance after consecration that 
they were before is manifest to all our senses, (the 
sight, the touch, &c.,) so that we must deny their 
evidence, as well as that of our reason, before we can 
admit so monstrous a doctrine as Transubstantiation. 
Therefore, because they saw that in the adoration 
yielded to the consecrated wafer, this doctrine gave 
rise to the grossest idolatry, and because too they 
found that in Apostolic and primitive times such a 
doctrine was utterly unknown, our Reformers rejected 
it altogether, and many of them shed their blood 
rather than profess a belief in it 

6. In the same manner they dealt with the 
doctrine of the Sacrifice of the Mass ; in which is 
maintained that Christ is truly offered again from 
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temporal punishments God may choose to inflict 
upon men and especially upon believers, are not de- 
signed to eke out the satisfaction for their sins, since 
this is already perfectly made by the* sacrifice of 
Christ, but for the benefit of the sinner, either to 
warn him of his danger, or to cure him of his sin. 
** He chasteneth not for his pleasure, but for our 
profit" But not to dwell upon the subject of Pe- 
nance, I mulst add a few words before I conclude, on 
the other doctrine, that of Purgatory. 

Purgatory, let me remind you, is represented as 
a state of torment in which the souls of those who 
are destined eventually to go to heaven, are doomed 
after death to pass a portion of time before they are 
admitted there, in order to purify them from sin, and 
to complete the satisfaction for venial sins which they 
had not fully made by penance during their life-time. 
You perceive that it is not intended for those who 
die in impenitence— for they go at once into hell-rbut 
for true penitents, for believers in Jesus, for heirs of 
God and joint heirs with Christ. Nor is it designed 
to take away mortal and heinous sins, but venial 
offences, sins of a lighter kind. So that the Romish 
doctrine in this particular, involves this singular ab- 
surdity, that whilst the blood of Jesus Christ avails 
to cleanse the true penitent from sins of a deeper 
dye, such as idolatry, murder, theft, or peijury : the 
same precious blood will not avail to take away the 
guilt of less open and daring offences ; Jor ihese, 
though absolved from greater sins, he must suffer 
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the paius of purgaloiy, perhaps for many ages, un- 
less his relations can pay for masses to deliver him, 
before he can enter those mansions of glory which 
Christ has prepared for him. Our Reformers brought 
this impious doctrine to the test of Scripture and 
Antiquity. They found that in the primitive Church 
such a doctrine was long unknown, until at length 
there arose some, who sought to taint the pure stream 
of christian truth with the poison of heathen philo- 
sophy. They found that in those early times, the 
death-bed of the christian was not disturbed by the 
agonizing thought that ages of torment awaited him, 
before he could enter the haven of eternal rest ; that 
the pittance of the sorrowing widow and the orphan 
was not wrung from them as the price of masses for 
a husband or a father's soul. They found that not 
only were the passages of Scripture brought forward 
in proof of this doctrine, wholly insufficient to give 
it any actual support, but that the whole tenour and 
spirit of the Gospel was directly opposed to it. They 
found that without any distinction between mortal 
and venial sins, the Apostle declares " the blood of 
Jesus Christ cleanseth from all sin.'' And as if 
expressly to point out the remedy for those sins of 
'u^^^ ^^^ ^^^^^ *® believer falls, and which, if 
hi h ^^^^* ^oidd burden his conscience and destroy 
ti^sTayf ^Tr""' ^^ ^P^'^^ addressing true chris- 
with the Fail, "^^ "^"^ ^'°' ^^ ^^^^ ^'^ Advocate 
w the pron V • ^^"^^^ ^^^ righteous, and He 

Piuation for our sins.'* They found that 
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our blessed Lord, when He paxdoned the penitent 
thief upon the cross, so far from dooming him to 
ages of suffering for venial sins of which he must 
have had his share, addressed him with those well- 
known cheering words, ** this day shalt thou be with 
me in Paradise." Thus our Reformers rejected the 
doctrine of Purgatory as false, unscriptural, and dan- 
gerous. 

I might go on to speak of other points connected 
with this — of indulgences, and extreme unction, and 
of the multitude of sacraments in the Romish Church. 
But time will not allow of it. I trust, however, that the 
instances I have referred to will suffice to shew you, 
brethren, how in regard to doctrine, our beloved and 
venerable Church has acted on the great principle 
involved in my text, by casting off the errors and 
innovations of Romanism, and returning to the good 
old paths of the Apostolic Church, in which alone 
her children can find rest to their souls. I purpose 
on a future occasion to show how she has carried 
out the same principle in her government and discU 
pline. At present I must conclude with only one 
or two words more. 

Let us learn, my brethren, from this subject, to 
be deeply thankful that our lot is cast in a land and 
in a Church in which the true light shineth ; where 
the simple truths of the Gospel are no longer envel- 
oped with a cloud of error and absurdity; and where 
every one who will may search the Scriptures, and 
may hear and receive in all its purity, the engrafted 
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word, which is able to save his soul. Remember that 
those deadly errors, which it cost so much to discard, 
are still maintained in the Church of Rome, however 
she may seek to disguise it. And O learn, then, to 
▼alue more highly the pure doctrines and blessed pri- 
vileges of our Church, to secure which so many of 
our forefathers nobly shed their blood, lest these 
blessings, being undervalued or not duly improved 
be again taken away ! And pray continually, both 
for yourselves as individuals, and for the Apostolic 
Church to which you belong, that in these times of 
spiritual danger, when infidelity is sowing her noxi- 
ous seeds on every side, and when Popery, in her 
subtlest and fairest disguise, is anxiously wooing 
the unwary ; when heresy and schism are still dis- 
turbing the ranks of the Catholic Church— pray, I 
say, brethren, that the Holy Spirit may be given to 
keep you from error, and to guide you into all truth ; 
that having escaped or defeated the enemies of everv 
kmd which lie in wait for your soul, and having 
fought the good fight of faith, and finished you^ 
course wuh joy, you may at length receive fromTe 
hands of Him who hath himself r..^. a - ? 





SERMON II. 



Jeremiah tI. 16. 



" Thus saith the Lord, stand ye in the ways, 
and see, and ask for the old paths, where is 
the good way, and walk therein, and ye shall 



FIND REST FOR YOUR SOULS." 



In a former discourse from these words, after point- 
ing out the immediate occasion on which they were 
uttered by the Prophet, I shewed that the principle 
involved in them, that of recurring to ancient doc- 
trines and usages for the reformation of a Church or 
people, is one as applicable under the Christian as 
under the Jewish dispensation ; and that it was the 
principle on which the Church of England acted at 
the period of her Reformation, three centuries ago. 
I then endeavoured to shew, from a number of par- 
ticular instances, in what way she carried out this 
principle in regard to her doctrine^ and how it ne- 
cessarily led to the renunciation of the many false 
unscriptural notions and usages of Romanism, with 
which the noble fabric of the holy Catholic Church 
had been weakened and disguised. I now proceed, 
in pursuance of the plan laid down, to shew how 
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the same principle hsB been carried out bjr oizr 
Church in regaxd to her Government and Jhsctplzn^. 
And let it not be thought, dear brethren, tlia* 
the discussion of such matters is unimportant, or tiiat 
it is out of place in a course of religious instructioii. 
It is not indeed desirable that this should very qff^n 
take the place of the more spiritual and practical 
subjects, which are proper to the pulpit; but that 
the introduction of it is needless or unimportant, w^g 
most strenuously deny. It cannot be so, whilst iho 
things of which we treat are themselves of vital im^ 
parlance. And if the walls and outworks of a be- 
sieged fortress, though less valuable than the lives 
and property they enclose, are yet of vital impor- 
tance to all within them ; — ^if the ship that bears a 
golden cargo, though inferior in value to the precious 
metal it contains, is yet of vast importance to the 
owners of that cargo, until it is safely landed on the 
shore to which it is bound ; then, assuredly, the insti- 
tutions and all the external machinery of the Church 
(though in themselves less momentous than the holy 
doctrines they are intended to propagate and main- 
tain,) are yet of vital importance to all her members, 
and the discussion of them can neither be useless 
nor unimportant to any individual amongst us; I 
repeat, and I would say it emphatically, to any indi- 
vidual amongst us. Because whatever some may 
think, the Church of England in her parochial sys- 
tern recognizes no difference between those who 
call themselves her members and those who do not. 
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Wherever one of her ministers is placed in charge 
of a parish, every one of its inhabitants is consider- 
ed as under his spiritual care. Whe&er they wish 
to belong to his flock or not, he is their pastor. 
Whether they will hear or whether they will forbear, 
he must declare the truth to them. And therefore, 
brethren, by whatever names any amongst us may 
call themselves, whether Methodists, or Baptists, or 
Independents, or any thing else, — / can never for- 
get, and would to God that you would all remember, 
that when you and I stand together, as one day we 
assuredly shall, at the bar of divine justice, we shall 
each have to render to our Judge a solemn account, 
/, of the manner in which, so far as I have myself 
been taught of the Holy Spirit, I have proclaimed 
to you the whote truth of God, and you of the 
manner in which you have received and profited by 
it. Feeling then, that the subject I am about to 
bring before you, as well as that which we consi- 
dered last Sunday, is one of the many topics which 
it is my bounden duty occasionally to discuss, and 
convinced as I am that a more correct and extensive 
knowledge of the nature, design, and advantages of 
the institutions of our National Church would tend 
materiallv to diminish those schisms and divisions 
with which the fair form of Christianity in this 
favoured land is so grievously disfigured, let me beg 
your attention, whilst I endeavour briefly to show 
how the Church of England has carried out the 
principle involved in my text in regard to her 
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government and discipline. And here our Reform- 
era had a difficult task to perform. It is always a 
difficult matter— it requires a nice discernment and 
a delicate hand to remove the accumulated dust and 
dirt which disfigures some precious relique of anti- 
qnitjj some nohle picture or beautiful building, with- 
out destroying or injuring any essential part of the 
relique itself. Yet this was just the task which onr 
Reformers had to accomplish. In rejecting the 
errors of Romanism, they had not only to pull down 
and clear away j they had at the same time carefully 
to preserve and strengthen. They had not now to 
cont^d with open enemies, but to withstand the 
wild projects of false and misguided friends. In all 
great and important changes, men are prone to run 
into extremes. And amidst the heat and fervour of 
the Reformation, there were many, who, carried 
away by ignorant zeal or wild fanaticism, and not 
content with rejecting every thing that was really 
corrupt, worthless, and unscriptural, would have 
thrown down and trampled upon every institution 
and usage in the Church, without considering whe- 
ther it was good or bad, useful or injurious, provided 
only it was found to exist in the Church of Rome. 

1. Episcopacy, i.e., the government of the 
Church by Bishops was one of the institutions that 
was thus assailed. 

It was asserted by many professed friends of the 
Reformation, as it is now by various sects of profess- 
ing Christians, that '* there ought not to be such an 
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order of men as Bishops in ibe Church ;*' that it 
was popish, and unscriptural^ and not to be retained. 
Our Reformers, unmoved hy these clamours, and with 
a wisdom and caution only equalled by their cour- 
age and zeal; determined, before they touched so 
essential a part of the machinery of the Church, to 
examine well into its origin and uses. They brought 
it to the test of scripture and antiquity. They found, 
from the testimony of an unbroken succession of 
historical and other writers, that from the days of 
the Apostles up to the period of the Reformation, 
the Christian Church in every part of the world had 
invariably been governed by Bishops: thdt for 
1500 years from the ascension of our blessed Re- 
deemer, such a thing as a Church without a Bishop 
was unheard of in the Christian world. They found, 
that in the earliest ages of Christianity immediately 
succeeding the Apostles' times, before any of the 
corruptions of Popery had crept into the Church, the 
greatest stress was laid upon the dignity, the author- 
ity, and importance of the Episcopal office. These 
facts alone would have furnished very strong grounds 
for retaining it, even had there been no higher au- 
thority for doing so. We should ever be slow to 
change old and approved institutions, without some 
urgent necessity ; for, according to the maxim laid 
down by the pious and judicious Hooker : ^^ that 
which wisdom hath begun, and good men have long 
continued, challenges the approbation of those who 
succeed them, even though it can plead but little 

c 
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for itself.'* These, however, were fax from being the 
only, or even the most solid grounds, for retaining the 
Episcopal office. Our Reformers referred the mat- 
ter to Holy Scripture. There they foimd, that 
although during the life-time of the Apostles they 
themselves, for the most part exercised in their own 
persons the functions of Bishops ; and although in 
the Church's infancy, whilst as yet she consisted of 
but a few oppressed and isolated congregations of 
Christians, Episcopal authority could not possibly 
be so fully developed, or so widely extended, as it 
afterwards became ; yet notwithstanding this, the 
office of a Bishop, in all the essential features which 
it now possesses, could be distinctly traced in Holy 
Scripture, even before the name of Bishop was ex- 
clusively given to it. Thus, in the leading part 
assigned to James in the Church of Jerusalem on 
two occasions, (Acts xv. 18 ; xxi. 18,) there is a 
clear intimation of his early appointment to the 
Episcopal office, which, confirmed as it is by the 
distinct testimony of very early Christian writers, 
r Jerome andEusebius quoted by Hooker, Book vii., 
waT* 7' ''''•^^ *°^^^^ts to a moral certainty, that he 
word B ' T ^^ *^ ^^^ modem acceptation of the 
directio ^ ^ ^^ Church. Again, in the minute 

ordination ^fmA^ ®*- ^^"^ ^ ^^"^^^^^^ ^^' *^^ 
the same mea •* ^' J^nests for the words have 
Church at Enh ^^* ^^^ ^^^ ^® regulation of the 
Titus for the C^^^ ' *^^ ^^ ^^ similar directions to 

arches in Crete, when the Aposde 
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expressly says, ** I left thee, that thou shouldest set 
in order the things that are wanting, and ordain 
Elders in every city, as I had appointed thee :" in 
both these instances, which I can only glance at now, 
unless we wilfully shut our eyes to the truth, we 
cannot fail to recognize the appointment to the 
Episcopal office. At that early period, however, from 
the circumstances of the Church, the distinction 
was not yet fully settled, between the name and 
office of Bishop, and Presbyter or Elder ; and, hence, 
the Bishops, in order to distinguish them, were not 
unfrequently called, as you find in Rev. ii. and iii. 
the Angels of the Churches over which they presi- 
ded ; a title, which the utmost ingenuity of the en- 
emies of Episcopacy, in vain attempts to explain 
satisfactorily in any other way. 

If it be asked, what particular advantage can 
arise to the Church, from such an order as that of 
Bishops, I would reply, that we know how, in every 
human society, disagreements and contentions are 
apt to arise; and how important, nay, how indispen- 
sable, it is to the maintenance of order, and the 
accomplishment of important ends, to have some 
presiding person, endued with power and authority 
over the rest. Now, though the visible Church is 
a religious or spiritual society, it is still a human 
one, composed of fallen men, compassed with in- 
firmity, and is, therefore, more or less Uable, even 
supposing all its members were sincere, to the 
same evils and inconveniencies to which other soci- 
eties are exposed. Hence, St. Paul warned the 
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Eldew or Priests of the Church of Ephcsus (Acts 
XX, 80,) that there would " rise up from among their 
ownselves, men speaking perverse things, to draw- 
away disciples after them ;" and accordingly there did 
soon arise amongst the ministers of each Church, dif- 
ferences of opinion and actual contentions ; for which 
the inspired Apostles decided the hest remedy would 
he, to endue Bome one in each Church with episcopal 
authority over the rest ; one who, residing amongst 
them, might preserve order, and take the lead in all 
those things in which the equality of many agents 
might give rise to strife and confusion. Hence, arose 
the Episcopal office, in all its essential features, 
eren before the name it now bears was exclusively 
assigned to it. Perceiving, then, the manifest ad- 
vantages and divine origin of this appointment, that 
'n was sanctioned by Holy Scripture, by the unani- 
mous voice of early Christian antiquity, and by the 
nsage of the Church from the ApostUs' time down- 
wards ; our Reformers judged that the Episcopal form 
of Church government was one of « the good old 
ways from which it would be unsafe and impru- 

fZV ^^T ' ^""^ unmoved by the clamours of 

fanaticism, thev d^^t^^^; j , "^ ^lamuuio ui 

wise be retaine/in l^^'' Tr. '' «^^^^ ^° ^^ 

On much the ^f """^ ^^'"''^ of England. 

circumstances of «, ^"*'"»ds, though from the 

plainer and more Aa^^^ Church, with the stiU 

ture, thejr retained^ tl sanction of Holy Scrip. 

Christian ministrv ♦!. °*^®' *^° orders of the 

^' ***°«® of Priests and Deacons. 
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But this brings us — 

2. To another important question upon which 
they had to decide, that of Episcopal ordination, 
i.e.f the appointment, or setting apart of certain men, 
by the laying on of the Bishops^ hands and prayer, 
to serve as ministers in the Church of Christ. It 
was maintained by some, that these holy orders 
might be conferred by others besides Bishops : and 
by some again, that it was not necessary to receiye 
them at the hands of men at all ; but that the inward 
persuasion of a dinne call to the ministerial office, 
was sufficient to justify a man in undertaking it. 
Here, again, with their accustomed caution, our Re- 
formers carefully felt their way, and acted accord- 
ingly. They found, on referring to Holy Scripture, 
that when the Apostles transferred to others that 
power to ordain ministers, which they had received 
from their Lord and Master, they did not leave it to 
be exercised at discretion by the ministers of the 
Church at large, but conferred it as we have seen 
on particular individuals, as Timothy, Titus, and 
others, whose authority was in some measure limited 
to the Churches over which they presided. They 
found, too, from the unanimous testimony of those 
Christian writers who immediately succeeded the 
Apostles, that this power of ordaining, was from the 
first, scrupulously conjmed to the sacred order of men 
on whom it was first conferred, and that it had 
continued to be so ever aflerwieurds. Hence, they 
determined that it would be unsafe to depart, in this 
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particular, from the model of U.e Apostolic a^^ 
that ordination hy Bishops only ''^ *^^ /^Uc 
as an essentialpart of the machinery of an Aposto 

Church. outward 

As to the other -f -' *,Vat%he mere 
ordination was necessary at all, but «** .^^d 
persuasion of an in^ar^ call - -^-t;^^^** 
for assuming the ministerial office, they toun ^^^ 
Holy Scripture, early Church history, an 
mon sense, were all so overwhelmingly ^^^^^^\ 
that they had still less difficulty in deciding, l^ey 
found Holy Scripture distincUy declaring that a 
man cannot preach " except he be sentP «.«-, ac- 
cording to the strict sense of the original, sent witn 
a proper commission, and by one duly authorized to 
confer it ; such as that received by the Apostles when 
our Lord addressed them, " as the Father hath sent 
me, even so send I you." They found St. Paul 
asserting, in reference to the priesthood, and in a 
manner which shows that the truth of what he ^- 
serts was taken for granted, " and no man taketh 
this honor unto himself, but he that is called of God, 
as was Aaron." (Heb. v. 4.) But Aaron's was no 
mere inward call ; he and his sons, as you will find 
'n £xodus xxix, were solemnly set apart and con- 
secrated to their holy office, witli the most impressive 
"tes and ceremonies. Besides, Church history and 
experience, not less than Scripture, prove the neces- 
sity of a. lawful outward call or ordination to the 
office. The wildest fanatics that have ever spread 
''resy and delusion in the world, have invariably 
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ksserted an inward call of God ; have pretended to 
have received some revelation from heaven ; and it is 
solely by deluding others as well as themselves into 
the belief of this, that they have gained disciples 
among men. Hence, the absolute necessity, in order 
to preserve the Church from dangerous error, of some 
tangible guarantee or security, for the principles of 
those who are admitted to the office of the minis- 
try. Before a man can lawftilly perform the func- 
tions of this office, he must have a commission to 
shew ; his spiritual authority must be lawfully de- 
rived, or it is null and void ; and if this applies to 
the ordinance of preaching, still more does it to the 
administration of the sacraments. The officers of 
the Church militant on earth, like those of an army 
of an earthly prince, must be duhf commissioned to 
their office, before they can lawfully enlist men into 
her ranks by Baptism, or administer the oath or 
pledge of allegiance, in the holy Sacrament of the 
Lord's Supper. Yes, brethren, in all other profes- 
sions or pursuits ; in law, in medicine, in the mil- 
itary profession, in civil government, in every thing 
in which our bodily or temporal interests are con- 
cerned ; it is thought, and justly thought, presump- 
tuous and dangerous, for one man to intrude himself 
unprepared or uncommissioned, into the office or 
profession of another. Men are far too tender of 
their worldly interests^ to entrust them to those for 
whose authority and fitness they have no tangible 
guarantee. And shall the most sacred and exalted 



40 8EBM0N II. 

profession of all, that office into which, under the 
old dispensation, whosoever dared to thrust himself 
without a warranty received some immediate and sig- 
nal mark of God's indignation; as king Saul, who 
was deposed from Iiis kingdom for offering a sacri- 
fice upon the altar ; and Hezekiah, who was smitten 
with leprosy for burning incense to the Lord, — shall 
the sacred office, so carefully fenced in by God in 
former days, be thrown open without a pass-word to 
every bold intruder who chooses to enter it ? So 
that any enthusiast, no matter how ignorant or un- 
qualified in every way, who dreams that he has a 
call from heaven, has picked up some religious phra- 
seology, and can gather an audience around him, is 
to be deemed a duly commissioned minister of Christ, 
and steward of the mysteries of God ? Such, how- 
ever, was the notion of some in the days of the Re- 
fonnation, as it still is of many of the modem school 
in religion ; a notion as diametrically opposed to the 
good old ways of the Jewish Church, of which God 
himself was the framer ; as far removed from the 
principle and practice of the Apostolic age, as the 
east is firom the west, or as light from darkness. 
And yet the Church of England was then, and still 
is, cavilled at, and charged with bigotry and usurpa- 
tion, because in accordance with the practice of the 
holy Apostles, and their immediate successors who 
founded her ; and with that of the sainted Reformers, 
who restored her to what she is, and shed their 
blood in her defence; she refuses to acknowledge 
the divine commission of any man, however learned 
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or pious, and whatever his pretensions, unless he 
be duly and lawfully ordained. Whence, then, it 
may be asked, is this ministerial authority lawfully 
derived? we answer, from that order of men to 
whom alone the power of conferring it was origin- 
ally given : I mean the Bishops, who have received 
that power of conferring it, through a long series of 
successive generations, from the inspired Apostles, 
and through them originally from our blessed Lord 
and Saviour himself. So that, as in the Jewish 
Church, the Priestly office was strictly confined to 
those who received it by natural descent from Aaron 
and his sons ; so in the Christian Church, which was 
formed in many respects on the model of the other, 
it should be limited to those, who being other- 
wise qualified, obtained it by spiritual descent firom 
Christ and his Apostles. There are some indeed, 
who though sincerely attached to the Church of 
England, yet not perceiving the value and impor- 
tance of this doctrine of Apostolical succession, re- 
ject it, or doubt of its reality. There are others who 
sneer at it, as though it was something new or some- 
thing vain and fanatical. But the utter inability of 
those who do so ; when the question is pressed home 
to them, to give a satisfactory account of the source 
of ministerial authority, and the channel through 
which it is derived ; shews that in this, as in many 
other tilings, sneers are resorted to for lack of sound 
arguments, against truth which mere prejudice leads 
them to reject. 

c 2 
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On these strong and various grounds, then ; be- 
cause reason and common sense demand it, becauae 
it is in accordance with the usage of the Church 
from the Apostles' days, and with the clear and 
decided voice of Holy Scripture; our Reformers 
decided, as you will find in Article XXIII, '^ that 
it is not lawful for any man to take upon him the 
office of public preaching or ministering the sacra- 
ments in the congregation, before he be lawfiilly 
called and sent to execute the same." And if it still 
be maintained, that personal holiness and knowledge 
in divine things, will warrant a man in undertaking 
this work, on the ground that God has apparently 
blessed the labours of some who have so undertaken 
it ; I would reply, that we are not to depart from 
sound and well-established principles, because suc- 
cess has sometimes appeared to attend the labours of 
men who on some points have been in error; nor is 
It or us to say, what degree of error on certain points 
IS enough to destroy a man's usefulness altogether ; 
wiitfiTlT^"^ ^T '""'^^^ ^'^"' *^* '^' Lesleys, the 

Tn wt:;^:fet'' ""r^^' ^^"^ ^^ '~ ^^^^> 

^-atirreguiaS sT ."^^ notwithstanding their 

""ind you that thev '™^' ' ^ ^''''^^ ''^' 

the Church of E ,^®^® ^^ nursed in the bosom of 
the hands of our TV k^^' ^^^ received ordination at 
would ever have ^ P® ' ^or do I believe that they 
^f the sacreH ^^^^^!^^®d to exercise the functions 



"i me sacred ofR ^***«u lo 
<^alled to it. ' ^^^ they 



not been thus lawfully 



SEBMON II. 43 

3. Another subject on which our Reformers 
had to decide, and on which I must say a few words, 
is that of Liturgies. It was maintained by some, that 
the use of Liturgies, or set forms of prayer^ in the 
public services of the Church, was a vain and Po- 
pish custom, and by no means to be retained. Our 
Reformers thought otherwise. They found from un- 
doubted testimony, that in the ancient Jewish Church 
the public worship in the Synagogues was regularly 
conducted in this way; and that in the primitive 
Christian Church, Liturgies were in use, parts of 
which even now remain to us, and are at this mo- 
ment contained in the services of our own Church. 
They judged, that however excellent and becoming 
esLtempore prayer may be on some occasions, as in 
private, family, or social worship, it was not wise to 
leave the public devotions of the assemblies of God's 
people, to be always dependent on the unpremedi- 
tated efiusions of the minister ; who, however great 
his powers, unless he could lay claim to inspiration, 
cannot at all times be in an equally vigorous and 
devotional frame of mind. Nor was this all ; they 
saw that, although "Holy Scripture contains all 
things necessary to salvation," there are few who are 
capable of forming their own creed from it, and that it 
is capable of being perverted and wrested to men's 
destruction ; so much so, that there never was any 
heretical sect, from the Arian of the 4th century, to 
the Socinian of the present day, which did not 
pretend to find scriptural authority for its tenets. 
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Hence they perceived the importance of having 
" forms of sound words," compendious summaries of 
Christian doctrine as held by the Catholic Church, 
such as those contained in our Liturgies, our Creeds, 
and our Articles; to serve at once as beacons to 
direct and keep us in the right doctrinal course, 
and as standards to rally round when orthodoxy is 
assailed : and it is a fact well worthy the attention 
of those who doubt or deny their advantages, that 
most of the sects, which, since the Reformation, have 
systematically rejected fonns of every Irind, have be- 
come more or less infected with dangerous heresy.* 

On all these grounds our Reformers determined, 
that Forms of Prayer and Creeds were to be in any 
Avise retained : and, accordingly, they have provided 
for us in our Common Prayer-book, a Liturgy so 
pure, so scriptural, so comprehensive, that it well de- 
serves the beautiful though simple remark of Bishop 
Beveridge, "that the Christian can want for nothing 
but he there prays for it ; he can have nothing but 
he there gives God thanks for it ; he can be ignorant 
of nothing that is needful for him to know, but he 
is there taught it; so that he can never come to 
the House of God, but if it be not his own fault he 
may return home again wiser and better than he 
came." 

There is one more point on which, before I 
conclude, I must make one or two observations, 

'^ e. g The ]\formonite8 in Holland, the American Baptists, and 
Quakers, and the Irish Presbyterians, and many congregations of the 
English Presbyterians also, who have lapsed into Arianism or Socini- 
anism. 



8EIIM0N II. 45 

and that is the advantage of consecrated places of 
worship. It was maintained by some, that to have 
costly buildings set apart and consecrated for the 
purpose of Divine worship, savoured too much of 
Popery; and was inconsistent with the simplicity 
of the Christian religion. And here at least it 
might perhaps be said, the Church of England can- 
not prove her adherence to the good old ways of the 
Apostolic age ; since at that period, private houses, 
upper chambers, or any place that could be procured, 
was resorted to for the purpose of worshipping God. 
The answer to this frivolous objection is so plain 
and obvious, that were it not a fact that even now, 
persons are sometimes carried away with it, it would 
not call for a single observation : as it is we shall 
briefly notice it. Christianity, let me remind you, 
in its infancy, was confined to a few small congre- 
gations in the different towns and cities where it 
was introduced, and those too for the most part of 
the poorer and humbler classes ; it was unaided by 
wealth, unsupported, and not even tolerated by any 
government ; it was, with few exceptions, hated by 
the rich, despised by the learned, and bitterly oppo- 
sed by the great and powerful. How then was it 
possible, that in the first age of Christianity noble 
edifices should be raised for the purpose of public 
worship ? The want of them was the result of a 
hard necessity, and not of choice. As soon, however, 
as Christianity acquired a more decided and exten- 
sive influence ; as soon as it numbered amongst its 
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professors the wealthy and the great ; they began at 
once to feel it a disgrace to Christians, to expend all 
their wealth on themselves, on their palaces, their 
aqueducts, their other public buildings, and not to 
provide temples for the worship of their God. Nor 
could any feeling be more becoming, or more honor- 
able, to Christian men. It was this feeling which 
in earlier times, had stirred up David to devote such 
untold treasures to the building of a Temple to 
Jehovah ; and which afterwards led Solomon to raise, 
adorn, and consecrate it, with such singular mag- 
nificence. And the result of such a feeling among 
Christians was, that when Christianity had obtained 
the sanction of a Roman Emperor, and had become 
the established religion of his vast dominions, there 
sprung up every where noble edifices in some degree 
worthy of the high and holy purpose for which they 
were set apart. 

Our Reformers weighed all this : they saw that, 
although costly sacred buildings were unavoidably 
not in use in the primitive Church, they were as 
old as the days of David and Solomon, and had re- 
ceived the express sanction of God himself. Hence, 
they decided, that the use of such places of worship 
was one of the good old wajs from which it would 
be unwise and irreverent to depart 

I have thus endeavoured, however briefly and 
imperfectly, to show you, brethren, how the re- 
formed Church of England has carried out the great 
principle involved in my text, 1st in regard to her 
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Doctrine, and 2ndlj in regard to her Government 
and Discipline : and how, like the noble constitution 
which was long the glory of this land, our National 
Church is admirably balanced between sovereign 
power and popular freedom, being equally removed 
from the despotism of Popery on the one hand, and 
the democratic spirit of sectarianism on the other. 

I am not insensible of the patience and atten- 
tion, with which you have listened to the discussion 
of a subject, which, to some perhaps, may have been 
neither interesting nor agreeable. I trust, however, 
that through the divine blessing it may not have 
been unprofitable; for sure I am, that the better 
we become acquainted with the nature and institu- 
tions of our Scriptm'al Church, the higher she will 
rise in our esteem and veneration, as the guardian 
and teacher of those vital doctrines of the Gospel, 
on the saving and experimental knowledge of which 
our everlasting happiness depends. 

Suffer me, however, in conclusion, to remind 
you, my dear brethren, that the Church and all her 
valued institutions, are but means to one great end. 
They are the school in which candidates are to be 
trained for a blessed immortality. In vain, there- 
fore, shall we rest in the possession of these privi- 
leges, if we do not improve them ; in vain shall we 
cry, like the formal hypocrites of old, " The temple 
of the Lord, the temple of the Lord are we," unless 
the humbling but life-giving truths of the Gospel 
have sunk deep into our hearts, and their power has 
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been manifested in subduing our sins, and correcting 
our depraved and mere worldly tastes, and constrain* 
ing us, out of love to Christ, to seek to do his will 
and promote his glory. 

O then, brethren, let us give the more earnest 
heed unto the things that we hear, lest at any time 
we should let them slip. Whilst you value, in a 
degree proportioned to their real excellence, the or- 
dinances of our holy Apostolic Church, watch and 
strive against coldness and formality, and pray con- 
tinually for the life-giving and sanctifying influences 
of the Holy Spirit, which alone can enable you to 
receive the full benefit they are intended to afford. 
So shall you find the words that Jesus speaks to 
you by his ministers and in his ordinances, precious 
to your souls, and be able to say of them from 
happy experience, "They are spirit, and they are 
life." So shall you be enabled to adorn the doctrine 
of God your Saviour in all things, and having kept 
to the good old paths which Saints and Martyrs 
have trod in before you, at the close of your earthly 
warfare, with a hope full of immortality, you shall 
pass at length from the ranks of the Church mUitant 
here below, to those of the Church triumphant and 
glorified in heaven. 
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1. Peter, iii. 21. 
** The like figure whereunto even baptism doth 

ALSO NOW SAVE US (nOT THE PUTTING AWAY OF THE 
FILTH OF THE FLESH, BUT THE ANSWER OF A GOOD 
CONSCIENCE TOWARD GoD,) BY THE RESURRECTION 

OF Jesus Christ." 

Having had occasion lately to call your attention to 
the subject of confirmation, which on the part of the 
persons to be confirmed, is but a renewal and con- 
firming of the vows already made in their name at 
baptism ; it seems a fit opportunity to bring this holy 
sacrament, to which reference must needs be so often 
made in a course of Christian instruction, under your 
immediate and special consideration. With a view 
to this, I have chosen for our meditation this after- 
noon, the words I have just read to you ; in which 
you will find, on referring to the context, that. St. 
Peter is illustrating the nature of baptism, by com- 
paring it to the preservation of eight souls in the 
ark, at the time of the deluge. The comparison, 
though it may not hold good in every minute parti- 
cular, or strike the mind of every one at first sight, 
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is nevertheless a proper and forcible one, otherwise 
it would not have found a place in the inspired vo- 
lume ; and it is one, moreover, which was generally 
recognized in the early Church. Noah and his family, 
believing the declaration of God, that destruction vras 
coming upon the world, and that none could escape 
but in the way that God had pointed out, believing 
this, and acting upon their belief, were saved in the 
ark by water ^ whilst the rest of mankind were swept 
away and perished. This event, the inspired Apostle 
distinctly pronounces to have been typical of the sal- 
vation of all true Christians, in the Church of Christ, 
by baptism. " The like figure whereunto," or * the 
antitype whereof,' for such is the literal meaning of 
the original, even Baptism doth now save us.'' The 
Sacrament of Baptism, being the only appointed door 
of entrance, and means of incorporation into that 
Church of Christ, out of which there is ordinarily no 
salvation, is made by divine appointment as neces- 
sary to our eternal salvation, as the entrance into the 
ark was to the temporal safety of Noah and his family ; 
*' except a man be bom of water and of the spirit, 
he cannot enter into the kingdom of God," and when 
duly received, it does become to each recipient the 
means of grace and salvation. But the Apostle, in 
order to guard against any misapprehension, to which 
his words up to this point might have given rise, in 
order to prevent any one from supposing that the 
outward rite of baptism would save us, apart from 
the consideration of the inward and spiritual grace. 
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adds in explanation of what he had said, ( " not in- 
deed the putting away of the filth of the flesh," which 
is but the natural effect of the water, " but the an- 
swer of a good conscience towards God,") this it is, 
which, when united with the outward rite, saves us; 
and that too, he further adds, not by its own power 
and efficacy, but, **by the resurrection of Jesus 
Christ," ue,y by putting the baptized person, now in- 
corporated into Christ^s holy Church, in possession 
of the full benefits of our blessed Redeemer's death 
and resurrection. Such appears to be the sense 
in which the Apostle here states, that ^^ baptism doth 
now save us." 

The whole text will lead us— 

I. — To enquire further into the nature and be- 
nefits of the Sacrament of Baptism. 

II. — To consider what is requisite on our part, 
in order that we may be saved by it : — And this will 
lead me, 

III. — To state some of the main groimds on 
which the reformed Church of England, to which we 
belong, has retained the practice of Infant Baptism, 

The discussion of these points would, however, 
exceed the limits of a single discourse ; the first of 
them, therefore, will occupy our attention. 

1st.— In regard to the nature and benefits of this 
holy Sacrament ; it may be observed that baptism, in 
common with the other Sacrament of the Lord's Sup- 
per, is a moral and not a physical means, of convey- 
ing spiritual blessings to the soul, by which I mean, 
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that there is not, of course, in the outward sign of 
water any natural efficacy to cleanse the soul from 
its pollutions, but our Lord has sanctified water to 
the mystical washing away of sin. He has com- 
manded us to use it, and has promised a blessing with 
it ; and when, in obedience to His command, with 
faith in His promises, and with earnest prayer to the 
Father through Him, for a blessing upon the ordi- 
nance, we do thus use it, it is undoubtedly accompa- 
nied with great spiritual benefits to the soul. In the 
institution of both the Sacraments, with their out- 
ward visible signs, God has shewn in no small degree 
His kindness and condescension, and His intimate 
knowledge of our frame. He knows how dull we are 
by nature to apprehend, and how backward we are 
to believe, simple and spiritual truths ; and that the 
liveliest impressions are made upon us through the 
medium of the senses, as the sight, the touch, the 
ear; and He has, therefore, graciously been pleased 
to. make use of outward and visible objects, as signs 
and pledges of spiritual blessings, and channels for 
conveying them to the soul. Thus, the water in bap- 
tism becomes, according to the language of our 
Church, (in Article XXV,) not only a token and 
badge of Christian men's profession, but a certain 
sure witness and efiectual sign of grace, and of God's 
good-will towards us, by the which he doth work in- 
visibly in us, and according to the age and condition 
of the person baptized, *^ doth not only quicken, but 
also strengthen and confirm our faith in Him." It 
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is clear then, that the benefits to be derived from a 
£siithful use of this holy ordinance, must be very great. 
Let us consider more particularly what they are, and 
how far they are separable or inseparable from the 
outward rite. 

The inward and spiritual grace of baptism, is 
stated in our Church Catechism, to be '^ a death unto 
sin, and a new birth unto righteousness ; for being 
by nature bom in sin, and the children of wrath, 
we are hereby made the children of grace." And 
again in the XXVIIth Article, baptism is said to 
be " a sign of regeneration or new birth, whereby, 
as by an instrument, they that receive baptism 
rightly are grafted into the Church." It is a very 
important question, and one that has given rise 
to endless discussions (in the Church,) how far the 
spiritual regeneration is separable or not from bap- 
tism. There are doubtless great actual differences 
of opinion on this subject; but after bestowing 
considerable pains in the investigation of it, I have 
long been convinced, that many misunderstandings 
have arisen, from the word regeneration being 
used by disputants in two different senses. That it 
has been used in two different senses there can be 
no doubt ; and that it does admit in a certain degree 
of a two-fold meaning, is very clear from the fact, 
that the early Fathers of the Christian Church did 
occasionally so use it, although they so frilly imder- 
stood each other, that the circumstance gave rise to 
no disputes amongst them. What these two senses 
are, and which of them is the most proper and the 
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most important, will appear as I go on to shew, that 
the benefits conferred in baptism axe partly siparable^ 
and partly inseparable from the ordinance itself* 
Ereiy baptized person has undergone at baptism a 
certain federal change of outward condition. Before 
baptism he had only a natural relation to the first 
Adam, whereby he has a share in the guilt of Adam^s 
transgression, a corrupt nature which would contin- 
ually lead him into actual sin, and is a child of wrath 
even as others. But now he acquires, outwardly at 
least and by profession, a new relation to Christ the 
second Adam. He is transplanted, to use an image 
firequent in Scripture, out of the wilderness of this 
fallen world at large, into the well-cultivated garden 
or vineyard of the Church of Christ. He passes firom 
the uncovenanted condition of the heathen, and of 
mankind generally, into the covenanted condition of 
the associated members of Christ's visible Church : 
and by this covenanted condition I mean, that having 
been engrafted by this divinely appointed rite, into 
the body of Christ's Church, he is become entitled 
by the promise of God, to all the blessings and pri- 
vileges of the Gospel dispensation, provided that, 
acting up to his baptismal promise, and ^ fighting 
manfully under Christ's banner against sin, the woild, 
and the devil,' he puts in his claim, if I may so speak, 
to these covenanted benefits ; and these benefits are, 
the forgiveness of sins, the adoption into the family 
of God, and a covenanted right to eternal happiness, 
in virtue of the promise of God in Christ It is as 
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if you had been received in infancy into the house- 
hold of some wealthy individual, with the under- 
standing, that if you should avail yourselves of the 
various advantages afforded you, for the cultivation 
of your mind and all your faculties, and grow up a 
learned, wise, and virtuous man, you would in due 
time inherit the possessions of your kind and power- 
ful benefactor. Thus you are brought at baptism, 
as our Church Catechism expresses it^ '^ into a state 
of salvation,*' t.e., are put in the way of being saved ; 
you are brought into a state in which, unless you wil« 
fully resist the spirit of God, and abuse the privileges, 
and neglect the means of grace afforded you, you 
may and will bring forth fruit to the glory of God, 
and be eternally saved at last. You stand, in short, 
in a new position, have new prospects opened to you, 
new obligations laid upon you ; you are no longer 
under the natural obligation only to serve God as 
your Creator and Preserver ; but you are bound by 
the most solemn engagements, to take Jesus Christ 
for your Redeemer ; to rely solely on His merits for 
yoiu* justification before God ; to keep His words, to 
follow His steps, and to be His faithful soldiers and 
servants unto your life's end. These are some of the 
privileges opened to you, and the obligations laid 
upon you in baptism. Now, to be thus transplant- 
ed and incorporated into Christ's visible Church, is 
in itself a very great benefit ; and this is a benefit 
inseparable from baptism; every baptized person, 
whatever be his character, either at the time of bap- 



56 SEBMOK III. 

tism or afterwards, is brouglit into a state of salFation, 
is put into the way of being saved. But let it not be 
thought, that ereiy one who is brought into this state 
of salvation, is eternally saved. Unhappily, brethren ^ 
the words of our blessed Lord are but too fully verified^ 
*^ many are called, but few are chosen f *^ strait is 
the gate, and narrow the way that leadeth unto life, 
and few there be that find it." The visible Church 
is repeatedly described by our Saviour as containing 
characters of all descriptions. He calls it a net 
which encloses fishes of different kinds, some good 
and others bad, which are in due time separated by 
the fisherman. It is a field in which the wheat and 
tares are suffered to grow together, enjoying the same 
sunbeams, the same showers, the same cultivation, 
until the great day of final separation, when the 
wheat shall be gathered into the Master's gamer, but 
I he tares shall be burnt with unquenchable fire. But 
although the benefit of being thus engrafted into the 
body of Christ* s visible Church may be, and often is, 
grievously abused^ and thus becomes an aggravation 
of the guilt of those who so abuse it, it is neverthe- 
less in itself a very great benefit, and one insepar* 
able fi'om baptism. And it implies a change of ex- 
ternal condition so great and important — it places the 
baptized person in so new a position and relation to 
God, that it has been sometimes termed regeneration 
by the Fathers of the early Christian Church ; and I 
am inclined to think that our Church, in one or two 
instances, uses the word much in the same sense. 
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And doubtless many of those who now maintain 
that regeneration invariably accompanies baptism, 
mean no more by it than this covenant or federal 
change of outward condition ; a change of state^ but 
not a change of nature. But whilst we allow that 
the word regeneration may not improperly be used 
in this sense, since we have such high authority for 
it; we also fearlessly maintain that this is, at best, 
but the secondary and by far the least important 
meaning of the word. 

Regeneration or the new birth^ is set forth in 
Holy Scripture, in the writings of the early Chris- 
tian Fathers, and in the formularies of the Church 
of £ngland, as not only a change of outward condi- 
tion, but a moral change of disposition, by which 
I mean an entire and spiritual change of the inner 
man ; through which his soul is altogether renewed ; 
through which, new principles and new affections 
are by the operation of the Holy Ghost implanted ; 
through which the whole man both in principle and 
in practice is converted from evil to good, and is 
brought out of apostate darkness into God's marvel- 
lous light. '^ If any man be in Christ he is a new 
creature,'' says St. Paul, ^^ old things are passed 
away, behold, all things are become new." This 
is the true and primary sense of regeneration, and 
that it was so understood by the Church in its ear- 
liest and purest days, is evident from the fact, that 
the same Christian writers who occasionally use the 
word in the other and secondary sense, also declare 

D 
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it to be a change so great and so entire, tbat the 
passionate, become meek ; the avaricious, liberal ; 
the timid, courageous, even unto martyrdom ; the 
intemperate and profligate, sober and continent; the 
cruel, merciful ; the unjust and malicious, just and 
innocent. It is a change of heart, or rather the 
engrafting of a new nature in the heart which makes 
a man habitually and by principle, an enemy to ^in 
of every kind in himself and others, and a follower 
after holiness in all its parts. *^ Whosoever is bom 
of God," says St. John, •* doth not commit sin ; for 
his seed remainelh in him ; and he cannot sin," i.e., 
he cannot sin wilfully, knowingly, and habitually, 
" because he is bom of God." There is in him a 
new and spiritual nature which continually opposes 
and controls the evil passions and propensities of 
the old, inflamed and excited as they are by temp<> 
tations from without. And which is so well and so 
concisely expressed in our Church Catechism by 
the words '^a death unto sin, and a new birth unto 
righteousness." It is that change which, whether 
it be termed regeneration, or conversion, or renova- 
tion, is absolutely necessary in order to the attain- 
ment of everlasting life. ^^ Except a man be bom 
of water and of the spirit ^"^ said our Lord, unless he 
receive the inward spiritual grace, as well as the 
outward sign, *^He cannot enter the kingdom of 
God;" this is the inward spiritual grace of bap- 
tism, the full benefit of which that holy ordinance is 
designed not only to signify, but to convey. But this 
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change being " inward and spiritual,'* we can only 
determine whether it has or has not taken place by 
its effects as seen in the life and conversation, in the 
words and actions, the habits, tempers, and pursuits 
of the baptized person. And observation and ex- 
perience combine to assure us, that regeneration in 
this higher and more spiritual sense does not in- 
variably lake place at baptism— nay, that multitudes 
of baptized persons, though they have undergone a 
change of outward condition, and are Christians by 
name and profession, are yet totally destitute of this 
spiritual change in the inner man which is so indis- 
pensible to the heirs of heaven, and without which 
the name of Christian is but an empty sound. This, 
however, does not in the smallest degree lessen the 
value of baptism, any more than the fact that num- 
bers partake of the Lord's Supper, without receiving 
the benefits it is designed to convey, diminishes the 
value of that holy Sacrament. Wholesome food is 
not the less valuable, because unhealthy persons 
may partake of it without being nourished by it 
Baptism lawfully administered is a means, and a 
most valuable and important means, of spiritual re- 
generation. And God may, and undoubtedly often 
does, pour out the regenerating influences of His 
Spirit, at the very time of baptism. 

Still it is not the only means of spiritual re- 
generation. A saving acceptance of Christ through 
hearing or reading the Divine word, or receiving 
the gospel message in any way^ is also unquestion- 
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ably a means of attaining this great end, as the 
words of St. Peter imply, when he addresses true 
Christians, as ^'bom again, not of corruptible seed, 
but of inconiiptible, by the word of God, which 
lireth and abideth for ever." So that a man may un* 
dergo this spiritual change in the inner man either 
before or after baptism. But then as baptism is the 
only door of entrance into the visible Church ; as it 
is the only means of being transplanted from the 
wildei*ness of the world into the vineyard of the 
Lord, a man^s state as a Christian is not complete, 
he is not entitled to be called "regenerate and graft- 
ed into the body of Christ's Church," until he has 
been baptized. Just as a man may possess the 
knowledge and courage necessary for a good soldier, 
may have learnt something of military exercises and 
of the science of war, and yet is not entitled to be 
called a soldier until he is properly enlisted or com- 
missioned, until he has received the king's money 
and put on the uniform of his troops. On the other 
hand you may have been duly baptized, and grafted 
into the body of Christ's visible Church ; yea, may 
have undergone that federal change of outward con- 
dition, to which the word regeneration in its secon- 
dary sense is sometimes applied, and yet it may be 
evident from your whole character and conduct, that 
yours has been a change of state only, and not a 
change of nature, that "you are yet in your sins." 
We know, my brethren, that the most savage beasts 
o the forest, the tiger or the lion, when taken young 
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and trained up vrith care and kindness, may be 
tamed to a certain extent. They will fawn upon 
their master and feed from his hand with all the 
gentleness apparently of ordinary domestic animals. 
But let some incident occur to call forth their dor- 
mant ferocity ; and let them but taste blood or ex- 
perience some sudden provocation, and they will 
soon shew that the savage nature of their species 
remains the same as ever, and that theirs was but 
a change of state, the mere effect of circumstances, 
and not a change of nature. And thus may a per- 
son be admitted by baptism into the Church of 
Christ, be carefully trained up and instructed in the 
truths of Christianity, may have learnt to hear and 
read the word and perform other religious duties 
with considerable satisfaction and self-complacency, 
and yet his old nature may remain unchanged, 
the poison of the old serpent which runs through 
the whole human species, may be as strong in him 
as ever, without any antidote powerful enough to 
counteract and subdue it In short, he may be desti- 
tute of that new nature '^ which after God is created 
in righteousness and true holiness.'' Such persons 
are Christians in name, but not in deed and in 
truth ; " having the form of godliness, but denying 
the power thereof." The grand distinguishing point 
between those who are spiritually regenerate and 
those who are not, is that love to God which leads 
us habitually to do His will, to submit to His author- 
ity and dispensation, and to promote His glory ; and 
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thai love to many which leads us constantly to aim 
at doing to others as we would ihey should do unto 
us. Hear the testimony of the great and holy Au- 
gustine to this point: " Love alone," he says, " cou- 
stitutes the distinction between the sons of God and 
the sons of the Devil. Let all ever so devoutly sign 
themselves with the sign of the cross of Christ ; let 
all duly answer *Amen,'— let all sing Hallelujah ; let 
all be ever so regularly baptized ; let all be constant 
in their attendamce upon public worship in tbe 
Churches: let all unsparingly bestow their substance 
in building the walls of cathedrals ; still the sons of 
God are not distinguished from the sons of the Devil, 
except by charity: they who have charity have been 
bom of God ; and they who have it not have not been 
bom of God." And similar to this is the testimony 
of the inspired Apostle St. John, (1 iv. 7,) ** Every 
one that lovelh is born of God, and knoweth God. 
He that loveth not knoweth not God ; for God is 
love." Whilst, however, we maintain that the out- 
ward ordinance of baptism will be of no avail for 
salvation, without a participation of the "inward and 
spiritual grace," and that that spiritual change of 
heart and disposition which I understand by the 
new birth, may possibly take place before or q/ler 
as well as at the time of baptism, I would also 
impress it most strongly upon all of you, bretbren, 
.that no one can, with any reason, expect to receive 
spiritual regeneration who profanely neglects this 
holy ordinance, or wilfully defers it, till the day of 
^eath. He who despises the simplicity of the 
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outward ordinance which God himself has appointed, 
and profanely asks, why may I not as well receive 
these spiritual benefits without the application of the 
water— he who in the spirit of Naaman, despises the 
simple command, '^ wash and be clean/' and asks 
'^ Are not Abana and Pharpar rivers of Damascus, 
better than all the waters of Israel? May I not 
wash in them and be clean ?'' Such an one will look 
in vain for these spiritual blessings from any other 
source. Because the same proud and presumptuous 
spirit which leads him to neglect this divine ordi- 
nance, will assuredly prevent him from humbly em- 
bracing the Gospel of Jesus Christ in whatever way 
it is proposed to him. 

We have thus seen something of the nature 
and benefits of baptism ;— we have seen that it is 
a moral and not a physical means of grace and sal- 
vation*, i.e,y that its value arises from its having 
been expressly appointed by God our Saviour, as a 
means of conveying spiritual blessings to us, and as 
a pledge to assure us thereof; and that we are bound 
to use it in dependance on God's faithfulness to his 
promises. We have seen that the benefits to be 
derived from it, are partly inseparable from it, viz., 
the being ingrafted into Christ's visible Church, 
the passing from the uncovenanted state of the hea- 
then world, into the privileged and covenanted state 
of Christ's professed soldiers and servants. — And 
partly separable, viz., that entire change of heart 
and disposition called spiritual regeneration, which 
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can be judged of only by its fruits, which does not 
invariably and necessarily take place at baptism^ 
but which nevertheless we can hare no right what- 
ever to expect in the wilful neglect of that holy 
ordinance. The investigation of this part of our 
subject has unavoidably occupied so large a portion 
of time, that I must defer the consideration of the 
other two points to a future occasion. 

In conclusion, suffer me, only to remind you, 
brethren, that whatever privileges are inseparable 
from the ordinance of baptism, already belong to 
you, as members of Christ's visible Church, and 
that all the spiritual blessings it is designed to con- 
vey are open to you, and that if you lose them, it 
will be by your own inexcusable neglect. Are you 
then now putting in your claim to these blessings by 
constant and steady endeavours, in dependance on 
the help of God, to live up to your baptismal en- 
gagements, to fight against the world, the flesh, and 
the Devil, and to do the will and promote the glory 
of the Master you have engaged to serve. You can- 
not serve two masters, you cannot with one hand do 
the work of God and with the other the work of the 
Devil, God will be satisfied with no such half ser- 
vice. He says, " My son, give me thine heart." He 
requires your heart and best affections, and surely it 
is a just, a reasonable demand; and one with which 
you are solemnly engaged to comply. Oh! re- 
member then, that the vows of God are upon you • 
think of what the Saviour has done for you, and say' 
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what sacrifice can be too great for Him, who has 
given his life for you. You are not your own, but 
are bought with a price, even with the precious 
blood of the Son of God. You are his by redemp- 
tion, as well as by creation ; therefore glorify Him 
in your bodies and in your spirits, which are His. 



SERMON IV. 



I- 



1 P£TER, ill. 21. 

^^The like figure whereunto even baptism doth 

ALSO NOW SAVE US, (nOT THE PUTTING AWAY OF THB 
FILTH OF THE FLESH, BUT THB ANSWER OF A GOOD 
CONSCIENCE TOWARD GoD,) BY THE RESURRECTION 

OF Jesus Christ." 

IN calling your attention to this passage of Scrip- 
ture on a former occasion, after showing the force 
and propriety of the Apostle^s comparison, and the 
sense in which his assertion, that *^ Baptism doth 
now save us," is to be understood, I endeavoured to 
explain the nature and benefits of this Holy Sacra- 
ment, and to point out the difference between the 
highly privileged and responsible state into which 
every baptized person is necessarily admitted, and 
the inward spiritual change of heart and disposition, 
called spiritual regeneration^ of which baptism is a 
means, as well as a sign or pledge, but which expe- 
rience teaches us, does not always take place in 
baptism, although without it no one can enter the 
kingdom of Heaven. 
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I proceed now to the second point proposed for 
consideration^ viz., what is requisite on our part, in 
order thit baptism may " save us by the resurrec- 
tion of Jesus Christ." This the Apostle states to be, 
the "answer of a good conscience towards God." 

It was customary in the early Church, as it is 
now in the Church of England, to cause all persons 
presented for baptism to be solemnly questioned as 
to whether they were willing to renounce the Devil, 
the world, and the flesh, and to keep God's holy will 
and commandments ; and whether they believed all 
the articles of the Christian faith as held by the 
Church Catholic. And without an answer to these 
questions in the affirmative, and public profession of 
faith, either by the persons themselves if grown up, 
or by their sureties, if in the case of infants, the 
Church would not suffer baptism to be administered 
either then or in the present day. As I am now in 
the course of explaining the baptismal vow at some 
length to the candidates for confirmation, and to 
any others who choose to attend, 1 shall not enter 
into the different parts of that solemn engagement. 

It is not so much to the meaning of the vow, 
as to the feeling and intention with which it is made, 
that I wish now to direct your attention. It is evi- 
dent indeed, from the nature of the thing, as well as 
from the Apostle's words in my text, that upon the 
sincerity of our purposes to keep these engagements, 
and the vigour of our efforts to do so, must depend the 
efficacy of baptism as well as of the other Sacrament, 



68 8£BXo:Er it. 

to which we are afterwards admitted. The answer 
required to be given implies on the part of every one 
who makes it, ^^ repentance towards God and faith 
towards our Lord Jesus Christ/' or as our Church 
Catechism expresses it, *^ Repentance whereby they 
forsake sin, and failh whereby they steadfastly believe 
the promises of God made to them in that Sacra- 
ment." And where this repentance is truly experi- 
enced as well as professed, i.e,f where the sorrow for 
past sin is genuine, Ihe purposes of amendment by 
God's help sincere, where there is a firm belief in the 
eflScacy of Christ's blood to cleanse from all sin, 
and a sense of the infinite debt of gratitude due to 
Him, where, in short, there is a lively faith, such as 
will influence the heart, and life, and conduct, in 
this case God will certainly not suffer us to lose the 
full benefit of this ordinance of his own appointment. 
For no one can make this answer sincerely unless 
his heart is already in some degree influenced by the 
Spirit of God. And we may, therefore, rest assured, 
that all who, being of an age to understand and 
exercise repentance and faith, come to be baptized, 
and make this answer sincerely for themselves, are 
not only engrafted into the body of Christ's visible 
Church, but do receive the spiritual benefits of which 
baptism is the sign and seal ; and these are the for- 
giveness of sins, adoption into the family of God, 
sanclification by the Holy Spirit, and a covenanted 
right and title to eternal happiness. And we may 
be equally assured that those who are dedicated to 
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God by baptism in their infancy, and make this 
answer by their sureties, if as they grow up under 
the influence of a sound religious education, they 
manifest not a profane contempt for this holy ordi- 
nance to which they have been brought in infancy, 
but a sincere desire and purpose to abide by their 
baptismal engagements, and steady endeavours to do 
so, they too will undoubtedly be saved by the resur- 
rection of Jesus Christ; as children of God by adop- 
tion and grace they will be put into possession of all 
the blessings of the Christian covenant, purchased 
for them by the death of their Lord and Saviour, 
who has proved himself to be the "Son of God 
with power by the resurrection from the dead." But 
without this sincerity of purpose, — without this an- 
swer of a good conscience towards God, we shall not 
only lose the benefit of baptism; but the privileges 
it opens and the obligations it lays upon us will only 
aggravate our guilt and increase our condemnation. 
In vain shall we have received the outward ordinance, 
in vain shall we partake of the Lord^s Supper which 
was designed to increase and strengthen the grace 
of baptism, unless we can declare not once only or 
twice, but habitually and as in the presence of God, 
that it is our own desire and endeavour to become 
" holy as God is holy, and to purify ourselves even 
as He is pure." 

These considerations naturally suggest the ques- 
tion contained in our Church Catechism, "Why then 
are infants baptized, when by reason of their tender 
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age they cannot perform the duties of repentance 
and faith, and themselves make the answer of a good 
conscience towards God ?" And it may, therefore, 
be useful here to state the main grounds on which 
the Reformed Church of England, in accordance 
with the Church Calholic in every age, has retained 
the practice of infant baptism. On these points, 
however, I shall be as brief as the subject will ad- 
mit of; and must endeavour to be clear. We have 
seen that baptism is the only appointed door of 
entrance into the ark of Chrisfs Church. It is 
that by which we are transplanted from the un- 
covenanted state of the world at large, into the 
privileged state of Christ's professed soldiers and 
servants to whom all the blessings of the Christian 
covenant are opened. Those who receive it are 
required to make certain promises and engagements, 
and to make a sound profession of failh. It is true 
that infants cannot do this for themselves. But the 
Church requires sureties to do it for them, who en- 
gage that they shall be suitably instructed in the 
truths of the Christian religion, and taught the misan- 
iog of the vows that have been made in their name. 
And since infants though not yet accountable beings, 
have souls that must live for ever in Heaven or in 
Helly we dare not, on the ground of their inability 
to answer, exclude them from the blessings of the 
Christian covenant. And since though they have as 
yet no actual sins to repent of, they are " by nature 
children of wrath/' and have the guilt of original sin 
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to be washed away, we dare not refuse to admit 
them by baptism into the body of Christ's Church, 
out of which there is ordinarily no remission of sins: 
and since too ihey have a corrupt nature which un- 
fits them for heaven until changed by the power of 
the Holy Spirit, we dare not deny them the benefit 
of this holy ordinance which is a divinely appointed 
means as well as a sign and seal of spiritual regene- 
ration. Od these general grounds the Refoi*mers of 
our Church wisely retained the practice of infant 
baptism, convinced that they were authorized to do 
so, 

1st — By the implied sanction, though not the 
express command, of Holy Scripture. Where our 
Lord, in the last charge he gave to his disciples 
(Matt, xxviii. 19,) commanded them to ^*go and teach 
or make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in 
the name of the Father, and of the Sen, and of the 
Holy Ghost ;" had he designed children to be ex- 
cluded, he would doubtless have told them some- 
thing to that effect, considering the large propor- 
tion which children form of the population of every 
country. But as no such exception was made, it is 
most reasonable to conclude, that he intended no 
alteration in this respect from the custom under the 
old dispensation, but that children should henceforth 
be initiated into the Christian religion by baptism, 
as they had hitherto been into the Jewish by cir^ 
cumcision. Again, we read of whole households 
being baptized by the Apostles, as that of Lydia, 
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that of tbe jailer of Philippi and that of Stephanas 
mentioned, (1. Cor. i. 16) in one or all of which we 
cannot but suppose there must have been some 
children. So that it is highly probable the Apos- 
tles themselves baptized infants ; although in the 
first rise of Christianity, the greater number of per- 
sons who were baptized, being of course converted 
Jews or Heathens, their baptisms necessarily occupy 
a more prominent place in the records of the early 
Church, It is true there is no express command 
in Scripture to baptize infants ; neither is there far 
the observance of the first day of the weekj instead 
of the seventh as a Sabbath : but both have the 
sanction of the word of God, both are proper and 
becoming Christians; and we observe the Lord's 
day with as much reverence as if our Lord Himself 
had commanded us to make the change. Indeed it 
w not necessary to have the express command of 
Scripture for every practice in the Church. It is 
sufficient, that it be not contrary to any thing in the 
^ ot God, and that the propriety and advantage 
Of It be manifest to the Church. 

But our Church further deems herself justified 

^ell-kno ^ ^^'^ the example of our Lord on that 

took the inf ^ . interesting occasion, on which he 

and blessed t)i^ *^ ^^* ^^™^' P^^ ^^^ hands upon them, 

iav^e kept th ^^ * ^^^ rebuking those who would 

*o come unto^*^ ^^^^ *^^^* ®^^^> " ^"^^^ ^^"^® children 

**^^> and forbid them not ; for of such is 
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tbe kingdom of Heaven." It is true this was not bap- 
tism; it was before the rite of Christian baptism was 
instituted ; but it clearly indicates the kind and gra- 
cious interest which our blessed Redeemer takes 
in infants, and his readiness to receive them when 
brought by their parents and others, in faith, and 
dedicated to Him as they are in baptism. 

Another ground on which the Church retains 
this practice, is, 

Srdly— The exact correspondence between bap- 
tism and circumcision. 

Circumcision was a kind of Sacrament under 
the old dispensation, as baptism is under the new. 
It was the initiatory rite of the Jewish Church, and 
God required that all the children of the Israelites 
should be admitted into their Church by circumci- 
sion on the eighth day on pain of His heavy displea- 
sure. Now if infants were thus admitted by Divine 
appointment into a Church which was typical of 
another, it could never have been designed by God 
that they should be excluded from one to which that 
former one was only preparatory, and of which the 
spiritual blessings and privileges are confessedly 
of a higher order. Indeed, had the Apostles and 
ministers of the primitive Church refused to baptize 
infants, the Jews who were so careful to have their 
children circumcised, and who were ever on the 
watch for chaiges against the Christians, would pro- 
bably have raised this as a serious objection against 
Christianity, — that children were excluded from its 
communion. Again, 



I.itot bapliim i» ptacliica in the CburcH 
nleslpr..piiety «iid re.soDablene.s ot the 
AU Chvislian., I may venture to say, 
, believe and very justly, that children dy- 
Ibey are yet accountable beings, ate ca- 
„g to Heaven. There is not a parenthere 
any where else in a Christian land, »ho 
shudder at the thought of his infant off- 
g consigned to eternal torments. Now it 
ished principle of the Gospel laid down 
,rd, that no one can enter into heaven 
be bom again. If, then, »e believe that 
y go to Heaven, we must believe them 
th. nevf birth of regeneration by the 
t, tvl.lch is the inward spiritual grace of 
And if we deem them capable of the in- 
ual grace, we cannot without the grossest 
cy, do otherwise than deem them capable 
vard visible aign. These considerations 
lish to most candid and unprejudiced 
icient grounds for not excluding infants 
enefils of baptism. But the Church of 
>es not rest her practice in this panicnlar, 
'IB only, but also and principally oafacti : 
to example of the Church Catholic, by 
nil. orthodox Christian Churches, gene- 
:liout the world, from the AposUes' times 
I say the Church Catholic, because 
Ls of certain heretics in the earlier ages 
3ity to oppose this practice and those of 
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the comparatively small body of professing Chris- 
tians, who have revived this opposition, during the 
last three centuries, are quite insufficient to shake 
the practice or mar the example of the Christian 
Churches generally throughout the world. And I 
have said that we have this example from the Apos- 
tles time downwards : because, although there is no 
express account of this practice in holy Scripture, 
some early Christian writers of the highest authority, 
assert that it was handed down from the Apostles* 
days : and there is one incidental testimony to this 
fact, so curious that I cannot forbear very briefly 
noticing it. It is stated by Justin Martyr, who wrote 
about the middle of the second century, that there 
were many persons then living of sixty and seventy 
years of age, who had been made disciples to Christ 
from their very childhood. Now we know that in 
the primitive Church none were ever accounted and 
called disciples, until they had been baptized. Con- 
sequently, these persons were baptized in early child- 
hood sixty or seventy years before the time when 
Justin wrote, which brings us back to the latter days 
of the Apostle John, in whose life-time, therefore, 
they were baptized. About a century after this, we 
learn from another Christian writer, the famous Cy- 
prian, Bishop of Carthage, that he himself with no 
less than sixty-six other bishops of the Christian 
Churches, met in council at Carthage to discuss the 
question, not whether infants should he baptized at 
all, for of this they had none of them any doubt, 
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but whether their baptism should be deferred to the 
eighth day, as had beeu proposed by some, in order 
to make it coincide more exactly with the correspond- 
ing rite of circumcision in the old Jewish Church. 
The decision was, that it should not be deferred ; 
but what makes this part so valuable to us at present 
is, that it shews that as early as one hundred and 
sixty or one hundred and seventy years after the 
Apostles' times, infant baptism was generally prac- 
ticed, and its propriety generally taken for granted, 
by the Christian Churches throughout the world. 

As a further proof of its prevalence in those 
early times, I may just add, that the orthodox Chris- 
tian Fathers, in their disputes with the Pelagians, 
who deny the doctrine of original sin, were accus- 
tomed to appeal to infant baptism as an established 
and well-known practice, in proof of the fact that 
infants are born in sin, and need spiritual regenera- 
tion before they can go to heaven. As we advance 
lurther in Church history, the practice of cotempo- 
rary writers becomes so frequent and decisive to the 
practice of infant baptism, that it is scarcely needful 
nng forward any more particular instances, and 
a though much might be added on this subject, did 

fih ^ °^** ^^ ^^^ ^ ^^^^^ enough has been said to 
gj^ ' . ^ ^® do not speak rashly and without con- 
is s^nr"^"' ^^f ^ ^^^ ^^^ ^^* ^^® Church of England 
Church ^ ^^ ^^^^s practice by the example of the 
Su r'^^*^^^^^ from the Apostolic times. 

' ^®^> are some of the main grounds on 
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which the reformed Church of England has retained 
the practice of infant baptism. And I believe I 
shall only be expressing the sentiments of the Church 
generally, when I say, that if we had less conclusive 
arguments in favour of this practice than we have at 
present, we would infinitely rather run the risk of 
erring with the Apostles, the Fathers, and the Re- 
formers of the Church, and I may add with the 
Catholic Church for eighteen centuries, than think 
ourselves right with those who, regardless of these 
high and sacred authorities, have marked out a 
course for themselves in this particular, which they 
maintain to be the only right one. 

It may be desirable, before I leave this subject, 
to say a few words on the usual mode of administer- 
ing baptism in our Church, viz., by sprinkling in- 
stead of immersion. It is not indeed so generally 
known as it might be, though any one who consults 
the rubric may satisfy himself of the fact, that the 
Church of England allows immersion to be a proper 
mode of administering baptism, as being the one 
most commonly though not invariably practised in 
the primitive Church, and makes it, in fact, the rule 
in her rubric ; but she also allows sprinkling to be 
adopted on all occasions, where it is not certified 
that the child is able to bear immersion. And so it 
has come to pass, from the coldness and uncertainty 
of our climate and from other causes, that sprinkling 
which was regarded as the exception rather than the 
rule, has become the general and almost imiversal 
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practice, and immersion has become the exception. 
The Church, however, justly regards baptism by 
sprinkling as equally valid with the other mode of 
administration. For the essence of this holy ordi- 
nance consists in the application of water to the 
body, as a symbol of the application of Christ's 
blood to the soul by the operation of the Holy Spirit 
Keeping this in view, the Church has wisely decided, 
that the efficacy of the Sacrament cannot depend 
upon the quantity of the water so applied. For 
provided the symbol appointed by our Lord himself 
be applied to the person by a duly authorized min- 
ister, the smallness of the quantity used can no more 
interfere with the validity of baptism, than the small- 
ness of the portion of the bread and wine taken in 
the Lord's Supper, (which was originally celebrated 
as an actual meal, and was altered to prevent abuses,) 
can destroy the eflScacy of that holy Sacrament. 
The well-known words of St. Paul in Rom. vi. " being 
buried with Christ by baptism into death," which 
are so often brought forward in favour of the pro- 
priety of immersion, even granting that they had a 
distinct reference to this mode of baptizing, would 
furnish no conclusive argument against the practice 
of the Church, since we readily allow that immersion 
is a proper mode, and the one most frequently prac- 
tised in St. Paul's days. But there is no necessity 
to suppose any such reference, or to understand the 
words, " being buried with Christ by baptism," other- 
wise than as a metaphor similar to those sooften oc- 
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curring, of being "crucified with Christ," and ^^ dead 
with Christ," and "risen with Christ." And the im- 
port of it seems to be simply this ; that as the burial 
of Christ after his crucifixion was an open manifes- 
tation of His death lor the sins of the world, so the 
baptism of ihe converts to Christianity was an open 
manifestation and profession of their death unto sin, 
their new birth unto righteousness. 

But to return to the subject of infant baptism. 
Having seen the manifest propriety and excellence 
of the practice, the question may be asked why so 
few comparatively of those who are baptized in in- 
fancy, give evidence as they grow up of spiritual 
regeneration by walking in the fear of God and in 
the comfort of the Holy Ghost? Is it any defect 
in the holy Sacrament of Baptism itself? Or any 
backwardness on the part of the Church to provide 
them with sound religious instruction ? No, my bre- 
thren; next to their own natural depravity, which 
inclines them to forget God and to desire not the 
knowledge of his ways, the chief reason doubtless is 
the inexcusable neglect of Parents and Sponsors in 
not following up the early dedication of their chil- 
dren to God by a careful Christian education. And 
by this I do not mean, that they neglect to send 
them to school. This they are usually glad to do, 
wbere the opportunity offers. But I appeal to your 
own observation, whether parents generally evince a 
real anxiety to follow up the religious instruction 
which their children receive at school or elsewhere 
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by their own admonilions^ their conversation, and 
above all by their example. The religious and gen- 
eral knowledge and the orderly habits acquired in 
well-conducted schools, are it is true invaluable, 
still home is and ever must be the natural and chief 
scene of children's moral and religious education. 
Who so fit to draw them by kindly and well-sustained 
influence into the ways of godliness and peace, as the 
parents to whom from earliest infancy they have al- 
ways looked up with perfect confidence, as their na- 
tural protectors and their best friends, who have first 
taught them the name and nature of God, and from 
whom they have learnt to lisp their earliest prayers 
to Him, in the name of Jesus Christ ? Yet how 
often is the influence which parents naturally pos- 
sess, left unimproved, if not exerted for evil ? How 
often do the scenes which children witness, and the 
words they hear, and the habits they grow accus- 
tomed to at home instead of seconding y serve effectu- 
ally to counteract, the best efforts and instructions of 
ministers and teachers ! How often are their child- 
ish feelings shocked by that most disgraceful and 
disgusting exhibition, a drunken father ! ^ow often 
do their ears grow accustomed to the sounds of curs- 
ing and swearing, to quarrelling, and violent abuse! 
How often do they witness the direct profanation or 
indolent wasting of the Lord's day, the habitual neg- 
lect of public worship, of family and private prayer, 
and of the study of the Scriptures ! And how often 
do they observe deviations firom integrity and ho- 
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nesfy and from a strict regard to truth in the words 
or conduct of those to whom they look up as exam-^ 
pies. O my brethren) these, together with the bane- 
M influence of wicked companions, are among the 
chief causes which blight the budding principles of 
many a promising plant in the visible Church of 
Christ; which defeat the object of early dedication 
to God in baptism, and even of careful cultivation ; 
and cause so many of the youth of our towns and 
villages to grow up in habits of profligacy and vice ; 
which are alike destructive of their own happiness, 
and injurious to their country, and to all with whom 
they associate.— May God grant that these consider- 
ations may lead all those amongst us who, either as 
parents or sponsors, have to answer for children un- 
der their care, and especially those whose children 
are now about to ratify and confirm their baptismal 
engagements, to redouble their efforts to win them to 
the ways of virtue and godliness, not only by serious 
expostulation and instruction, but by the silent force 
of example and by earnest prayer to God in their 
behalf. He alone by His Holy Spirit can so influ- 
ence their hearts as to make the best instructions 
effectual to their conversion, their growth in grace, 
and their eternal welfare. He alone can subdue the 
natural enmity of the carnal mind to the truth as it 
is in Jesus. Fray therefore, brethren, that He will 
open their hearts by his Spirit to receive the truth in 
the love of it. That He vnll convince them of the 
evil and misery of sin, both in this life and in that 

E 
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which is to come, and shew them the happy privi- 
leges of His true children. That so when hereafter, 
we all stand together before the jadgment-seat of 
Christ, you may not have the unspeakable anguidx 
of reflecting, that you have been in any way instru- 
mental in bringing those you love into condemna- 
tion ; but may be able, with humble confidence and 
adoring gratitude, to say, ^^ Lo ! here am I and the 
children thou hast given mef' and may hear that 
joyful sentence pronounced, ^^ Well done, good and 
faithful servant ; thou hast been faithful over a few- 
things, I will make thee ruler over many things ; enter 
thou into the joy of thy Lord.*' 



SERMON V. 



2. Timothy i. 18. 



*' Hold fast the form of sound Words, which 
thou hast heard of mb, in faith and love which 
IS IN Christ Jesus." 

' WE cannot read with attention the Epistles of St. 
Paul, and the other Apostles, without discovering 
that the Church whilst yet in its infancy, was rent 
with heresies and divisions. The pure doctrines of 
the Gospel taught by the inspired Apostles, were so 
humbling to human nature, that even amongst those 
who professed to receive them, men were found ac- 
tive in their endeavours to mar or counteract them, 
by introducing other doctrine^ more in accordance 
with old prejudices, and more congenial to the pride 
of man^s heart. And thus, no sooner had Christian 
Churches sprung up in various parts, and begun to 
bring forth fruit under the nurturing care of the 
Apostles who had planted them, than there appear- 
ed within the very pale of them tares and weeds, 
which not only caused doubts and divisions, but if 
unchecked might have overspread the whole Church, 
and have sapped the foundations of Christianity. 
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One of the earliest and most dangerous of these 
divisions was caused by certain Jewish Teachers at 
Rome, who whilst they professed to receive Chris- 
tianity, maintained that the works of the law were 
still the trae efficient cause of man^s salvation ; and 
would thus have made the sacrifice of Christ of none 
effect It was on this ac'count that St Paul, in his 
Epistle to the Romans, proves by such poweifiil and 
conclusive arguments, the great doctrine of justifi- 
cation by faith. The disputes in the early Christian 
Church were by no means confined to this one point* 
At the time St Paul addressed his Epistles to Timo- 
thy, its peace and harmony were disturbed by many 
false and self-appointed teachers, who by vain dis- 
cussions and foolish talkings, if they did not actually 
falsify, yet at least clouded and mystified the simpli- 
city of the Gospel. Some of these were of Jewish, 
others of Heathen origin : the former sought to exalt 
their fables and traditions to a level with the Gospel, 
the latter to blend with Christianity the opinions of 
heathen philosophers. And all were probably sub- 
tle and specious arguers, well qualified to lead astray 
the ignorant and unwary, in whom Christian princi- 
ples were not very firmly rooted; St. Paul therefore 
repeatedly warns Timothy against them, exhorting 
him to keep clear of such vain disputations. You 
will find reference to the subject in (1 Tim. i. 4.) 
^ Neither give heed to fables and endless genealogies, 
which minister questions, rather than godly edifying 
which is in faith." And again, (1 Tim. vi. 20.) '* O 
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Timoihj, keep that which is committed to thy trast, 
avoiding profane and vain babblings, and oppositions 
of science falselj so called; which some profess- 
ing have erred concerning the faith.** And again, 
(2 Urn. ii. 16.) *' Shun profane and vain babblings : 
for they wiU increase nnto more ungodliness." You 
will perceiye that the danger against which Timothy 
is here warned, arose, not so much from those who 
boldly asserted false and heretical doctrines, as from 
those who, beginning with apparently trifling de- 
viations from the standard of the Gospel, might 
gradually be led onward by vain and specious dis- 
cussions from one false position to another, until 
they should at length have wandered far and wide 
from the faith and practice of Christians. It was 
doubtless with a special view to security against 
such dangers, that St. Paul thus exhorts him in the 
text: "Hold fast the form of sound words, which 
thou hast heard of me, in faith and love which is in 
Christ Jesus.** 

The expression " hold fast the form of sound 
words,** might be otherwise and perhaps more liters 
ally rendered, ** Keep an impress or example, of 
sound words, which thou hast heard of me." Either 
. way it would appear that the Apostle does not here 
refer immediately to the sacred Scriptures of which 
he would probably not have spoken in these terms, 
but rather to some epitome of Christian doctrine 
which he had himself given to Timothy, or which 
Timothy was recommended to form for himself and 
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for the benefit of the Churches over which he pre- 
sided. Viewed in this light the passage may well 
be regarded as an exhortation to the Church of 
Christ, in which Timothy held the office of a bishop, 
to have at all times, a form or example of sound 
words, drawn from and proved by the Holy Scrip- 
tures, which may serve at once as a standard of doc- 
trine, a guide in devotion, and a safeguard against 
heresy and innovation. Such a form of sound words 
do we possess in the beautiful and comprehensive 
Liturgy of our Church. And I have brought these 
words of St. Paul before you this morning in order 
to draw your attention — 

1st — To the advantages of a Liturgy generally. 

2ndly — To the peculiar excellencies of the Lit- 
urgy of our Church. And, 

1st — As to the advantages of a Liturgy gener- 
ally. The word Liturgy means literally a public ser- 
vice. Now of all services that man can be engaged 
in, the service and worship of God necessarily holds 
the highest place. And if the adoration of each in- 
dividual believer is acceptable to God through Jesus 
Christ, much more is the united and public service 
of a whole assembly of his people. Tlie first and 
most obvious advantage of such a form of worship 
is, that it senses as a help to devotion. We must all 
be aware that amongst the members of every Chris- 
tian congregation, there must necessarily be many 
even of those who desire to worship God in spirit 
and in truth, who are incapable, from the want of 
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knowledge and experience, of expressing the wants 
and necessities of a whole congregation in a decent 
and becoming fonn. It is true that the humblest 
and most unlearned believer, who has been led to 
mourn over his sins and feel his spiritual wants, 
may pour out his heart before God in secret, un^ 
aided by any thing but the teaching of the Spirit, 
and the prayer of penitence and faith, though feebly 
and scantily expressed, will ascend as the incense 
to Him who waiteth to be gracious. But it does 
not follow that such a one is capable of summing up 
the petitions of all those who have assembled with 
him in the house of God, or of making known the 
wants of all his fellow-creatures for whom he is 
bound to pray. Besides, supposing it were possible 
for each person to do this, yet if every one were left 
in the house of God to worship in his own words, 
and according to his own feelings, the whole service 
would be no more than the separate worship of so 
many individuals ; whereas, the very design of as» 
sembling together within the same sacred walls, is 
that the whole congregation may with one heart and 
one voice unite in praising the God of their salva- 
tion. 

From these considerations you will, I think, per- 
ceive the absolute necessity of there being some one 
to lead the devotions of a Christian congregation. 
But although this proves the necessity for a leader, 
it does not at all prove the advantage of a set form 
of prayer and praise for the leader himself to make 
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nae o£ Let us see, howerer, whether there is not 
the same necessity for the one as for the other. It 
has been already observed, that there are compara- 
tively few persons capable of summing up the wants 
and necessities of all for whom they are bound to 
pray ; still fewer are there whose memories and ex- 
perience enable them, without much previous pre- 
paration, to lead the worship of a whole congregation. 
The generality of men must necessarily be liable to 
run into long effusions of ill digested matter, in 
which, after all, many things may be omitted, which 
ought to find a place in congregational prayers. 
But granting that a few might be found whose great 
experience and singular gifts, might enable them to 
lead the public worship in a becoming manner, yet 
these could only benefit the particular congregation 
over which they happened to preside. The greater 
part would still be as far as ever from the desired 
object Or again, if it be said that all might by 
previous study and preparation, malce up for the 
want of experience and natural powers, this is but 
a tacit acknowledgment that they stand in need of 
some form of sound words to enable them to perform 
their duty aright But granting that every minis-' 
ter might either by his natural powers, or by study 
and preparation, be always enabled to give utterance 
to a prayer sufficient for the purposes of congrega- 
tional worship ; which I would ask, is likely to be 
ihe most perfect and comprehensive form ; the words 
of a sbgle individual, who, however excellent in him- 
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self, may be swayed by particular views and feelings, 
and who, if he does not speak on the spur of the 
moment, most necessarily have given but a short 
time to the preparation for this solemn duty ; or a 
form of sound words drawn up in the spirit and 
often in the language of Scripture, by the combined 
labours of a body of wise and holy and learned men, 
who have devoted their time and talents, and all 
their powers of mind to this sacred work ? 

Many other arguments might be brought to bear 
upon the same point, would time admit of it. But 
what has been said, will I trust, be sufficient to shew 
that the first and most obvious advantage of a Lit- 
urgy, such as we use, is, that it is the most becoming 
and most effectual aid to public devotion. It may, 
however, be well to observe, that the use of set forms 
of prayer and praise is sanctioned not only by the 
example of the Church in all ages, but by the autho- 
rity of Scripture. If you go back to the early parts of 
the Jewish Dispensation, you will find (Num. vi. 23,) 
that God did not leave it to Moses to bless the peo- 
ple, as he himself thought fit, nor did He merely 
suggest to his mind the substance of what he should 
say, but He prescribed to him the precise form of 
words in which the blessing should be pronounced. 
We find too, from Jewish Historians, that the song 
of Moses composed on the occasion of the destruc- 
tion of the Egyptians in the Red Sea, was adopted 
into the Jewish Liturgy, and formed a part of their 
daily public service through all succeeding ages. 

e2 
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(Lewis' Heb, Repub. Book II. Chap, 12 J And 
(2 Cbron. xxiz. 80,) you will find that it was cus- 
tomary in the Jewish Church, to praise God with 
the Psalms of David, those very Psalms which we 
still use. Besides which, their books of Common 
Prayer contained Hymns out of different parts of 
Holy Scripture, as well as forms of blessings thanks- 
giving, and supplications, penned at different times 
by men eminent in their Church. These are import- 
ant precedents, because although the Jewish Dis- 
pensation has long since given way to the Gospel, 
we cannot reasonably doubt the advantage of a cus- 
tom sanctioned by God Himself, and adopted into 
a Church, which in its origin, was an immediate 
Divine appointment, and was afterwards under the 
special care and superiutendance of Jehovah. Then 
if we come down to Gospel times, we have a long 
form of prayer presented by our Lord Himself to 
his Disciples. And it is an historical fact, that 
from the first age of Christianity, forms of public 
prayer were in use in the various Christian Churches 
throughout the world, not always the same in the 
letter, but always the same in the spirit, and bearing 
some resemblance to each other. The use of a Li- 
turgy then is the most important aid to public wor- 
ship, because it leaves no room for the devotions of a 
congregation to be marred by the carelessness, or 
the want of ability or of preparation on the part of 
him who leads them, but provides at all times for 
the solemn and due performauce of the sacred duty 
" nrayer and praise. 
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Another manifest advantage of a well compiled 
Liturgy is, that it is a safeguard against omissions 
and innovations. Men of good feelings and honor- 
able principles are liable to be swayed by prejudices 
and to fall into error. Even ministers whose busi- 
ness it is to divide the word of truth, giving to each 
bis portion in due season, may from their own par- 
ticular views, be inclined to lay too great a stress 
upon some doctrines to the exclusion of others 
equally important ; nay, it is possible for them to 
be infected with dangerous heresies. And however 
men may intend to act impartially, they will almost 
insensibly be led to utter the sentiments and to 
adopt the phraseology more or less in accordance 
with their own views. So that a minister, even giv- 
ing him credit for good intentions, might thus be 
the means of misleading and endangering his flock, 
without some counteracting power. Now, a well 
compiled Liturgy, into which all the doctrines of the 
Gospel are impartially and practically interwoven, 
is an effectual safeguard against this. The minister 
who uses it can neither keep back any thing impor- 
tant, nor add any thing dangerous. Even if his 
preaching should be defective or have an erroneous 
tendency, his prayers would be an antidote to it. 
And though feeble in capacity and partial in his 
views, and it may be, unimpressed himself with the 
value and importance of the truths he utters, yet he 
is compelled in the ordinary performance of his duty, 
to give his congregation the full benefit of all the 
great doctrines of the religion they profess. 
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A blind man who bears a lantern in the dark, 
though no way the better for it himself, jet cannot 
prevent those around him from profiting by its light, 
as much as if he himself beheld it. And therefore it 
is that our Holy Church, has not left her members 
to depend for guidance in their worship, only on the 
knowledge and piety and impartiality of individuals, 
but in her Creeds, and her admirable Liturgy, has 
provided that whenever they meet together to wor- 
ship God in public, they shall have set before them 
so clear and full a statement of Christian doctrine, 
that none who do not wilfully shut their eyes, can 
help seeing the light The word Liturgy or Public 
Service, is emphatically applied to the authorized 
form of prayer and praise and thanksgiving by which 
the members of a Christian Church worship God in 
public. 

There is one more advantage arising from the 
use of a Liturgy, which I shall mention, and that is 
that it forms as it were a bond of union between all 
the members of the same Church, and beautifully 
represents the harmony of feeling and purpose that 
ought to subsist among them. How cheering and 
delightful is the thought, that not only throughout 
this favoured laud, but wherever, in the remotest 
comers of the earth, our Holy Church has spread her 
branches there on each Sabbath at the solemn hour 
of prayer, her members flock together to the house 
of God, with one and the same form of sound words, 
to offer up the same praises, to implore for each 
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other the same blessing, and to listen to the same 
portions of the Sacred Word. It is true that in onr as* 
semblies here on earth, this unanimity too often exists 
only in outward appearance. Wandering thoughts 
and the spirit of the world, too often intrude on 
men's devotions, and the feelings of the heart have 
little correspondence with the bended knee and the 
the lips opened for praise. But if we could con- 
ceive the whole Church throughout the world, join- 
ing with deep and heartfelt devoutness in the same 
expressions of prayer, and thanksgiving, and praise; 
surely it would be the nearest approach we could 
have on earth, to the worship of the heavenly hosts 
in the courts above, where as voice answers to voice, 
so the will and affections are blended together, and 
hearts unite to hearts, and the service is one unbroken 
sacrifice, and one uninterrupted song. — ^But I pro- 
ceed to point out, 

2ndly— Some of the peculiar excellencies of the 
Liturgy of our Church. And in the first place let 
me direct your attention to what may be called, if 
the expression is allowable, its ScripturaUty, t . «., its 
perfect accordance with the spirit and even the let- 
ter of Holy Scripture. Besides the great portion of 
Scripture itself which in the Lessons and Psalms, the 
Epistle and Gospel, form an essential part of each 
public service ; the great truths of the Gospel in all 
their purity and simplicity, are wrought into the 
prayers and supplications, the praises and thanks- 
givings which we use. A glance at the contents of 
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some parts of our Liturgy, will be enough to con- 
vince us that this is the case. In the Confession, for 
instance, at the beginning of the Service, how fuUj 
do we acknowledge the great Scripture truth, of the 
guilt and depravity of our fallen nature, our grievous 
departures from the holy law of God, and our need 
of pardon through the Redeemer's blood, and of 
saoctification by his Spirit. In tbe Absolution again, 
how clearly is set forth the tender ^compassion of 
God for a lost and ruined world; which led Him 
not to will the death of a sinner, but to send His 
own dear Son to die for them, that all who repent 
and believe in him, may receive a full and free for- 
giveness. In the Lord's prayer which follows, we 
have that very fomi of sound words which our bless- 
ed Saviour himself gave to his disciples. Its di- 
vine origin al(yae gives it at once the highest claim on 
our attention, and binds us to adopt it as a per- 
fect model : but the more we study it and become 
acquainted with the heavenly spirit, and compre- 
hensive meaning of each petition it contains, the 
more we shall be convinced that it is the most 
foil and perfect expression of a believing penitent's 
wants, that ever was or ever could have been drawn 
up. The frequent occurrence of the Lord's prayer 
in our Church Liturgy, is indeed sometimes made a 
ground of complaint ; but it should be remembered 
that this arises from the circumstances of three dis- 
tinct services ; the order for morning prayer ; the 
the Litany ; and tbe Communion, being united in our 
ordinary morning service. 
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But it was the wise intention of the Compilers 
of our Liturgy, that itvice at least the prayer should 
be repeated on all occasions of public worship. 
Once near the commencement, to be as it were a 
guide or model for the prayers that were to follow ; 
and afterwards again, at the close of the Litany or 
elsewhere, to supply whatever from man's imperfect 
knowledge of bis wants, had been deficient in the 
supplications that had gone before. But again in the 
Psalms we praise God in the very words of inspira* 
tion ; and in the Lessons we seek instruction from 
the word of God — And in the prayers that follow, 
we acknowledge the Sovereign power and over-ruling 
Providence of God, imploring His protection in all 
dangers and temptations, and beseeching Him for 
Chiisf s sake, to bestow upon us those blessings both 
temporal and spiritual, of which we severally stand 
in need. In the Litany again, in the very outset, 
we profess the great scriptural doctrine of the Tri- 
nity, or three persons in one God, praying to God 
the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Ghost; 
first separately, and then unitedly, and imploring 
each Divine Person in the Godhead, to have mercy 
upon us, and to perform that part in the work of our 
salvation, which the Scripture points out as belong* 
ing to his particular office. We might trace this 
scriptural spirit through many other parts of our Li- 
turgy, but what we have seen already, will I trust, be 
enough to shew that this scripturality is one of its 
distinguishing excellencies. But observe also, its 
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comprehensiveness. And first as a gnide in dero- 
tion. Nothing is omitted which sinners seeking par- 
don through the blood of a Redeemer, can possibly 
need to pray for when they worship God in public. 
It is true this admirable form by no means does 
away with the necessity of private devotion. When 
we meet together to worship God in his house, we 
come not so much to open our individual case to 
God, as to praise Him for our mercies, and to ask 
for the supply of those temporal and spiritual wants, 
which are common to all of us. The shades of cha« 
racter and circumstances of different persons are so 
varied, that no one form of prayer, however compre- 
hensive, could take in each particular case. The 
besetting sins and peculiar temptations of individuals 
can often be known only to themselves, and there- 
fore their sorrow for these sins, and their temporal 
as well as spiritual wants, must be made known to 
God in secret prayer. But whatever we stand in 
need of as a body of Christians— whatever we require 
in common^ as partakers of the same fallen nature, 
baptized into the same Church, professing the same 
faith, and seeking pardon through the same divine 
Mediator, all is folly comprehended in the Liturgy 
of our Church. 

Ijut It is equally comprehensive as a standard of 
doctrine ; every thing is contained in it which it is 
essential for us to know and believe, for the salva- 
tion of our souls. It is not left to the option of the 
mmister to declare or keep back any parts of Scrip. 
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tore trutby nor ev^en to direct the attention of his 
flock more particularly to one great doctrine than 
another. For besides the ordinary morning and 
evening services, which as we have seen, are them- 
selves replete with Scripture troth ; on every festival 
of our Church the particular doctrines dependant 
on, or connected with, the event celebrated, are dis- 
tinctly introduced into the service of the day, by 
means of the Collect, the Epistle, and Gospel, and 
are thus brought immediately before every congrega- 
tion. Thus we are forced as it were to contemplate 
in succession, the incarnation and birth of our 
blessed Lord, his temptation, his sufferings, and his 
death, and resurrection, and his ascension into hea- 
ven ; next our attention is called to the outpouring 
of the Holy Spirit on the day of Pentecost ; and 
then we have a day appointed for the special con- 
sideration of the great doctrine of the Trinity. So 
that once at least in every year from the comprehen- 
sive nature of our Liturgy, ministers are obliged in 
the regular course of their duty, to give their congre- 
gations a clear and full statement of each great 
doctrine of our religion. And thus, brethren, we 
have in this form of sound words a standard of faith 
and doctrine, which amidst the clouds of superstition 
and heresy, and the tumult of conflicting opinions, 
will make itself seen, so long as our holy Church 
continues, and will afford her members at all times 
a point to rally round and be safe. Lastiy, I would 
beg you to observe the spirituality of our Liturgy. 
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This is indeed its crowning excellence : it is no 
cold and formal statement of the vital tniths it con- 
tains. There runs through the whole of it a spirit 
of deep humility and unfeigned gratitude, and a 
fervour of devotion, which shows it to have been the 
work of men deeply sensible of the guilt and misery 
of our fallen race, and fully alive to all our spiritual 
wants, and to the boundless love of Him who has 
promised to supply them. Who can read those 
solemn ejaculations near the commencement of the 
service, or those fervent supplications to the Lamb 
of God at the close of the Litany, and not be 
struck with their fitness to express the breathings of 
a broken and contrite spirit ? And hard and impen- 
etrable must be the heart of him who can listen to 
such expressions with cold indifference, as if he had 
no concern in them ; or let them fall from his tongue 
from the mere force of habit, without a thought 
about the blessings so earnestly implored. 

Having thus seen a few of the advantages of a 
Liturgy in general, and also some of the peculiar 
excellencies of the Liturgy of our Church, let us 
in conclusion, brethren, apply to ourselves the ex- 
hortation of St. Paul to Timothy, '* to hold fast this 
form of sound words which we have received." Let 
us remember from whom we have received it ; by 
whose care it was compiled. It was principally the 
work of our Reformers, though in substance it had 
been in use for ages ; those holy and devoted men to 
whose heroic exertions in the cause of truth we owe, 
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pure religion we profess, and some of whom sealed 
with their blood the holy doctrines they maintained. 
And we are scarcely less indebted to others who 
succeeded them, and who unmoved by the taunts of 
enemies, and the advice of pretended friends, firmly 
resisted all change and innovation, and clung to this 
form of sound words, as the standard of Protestant 
faith. Let it be our aim then to imitate tbem, 
thankfully acknowledging the privilege of living in 
such a land, and belonging to a Church in which 
such a standard is found. But let us not forget the 
closing words of the Apostle's exhortation, that we 
should hold it fast, not with the pride of superiority 
or the pertinacity of party spirit, but in faith and 
love which is in Christ Jesus. We shall best shew 
our jealous regard for the holy doctrines we profess, 
by the practical effect they have upon our life and 
conversation. Deeply sensible of our lost and ruin- 
ed state through sin, and of the infinite mercies of 
Him who died that we might live, and living in the 
daily exercise of faith and love to Him ; of control 
over ourselves, and of charity towards our fellow- 
creatures ; we shall prove that it is not for the form 
of words only we make so resolute a stand, but that 
whilst we struggle to preserve the golden casket, the 
real object of our solicitude is the treasure it con- 
tains. May God of His infinite mercy grant that 
that treasure may be ours ; and that having enjoyed 
the privilege of worshipping and praising Him 
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together here below, we may after the close of our 
career on earth, awake to unite our voices with those 
of the heavenly Hosts, in ascribing blessing and 
honour, and glory and poweir, unto Him that sitteth 
on the throne, and to the Lamb for ever, and for 
ever. 



SERMON VI. 



1 John i. 9. 



'^ If we confess oub sins, He is faithfitl and just 
TO forgive us oub sins, and to cleanse us from 

ALL unrighteousness.'^ 

WE took a general view last Sunday morning of 
the advantage of a Liturgy, and also of some of the 
peculiar excellencies of the one used in our Church, 
I propose as a continuation of the subject, to bring 
before you in succession, some of the principal parts 
of our Liturgy, in the hope that the consideration 
of them may be the means of leading us all to value 
it more highly, and to enter more deeply into the 
spirit of every part of that sacred Service whenever 
we make use of it. 

We shall begin with that which is the first and 
one of the most important of our pubfic prayers — 
General Confession. The Service opens with the 
reading of one or more passages of Holy Scripture, 
well suited to remind men of their guilty, lost condi- 
tion, through sin, and of the readiness of God to 
receive the returning penitent ; after which the min- 
ister proceeds to exhort his congregation in the 
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most earnest and affectionate manner, to join toge- 
ther with heart and voice in confessing their sins to 
Almighty God, as the first step towards obtaining 
forgiveness. This exhortation, you will observe, 
is founded upon the authority of Holy Scripture. 
" The Scripture moveth us," we are told, " in sun- 
dry places to acknowledge and confess our manifold 
sins and wickedness." And numberless, indeed, are 
the passages in the Holy Scriptures, both in the Old 
and New Testament, in which this duty of confes- 
sion is urged upon us. It is enforced in every pos- 
sible way, by direct precepts, by the example of 
devout men in every age, by denunciations of the 
evil consequences of neglecting it, and by promises 
annexed to the right performance of it. If we go 
back to the books of Moses, there we find (Lev. xvi. 
21,) directions are given respecting the ceremony of 
the scape goat, which was a type of Him who was in 
due time to bear our sins in His own body, ^ And 
Aaron shall lay both his hands upon the head of the 
live goat, and confess over him all the iniquities of the 
children of Israel, and all their transgressions in all 
their sins.'^ And again, (Num. v. 5.) *'And the Lord 
spake unto Moses, saying. Speak unto the children of 
Israel, When a man or woman shall commit any sin 
that men commit, to do a trespass against the Lord, 
and that person be guilty ; then shall they confess 
their sin which they have done." Here is the daty 
both of general and individual confession enjoined 
upon the Israelites as a Church and nation. Bat 
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turn to the Prophets and you mU find similar direct 
commands, as in (Jer. iii. 13,) " Only acknowledge 
thine iniquity, that thou hast transgressed against 
the Lord thy God ;" and in (Hos. v. 15,) " I will go 
and return to my place, till they acknowledge their 
offence, and seekmy face." And (Joel ii. 12,) 
"Turn ye even to me with all your heart, and with 
fasting, and with weeping, and with mourning : and 
rend your heart, and not your garments, and turn 
unto the Lord your God." 

If we look for examples to enforce this duty we 
shall find them equally abundant. In the book of 
Job (viL 20,) we find him acknowledging his sinful- 
ness as the source of his misery. In the Psalms of 
David, the man after God's own heart, how often do 
we find the most humiliating confessions of sinfiil- 
ness, both in nature and practice. Thus in Psalm 
xxxii. 5, ^^I acknowledge my sin unto thee, and mine 
iniquity have I not hid." And again, (li. 5,) " Behold, 
I was shapen in iniquity ; and in sin did my mother 
conceive me;" and in (Psalm cvi. 6,) "we have sinned 
with our fathers, we have committed iniquity, we 
have done wickedly." If we turn to the book of 
Nehemiah, we firid in the 1st chapter, that no sooner 
had Nehemiah heard in Babylon of the lamentable 
condition of his countrymen at Jerusalem, than he 
immediately humbled himself before God, confess- 
ing with deep contrition of soul, the sins both of 
his coimtrymen, and himself, and his father*s house. 
And in Dan. ix. 4 5, we find a like example. I 
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might refer you to vaiious other passages of 
tore, in which this duty is enforced by the danger 
of neglecting it, and the safety and benefit arising 
firom a due performance of it, as in ProT* xxviiL 18, 
where it is said, ^^ He that covereth his sins shall not 
prosper: but whoso confesseth and forsaketh them 
shall have mercy," which is in perfect accordance 
with the words of the text. ^^ If we confess oar sins, 
he is faithful and just to forgiye us our sins, &c.'* 
What we have seen will however be enough to shew^ 
how fiilly the language of our Church on this subject 
is borne out by the authority of Scripture. 

I shall therefore proceed in humble dependance 
on the aid of that Divine Spirit, who alone can guide 
us into all truth—- 

1st— To make a few observations on the general 
necessity of confession ; and 

2ndly.— 'To examine into the confession in our li- 
turgy, observing how it hannonizes with Holy Scrip, 
ture, and applying it practically to ourselves. And^ 

Istd — ^As to the necessity of confession : 

Confession is necessary, because it is the express 
command of Ood ; and if there were no other reason 
i6 be assigned for it, even though we could discover 
no benefit whatever arising from it, this alone would 
make it a duty binding on all. But firom what Gt>d 
has revealed to us of his character and perfections, of 
his wisdom and power, his justice and holiness, and 
his boundless love to his creatures, we should at 
once be satisfied that whatever He requires of us 
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be holy J just J and good. Some indeed, may be ready 
to ask, why is the confession of sin so necessary ? 
Certainly not merely to make known to God our 
sins and iniquities, " For His eyes are in every 
place, beholding the evil and the good." Prov. xv. 
8. Every action of our lives, whether good or bad, 
whether trifling or important, secret or open, is 
marked by His all-seeing eye. Every sinful or idle 
word that falls from our lips, every passion or tem- 
per that rises within us, every corrupt propensity, 
every thought that passes in our minds, is known to 
the Searcher of hearts, even before it is conceived 
or uttered. " O Lord, Thou hast searched me and 
known me," says David, " Thou knowest my down- 
sitting and uprising, Thou understandest my thought 
afar off." (Ps. cxxxix. 1, 2.) 

But confession of sin is necessary to awaken in 
our own minds a sense of our true position in the 
sight of God, and to remind us of our constant need 
of His pardoning mercy, and of His 'renewing and 
sanctifying grace. Although we cannot conceal 
our sins from God, we may easily conceal them from 
ourselves. We may deny, we may palliate, we may 
forget them. Few, indeed, have the hardihood to 
deny their sins altogether, but many will maintain 
that they have always lived what is termed * a good 
life,' and that as they have escaped those glaring 
sins into which many others may have fallen, and 
have been kind and charitable, and have enjoyed a 
good reputation in the world, they cannot be such 
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sinners as they are represented, and may fairly look 
for favour and acceptance with God. Others, again, 
whilst they allow that their sins are many and great, " 
endeavour to excuse or palliate them ; the weakness 
of their nature, the many temptations that assail 
them, the extreme difficulty of living a holy life, are 
brought forward as excuses for their many offences ; 
and they cannot believe that sin under such circum- 
stances, can be so ruinous in its nature and so hate- 
ful in the sight of God. 

Then again^ how prone we all are to forget oinr 
sins ! How many sins and iniquities that marked 
our childhood, youth, and riper years, which were 
unheeded at the time or have long since perished 
from our memories, have been noted down only in 
that book of remembrance which shall be opened at 
the last day ! And how many idle, evil words do 
we utter ; how many vain and sinful thoughts flit 
through our minds each day; which though they 
call for repentance and humiliation before God, are 
unheeded and forgotten, amidst the cares, the busi- 
ness, and the pleasures of the world. Now all this 
tends to blind us to our true position in the sight of 
God ; to conceal our sins from view ; and as a ne- 
cessary consequence, to make us undervalue the 
great and perfect work of the Redeemer. Confes- 
sion of sin therefore is absolutely necessary, to re- 
mind us of our grievous departures from the holy 
and spiritual law of God, and to humble us in the 
dust under a sense of our deserts. And we must 
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not rest satisfied with only general acknowledg- 
ments of guilt, we must search out those particular 
sins to which we are severally most prone ; the 
transgressions of each day in thought, word, and 
deed should be carefully reviewed, and laid before- 
God in all their aggravations ; with deep sorrow on 
account of them, and with earnest supplications for 
pardon, and for strength to avoid them for the future. 
This, as it will dgily teach us the hopelessness of 
seeking to satisfy divine justice ourselves, will make 
us prize more highly that great atoning sacrifice, by 
which a full and perfect satisfaction has been made 
for us. 

Confession of sin is also necessary as an ac- 
knowledgment of the justice of God in His dealings 
with His fallen creatures ; both in the punishment 
denounced against sin, and in the way provided for 
escaping that punishment. God's perfect justice 
required, in the first instance, the eternal punish- 
ment of all sin ; but when, impelled by boundless 
love, He determined to pardon sinners, the same 
justice still required a perfect satisfaction for sin, 
which was made by the sacrifice of the incarnate 
Son of God himself. * Now, when we deny or ex- 
cuse our sins, we do in effect deny, both the justice 
of God in our condemnation and our own need of for- 
giveness through the blood of Christ ; just as a con- 
demned criminal, who should receive an offer of 
free pardon irom his sovereign, if he persisted in 
denying his guilt, would impugn the justice of the 
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sentence that had been passed upon him ; would in 
effect deny his need of forgiveness, and would thus 
fairly cut himself off from the mercy of his prince. 
But when we confess our sins, and humble ourselves 
before God on account of them, wc virtually acknow- 
ledge His perfect justice as displayed, first, in our 
condemnation on account of sin ; then in His requir- 
ing so infinitely precious an atonement for sin ; and 
lastly, in his excluding from the hope of eternal life, 
all those who refuse to be saved in the way pointed 
out in the Gospel. " He that believeth and is bap- 
Mzed shall be saved, and be that believeth not shall 
be damned." And thus by habitual confession of 
sin, we only render the tribute due to the justice of 
God, in the spirit of Oavid when he says, (Ps. li. 4,) 
*' Against Thee, Thee only have I sinned, and done 
this evil in Thy sight: that Thou mightest be justified 
when Thou spealccst, and be clear when Thou judg- 
est." And how precious is the assurance, that, 
justly as we are exposed to the wrath and indigna- 
fet, if in sincerity of heart we confess 
is faithful and just to forgive them, 
irget the covenant He has made with 
rist. For He is of His own nature, by 
npassion and boundless love, inclined 
> His favour; and all that He looks for 
ken contrite spirit, a humble acknow- 
ur guilt and unworthincss, and a sin- 
amend, and to be restored to that 
nhicb through sin we have lost. 
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This view of the absolute necessity of confession, 
will enable us to see the propriety with which the 
general confession is placed at the very commence- 
ment of the services of our Church. 

But we must proceed to examine into this part 
of our service, observing how it harmonizes with 
Holy Scripture, and applying it practically to our- 
selves. 

The word of God declares, and his ministers are 
bound to proclaim, that mankind are by nature, as 
well as by practice, lost and ruined through sin; 
and that, left to themselves, they could have no hope 
of recovery. But in pressing this important, though 
humbling truth upon their hearers, the ministers of 
the Gospel are sometimes charged with seeking to 
drive men to melancholy or despair. And, although 
they bring proof from Scripture for every assertion 
they make, and t^LUS shew that they are only doing 
their duty, as faithful stewards of the mysteries of 
God ; yet such proofs are often explained away, as 
applying not to mankind in general, but only to 
the more abandoned part. Now let us see whether 
every member of the Church of England does not 
fully acknowledge this great truth, as regards him- 
self^ every time he joins in the public service of 
his Church. We begin our confession with saying, 
" We have erred and strayed from thy ways like lost 
she^p,'V this- is a very [significant expression, and it 
is well worthy our attention; it implies not merely 
that we have wandered far fi-om God, but that we 
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have never sought to return to Him. Other itnimals 
find their way back when they have wandered from 
their home, but seldom does a lost sheep return to 
the fold from which it has strayed ; if it return at all, 
it is not by any foresight of its own. How true a 
picture does this afford of the condition of our fallen 
race. That we have wandered far and wide firom the 
ways of God is too plain to be denied ; but how few 
discover any anxiety to return to Him ! How few 
search the Scriptures diligently in order to find the 
way back, and implore help and guidance from God 
with the earnestness their case demands. 

Is it inquired wherein we have so greatly erred? 
the next acknowledgment we make affords the most 
satisfactory answer : ^^ We have followed too much 
the devices and desires of our own hearts," How 
true is tbis too ! Look at mankind in every stage of 
life, in childhood and youth, in manhood and old 
age ! What are they pursuing ? Are they serving 
God with full purpose of heart ? Are they striving, 
in conformity with His will, to mortify all their cor- 
rupt propensities ; to bridle their tongues; to regulate 
their tempers ; and, amidst all their worldly occupa- 
tions, to keep in view that great ultimate object, the 
promoting of His glory in the salvation of their 
souls ? Surely nothiiig is further from their thoughts 
than this. The gratification of self, in one way or 
another ; the heaping up of riches ; the struggle for 
man's applause ; these are the things that engross bj 
far the greater share of their attention ; I saj not 
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indeed, that these things when kept in a subordinate 
place, may not well consist with higher and holier 
objects, but who that knows any thing of his own 
heart, be he old or young ; be he rich or poor ; whe- 
ther he make his abode in palaces, or tread the hum- 
bler paths of life ; who will not confess, that self Bind 
the worlds are idols he is but too prone to worship, 
and which will hardly bear a rival in his heart? 
Men's pursuits indeed vary, according to their age, 
and rank, and circumstances in life ; but whatever 
they may be, they are but the devices and desires of 
their own hearts; and when they render any service 
to God, it is often more in compliance with custom, 
or as a means of keeping conscience quiet, than from 
a deep sense of what they owe to Him as their Crea- 
tor, and Redeemer, and continual benefactor. 

The general tenor of our lives is strongly mark- 
ed in the acknowledgments that follow : " We have 
offended against Thy holy laws. We have left un- 
done the things which we ought to have done, and 
we have done the things which we ought not to have 
done." Is it inquired wherein we have thus broken 
the laws of God ? Will any say, " We have not been 
guilty of murder, or theft, or any notorious crime ?" 
How vain is the boast, if we call to mind our Lord's 
spiritual interpretation of the law, (Matt. v. 21, 22, 
and 27, 28,) where He declares, that an angry word, 
or a depraved desire, is as hateful and offensive in 
the sight of God, as the more open breach of the 
commandment. Perhaps, however, it may be said, 
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^^We have indeed, from the force of temptation, 
often fallen into sin; but nevertheless, our hearts are 
good ; we have no actually bad dispositions." But 
how does this accord with the words with which we 
close the first part of our confession, ^' there is no 
health in us ? " Here in accordance with our Sa* 
yiour's words, (Matt. xv. 19,) our Church teaches us 
to trace all the evils and irregularities of our life to 
the fountain head, a corrupt and wicked heart. The 
expression evidently refers either to that confession 
of St. Paul's, (Rom. vii. 18,) "In me, that is, in my 
flesh, dwelleth no good thing ;" or else to that most 
humiliating declaration of the Prophet, (Is. i. 6,) 
^'From the sole of the foot even unto the head, there 
is no soundness in us, but wounds, and bruises, and 
putrifying sores." The import of the words is plain ; 
we confess before God that we are altogether cor- 
rupted and disordered in body and soul ; that our 
imderstandings are darkened; our wills perverted; 
and our affections depraved, and set upon wrong 
objects. Such confessions are indeed deeply hum- 
bling to human nature, but no member of our Church 
can controvert them, without denying the truth of 
the plainest assertions of Holy Scripture, and con- 
tradicting his own most solemn acknowledgments 
every time he uses the Litiurgy. 

Thus far our confession is confined to our lost 
state through sin. The next part relates to the means 
of our recovery. And here too we find a perfect 
harmony with Holy Scripture. The means proposed 
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in the Gospel for our salvation, (Acts xx. 81,) are 
"Repentance toward God, and faith towards our 
Lord Jesus Christ." And by repentance is meant, 
not that superficial feeling which leads to mere pro- 
fessions of sorrow for sin, but such a deep sense of 
guilt and danger, as leads to humble and earnest ap- 
plications to God for forgiveness, and to steady en- 
deavours to amend ; and faith implies a belief in the 
hopelessness of our condition, had we been left with- 
out a Saviour, and a firm reliance on the efficacy of 
Christ's blood, and on nothing else, to atone for sin 
and save us. Now those parts of our confession we 
have already'examined are well suited to stir up and 
quicken these feelings within us ; nay, they cannot 
be uttered in sincerity without producing feelings in 
a greater or less degree, and therefore we go on, in 
the language of our Church, to profess our penitence, 
and to cry to God for mercy : " But Thou, O Lord, 
have mercy upon us, miserable ofienders. Spare Thou 
them, O God, which confess their faults. Restore 
Thou them that are penitent/' This is the language 
of every member of our Church; how empty then 
the boast of those who would maintain, that their 
lives have been so comparatively blameless, and their 
character so good, that they have little or no need of 
repentance. Have they been dissembling with God 
all their days, calling themselves miserable ofienders, 
when they feel no misery at all? and instead of 
bewailing their ofiences and short-comings, thinking 
themselves almost, if not altogether as good as they 

f2 
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ought to be ? In this prayer we do not even presume 
to expect mercy from God, except as persons deeply 
penitent and contrite. And observe the same lan- 
guage is put into the mouths of the whole congrega- 
tion. All profess to approach God in the spirit of 
the publican, who smote upon his breast, crying, 
" God be merciful to me, a sinner." I mean not 
that no one will find mercy, who does not feel such 
a measure of contrition ; for all who pray in sincerity 
will be accepted, though their hearts be not so hum- 
ble and contrite as they wish them to be. But I do 
say, that every churchman habitually confesses that 
a deeply penitent frame of mind is the best suited to 
bis condition. 

But on what ground is it that we cry to God for 
mercy, and beg Him to restore us to his favour ? Is 
it for any uncovenanted mercy that we seek ? Is it 
on account of our own good works that we expect 
His favour ? No, it is in simple reliance on His faith- 
fulness to the covenant He has made with us in 
Christ. " Restore us," we say, " according to Thy 
promises declared unto mankind in Christ Jesu our 
Lord." We presume not to hope for mercy on 
any other ground. Gospel promises, such as the 
following are our only plea : " Look unto me, and 
be ye saved." ** Come unto me, and I will give you 
rest." " Him that cometh unto me, I will in no wise 
cast out." "The blood of Jesus Christ cleanseth 
from all sin." " Though your sins be as scarlet, they 
ahall be as white as snow." And whether their 



reference to Christ be more or less direct we are as- 
sured by the Apostle, (2 Cor. i. 20,) that in Him and 
in Him alone all the promises of God are confirmed 
to us : " All the promises of God in Him are yea, 
and in Him Amen." And therefore, when we plead 
that promise contained in the text, " If we confess 
our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, 
and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness," we can 
only expect its accomplishment by faith in Jesus 
Christ. 

There is one more point to be noticed in our 
confession, in which we shall still observe its harmony 
with Holy Scripture. It refers to our duty as Chris- 
tians. The Gospel requires us, in consideration of 
God's mercies in redemption, to present our bodies 
a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto him ; in ac- 
cordance with this we conclude our prayer thus, 
" And grant, O most merciful Father, that we may 
hereafter live a godly, righteous, and sober life, to 
the glory of Thy holy name." Here we profess that 
it is our desire to live to God ; to be like faithful 
servants daily inquiring what our master's will is, 
in order that we may fulfil it. We profess to make 
godliness our first and highest aim, because without 
this all our works of morality and sobriety would be 
worthless in the sight of God, as wanting those 
motives and principles which alone distinguish them 
firom heathen virtues. Observe, too, the measure in 
which we desire these virtues : we are not satisfied 
with what shall gain us a name among men : we 
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ask, (and, be it remembered, that without the in- 
fluence of the Holy Spirit all our own efforts will be 
in vain,) that we may be enabled to attain such a 
degree of piety as that God may be glorified in us, 
and that the transcendant excellence of Christianity 
m^y he> exhibited in our lives. 

Such, brethren, are the acknowledgments we 
make every time we meet together for public worship, 
and such, I may add, are the leading doctrines of 
our Church, drawn from and proved by Holy Scrip- 
' ture, and summed up in this beautiful and compre- 
hensive prayer. 

Now, there are two uses to which, in conclusion, 
I w^ould recommend it to be applied. Ist, — Com- 
pare with this excellent summary of doctrine, the 
statements you hear on religious subjects. If you 
hear any thing advanced which is quite inconsistent 
with this confession, of the absolute necessity of true 
and deep repentance, of a lively faith in the Savioun 
and of earnest endeavours, by God's help, to walk in 
the paths of holiness, receive such a statement with 
caution ; for be assured it contains something radi- 
cally wrong, and at variance with Holy Scripture. 
Take it also as a test to try your condition ; remem- 
bering, that if you make these acknowledgmente 
without meaning what you say, you appear as 
hypocntes and dissemblers with God : whereas, the 
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this test, for it is one thing to utter the words, and 
another to feel them. When we cry to God for 
mercy, do we mourn over our guilt, and tremble at 
our danger ? Do we find sin a burden to us ? and 
hate it, not only because of its bitter consequences, 
but because it is defiling in its nature, and ofiensive 
to our God ? When we plead the covenant of God 
made with us in Christ, do we rely entirely on His 
merits for our justification, and do we feel any mea- 
sure of that love and gratitude which His infinite 
mercies demand ? And do we, from a desire to be 
made like unto our Saviour, and fitted for His presence 
in heaven, constantly endeavour so to think, and so 
to speak, and so to act, that God may be glorified 
in our whole life and conversation ? These are the 
questions with which we should try and examine 
oiurselves : and if such are our feelings and dispo- 
sitions, happy are we. But if we can find little or 
no trace of them within us, how false and hypocriti- 
cal are our professions ! how perilous our condition ! 
how fearful the prospect before us ! Let us, then, 
whenever we use this prayer, mark carefully our 
frame of mind ; and let a view of the inconsistency 
between our professions and our past experience 
lead us anew to repentance. Thus every time we 
assemble in this sacred place, to pray for the bless- 
ings we most need, . the very prayers we utter will 
only awaken us to a keener sense of our spiritual 
wants, and to increased earnestness in asking for the 
supply of them. 
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John xx. 23. 



"Whose soever sins ye remit, they are re- 
mitted UNTO them ; AND WHOSE SOEVER SINS YE 
RETAIN, THEY ARE RETAINED." 

We considered on a former occasion^ that part of 
our Church Liturgy called the *' General Confes- 
sion." We shall proceed to consider this morning 
the form which immediately follows it, the Abso- 
lution or Bemission of Sins. Absolution is properly 
an acquittal from guilt; and of course implies the 
previous existence and acknowledgment of guilt in 
those to whom it is granted. 

The plan of salvation proposed in the Gospel 
necessarily pre-supposes a world lying under con- 
demnation. The proclamation of pardon to an army 
of rebels, would imply the guilt of the army in 
general, and of every individual composing it; and 
so the offer of free forgiveness to fallen man, through 
the blood of a crucified Saviour, implies the guilt 
and previous condemnation of the whole human 
race. The very term salvation, or saving, which is 
so often in our mouths, implies that all who are to 
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benefit by it are lost without it ; and therefore every 
time we profess a hope of being eternally saved, we 
do in effect acknowledge our participation in this 
universal guilt and danger. But it is far from suf- 
ficient, in order to value the Gospel plan of salvation 
as we ought, to make these general acknowledgments 
of guilt ; we must endeavour to understand clearly 
how the guilt is contracted ; we must feel how deeply 
we are personally involved in it ; and how much we 
stand in need of absolution from it, and of de- 
liverance from the causes of it. The guiit of which 
we speak, is called the guilt of sin, e.e., the liability 
or obligation of every sinner to suffer the punish- 
ment denounced against sin. It may be weD, 
therefore, to ascertain before we proceed, that we 
have clear ideas of the nature of sin. " Sin," says 
St. John, " is the transgression of the law." Now 
the law of God has a two- fold force : it forbids, and 
it commands. It forbids the doing of certain actions 
and the indulgence of certain propensities; and it 
enjoins the performance of various duties, and the 
cultivation of certain habits and dispositions. The 
law is also spiritual ; it extends to the inmost 
thoughts and feelings of the heart, as well as to 
words and actions : and thus every time we do an 
act, or utter a word, or indulge a thought or pro- 
pensity which the law of God forbids, we commit 
sin, and every time we omit to do any thing which 
it enjoins, we sin ; not only in that particular omis- 
sion, but because, as every action strengthens a 
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habit, we have neglected that opportunity of culti- 
vating a habit or disposition which the law of God 
requires. Take an instance of each kind ; the law 
says, '^ thou shalt not take the name of God in vain.'* 
Now, whether a man dare to profane the sacred 
name of the Most High, or whether he give way to 
vain and sinful thoughts, whilst outwardly engaged 
in the worship of God, he does what the law forbids, 
and is guilty of sin. Again, the law says, ^^ thou 
shalt love thy neighboiu: as thyself.'^ Now, if a 
man has an opportunity, even at a litde sacrifice of 
pleasure or interest, of saving a fellow-creature from 
ruin or distress, and from selfishness or indifierence 
neglects to do so, he sins, both because he has 
omitted on that occasion to do what the law en- 
joins, and because he has neglected that opportunity 
of cultivating the disposition of charity and brotherly 
kindness which it requires. And even when the 
act is over, and the man is no longer sinning in 
that particular way, the guilt contracted still re- 
mains until it is expiated. We might go through 
all the other commands of the law, and shew how 
by every transgression of any part of it, in thought, 
word, or deed, fresh guilt is contracted. But it is 
not any particular sins, either of omission or com- 
mission, that constitute us sinners in the sight of 
God. We all inherit, from our first parents, certain 
corrupt propensities at variance with the will of 
God, which make us sinners by nature ; and these, 
by repeated indulgence, ripen into sinful habits. 
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which make us sinners by practice. For instance, 
we are all by nature prone to feel anger and re- 
sentment when slighted or injiured by others, a feel- 
ing in itself sinful, because directly opposed to that 
command of our Lord, " Love your enemies, bless 
them that curse you," &c. Now, if a man indulge 
this propensity by giving way to violent passion, or 
bitter resentful feelings on every provocation, the 
habit grows upon him until he almost loses the 
power of self-control, and becomes habitually pas- 
sionate and revengeful. But take another instance 
of more universal application. We are all naturally 
inclined to let our thoughts wander from God even 
when outwardly engaged in His worship and service : 
and by giving way to this evil propensity without 
struggling against it, or praying for grace to over- 
come it, it becomes a habit so strong that the man 
under its influence will often be as unconscious of 
what he is about, even when His knee is bent in the 
attitude of prayer, and as much absorbed with the 
business or the pleasures of the world, as if he were 
actually engaged in them. Now, the mere possession 
of such habits, even when a man is not actually 
sinning, constitutes him a sinner in the sight of 
God, because whenever the temptation assails him 
he falls into actual transgression. And thus you 
perceive that in all these ways ; by natural evil pro- 
pensities which we all possess ; by every particular 
sin of omii^ibn or commission ; and by the formation 
of sinful habits ; guilt, or liability to suffer punish- 
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ment, is contracted in the sight of a just and holjr 
God. 

Who then is not personally involved in this 
guilt ? Who does not stand in need of absolution ? 
And who, until his sins are pardoned and atoned 
for, is not justly liable to eternal punishment ? For 
in the decrees of God it was ordained that nothing 
short of that could suffice to expiate sin committed 
against a Being of such infinite majesty and glory 
as Himself. But when the eternal Son of God 
undertook to be our surety, to stand in the gap, and 
bear the weight of God's wrath in our stead; to 
suffer, the just for the unjust, that He might bring 
us unto God ; He, by the exalted dignity of His 
person, was able to expiate the sins of all mankind : 
and God's justice was more fully satisfied by this 
infinitely precious sacrifice, than it could have been 
by the eternal punishment of the whole human race. 
Through His mediation then, God is enabled, con- 
sistently with truth and justice, to offer perfect re- 
mission and forgiveness to his guilty creatures : 
through Him he can be just, and yet the justifier of 
them that believe. But although the offer is made 
to all, none but those who repent and turn to God, 
confessing and mourning over their sins, and 
earnestly desiring to forsake them, will ever receive 
absolution. This is indispensable oti our part; 
and, therefore, in the services of our Church, it is 
not until the whole congregation have joined in a 
humble confession of sin, and in supplications for 
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pardoDing mercy and sanctifying grace, that the 
priest is appointed to pronounce the absolution^ to 
which I wish to direct your attention particularly 
this morning. 

It is not a prayer, but a solemn proclamation, 
made by the priest under the authority of God, of 
forgiveness and remission of sins to persons of a 
certain description. And you will best perceive 
that this is its real nature, by leaving out the inter- 
mediate clauses in which a certain character and 
conduct is ascribed to God, and stating it thus : 
" Almighty God, hath given power and command- 
ment to his ministers, to declare and ^.pronounce to 
His people, bein a' penitent, the absolution and re- 
mission of their sins," just as the tidings of' pardon 
from the sovereign would be conveyed to the crimi- 
nal by a duly appointed messenger. But as in 
almost every congregation there must be persons of 
various descriptions ; and as the priest cannot know 
who amongst them do sincerely repent and believe 
and who do not.; the absolution is put in a general 
form, and mtky be^divided into two parts ; the first 
and larger part* xontl^ns* a declarafioiiy the second 
an exhortation. J . 

We shall consider, 1st, the declarative part, 
which reminds us in the first place of the grounds 
on which absolution rests, namely, the , tejnder com- 
passion of God for lost sinners. " Almiglity God the 
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who , desireth not 
the death of a sinner, but rather that he may turn 
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from his wickedness and live." This is the endear- 
ing character in which God has made Himself known 
to us in His holy word; a character which we should 
never have known belonged to Him unless He had 
thus revealed it to us. We could not have presumedi 
in our fallen, guilty state^ to ascribe to a just and 
offended God such a character as this : what right 
could we have to expect that He should exercise 
loving-kindness and tender mercy to us, when even 
the fallen angels who dwelt around His throne 
were banished from His presence, and consigned to 
hopeless misery, the moment sin appeared amongst 
them ? We could not have dared to hope for iU 
And therefore to save us from despair, and encourage 
us to hope in His mercy. He has repeatedly assured 
us of His tender compassion towards us. Thus, 
after the Israelites had grievously sinned in the 
matter of the golden calf, and God had been pleased 
to hear the intercession of Moses on their behalf^ 
He called Moses up into the mount as we learn 
(Exod. xxxiv. 5, 6,) and proclaimed before him His 
name, i.e., his character and attributes, saying, 
" The Lord, the Lord God, merciful and gracious, 
long-suffering and abundant in goodness and truth." 
And thus Moses was authorized to declare to the 
people, that notwithstanding their perverseness, if 
they would only turn from their evil ways and take 
the Lord for their God, He was still ready to receive 
Aem. In numberless other parts of Scripture the 
divme character is thus represented to us : David 
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says, (Ps. ciii. 8—13,) "The Lord is merciful and 
gracious, slow to anger, and plenteous in mercy; 
like as a father pitieth his children, so the Lord 
pitieth them that fear Him." And St. Paul speaks 
of Him as the "Father of mercies, and the God of 
all comfort." (2 Cor. i. 3.) Our Church therefore 
reminds us, in the opening of the absolution, of this 
endearing character of God, in order to assure us, 
that if we only find in ourselves the marks of peni- 
tence and faith, we may feel sure of obtaining mercy. 

But it is not merely on declarations of His cha- 
racter that we are to build our hopes; the main 
ground on which our hope of pardon and acceptance 
with Him rests, is, that He is the Father of our Lord 
J'esus Christ. He it is who " so loved the world, 
that he gave His only-begotten Son that whosoever 
belie veth in Him should not perish, but have ever- 
lasting life." And when we have already received 
so wondrous a token of love, as that a father should 
sacrifice His own beloved Son in order that he might 
offer us fi*ee pardon, without infringing on His truth 
and justice ; surely we may be confident that pardon 
and absolution will not be withheld from us. Now, 
if we only feel our need of it and seek it in earnest, 
"He thai spared not His own Son, but delivered Him 
up for us all, how shall He not with Him freely give 
us all things ?" Such are the scriptural grounds on 
which in the Liturgy absolution is made to rest. 

But our Church goes on to notice further, the 
persons authorized to pronounce it. " He hath given 
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power and commandment to Uis ministers, to declare 
and pronounce to His people, being penitent, the ab- 
solution and remission of their sins.'' This assertion 
is grounded immediately on the words of the text ; 
" Whose soever sins ye remit, they are remitted unto 
them; and whose soever sins ye retain, they are re- 
tained ;" being the very language in which our 
blessed Lord delegated to liis Apostles the authority 
here spoken of. These words have indeed been 
often greatly misinterpreted and misapplied. They 
have been borrowed by the Church of Rome to 
sanction the power which her ministers claim to 
themselves of forgiving sins. It is true, that if 
charged with the assumption of such power they will 
not openly avow it. But whether they profess to lay 
claim to it or not, it is an incontrovertible fact, that 
they pretend to exercise it, that they teach their 
people to believe that they possess it, and that they 
liave been commonly paid for the exerc se of it. If 
however, any such power had really been vested in 
St. Peter and the other Apostles from whom the 
ministers of the Church of Rome profess to derive it, 
we should certainly find some traces of the exercise 
of it in those who were the Jlrsi possessors of it 
But we look in vain for any account in Scripture for 
the assumption or exercise of such power by them. 
When the Jews who were deeply affected by the first 
preaching of St. Peter, (Acts ii. 37,) cried out to him 
and the other Apostles in alarm and agony of mind, 
" Men and brethren, what shall we do ?" What was 
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their reply ? did they say " Fear not, we will forgive 
your sins ?" No ! Peter said unto them, " Repent, 
and be baptized every one of you in the name of 
Jesus Christ for the remission of sins," And after- 
wards when St. Paul, the great Apostle of the Gen- 
tiles, who certainly would have possessed this power 
in common with the other Apostles, had it really 
existed, was addressed, together with Silas, by the 
trembling jailer at Philippi, saying, " Sirs, what must 
I do to be saved ?" Did he assume to himself any 
power to forgive his sins ? No, his reply was, *^ Be- 
lieve in the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be 
saved, and thy house." Nor do we find throughout 
the New Testament any traces of such arrogant 
claims. But it was indispensable that the ministers 
of the visible Church should have certain rules and 
evidences by which they might judge of men's cha- 
racters and decide on their condition in respect to 
their condemnation or acceptance with God, in order 
both to alaim the careless and impenitent, and to 
comfort and encourage sincere believers. The au- 
thority committed to the Apostles and their succes- 
sors by our Lord, was not vested in their persons^ 
but in their office ; it was not so much judicial as 
declarative. They are authorized to declare who 
might confidently hope for remission and forgiveness 
of sins, and who might not. You will observe on 
referring to the words immediately preceding the 
text, that our Lord had conferred on the Apostles a 
measure of the Holy Spirit, as an earnest and fore- 
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laste of the more full outpoiiriog of the Spirit wliicli 
was to take place after his ascensioD, ** He breathed 
on them, and said, ^ Receive ye the Holy Ghost.' ** 
And having thus prepared them by immediate divine 
inspiration for the task, He authorized them at once, 
both to lay down certain marks or rules by which 
men's characters and condition might be tried, and 
to decide according to them. Now, the authority to 
lay down these rules and evidences of acceptance 
with God, was confined to the Apostles themselves, 
as being the only persons qualified to do so by divine 
inspiration: but the authority to declare the only 
method by which forgiveness of sins can be obtained, 
and to decide on men's condition according to the 
rules laid down in their writings, is vested in their 
successors in the ministry, and will continue to be 
so to the end of time. The authority thus committed 
to them corresponds very nearly to that which the 
pnests under the law were empowered to exercise in 
cases of leprosy. When a person was said to be in- 
fected with this disease, he was brought to the priest 
who put him to certain tests appointed by God for 
the purpose ; if the marks of disease laid down were 
found upon him he was pronounced a leper, and 
subjected to the remedies prescribed ; if they were 
ound, he was pronounced clean, and set at 
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accordance with the rules and marks laid down in 
the writings of the Apostles, will undoubtedly hold 
good and be ratified in the day of judgment. It is 
true that ministers may be deceived by outward ap- 
pearances ; none but the Searcher of hearts can fully 
discover all the motives and principles of men's con- 
duct ; and therefore His ministers can only faithfully 
declare the marks by which a true child of God is 
distinguished from a mere hypocritical professor, 
and say, *^ if these marks are discerned in you by 
the all-seeing eye of God, He pardons and absolves 
you from your sins, and you are in a state of accept* 
ance with him ; but if they are not so discerned, your 
sins are yet unpardoned, you are in the gall of bitter- 
ness and the bond of iniquity, nor can you ever hope 
that heaven will be your portion without true and 
deep repentance.*' 

Such, brethren, appears to be the true bearing 
of the words of the text, and you will perceive how 
fiilly the language of our Church accords with this 
hsterpretation of them, when we proceed to consider 
the 8rd and last point in the declarative part of the 
Absolution, viz. :— the character of those to whom 
Absolution is granted ; He pardoneth and absolvetfa 
all them that truly repent and unfeignedly believe 
His Holy Gospel." Here is no assumption of power 
to forgive sins, but a declaration that all in whom 
the two great Gospel re<piirements of repentance and 
faith are really found, will be pardoned and absolved 
by God ; and a messagei of absolution to those wha 

o 
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repent and believe at that particular time. The 
great question for us to determine then is^ what the 
marks imply in their full sense, and whether they 
are found in us ; for believe me, brethren, the mere 
knowledge of what God requires of us, so far from 
profiting us, will only aggravate our guilt, unless it 
has its due effect on our life and conversation. 

Now repentance is too often regarded as a single 
act in a man's life, which once over is done with for 
ever, as if it were a recantation of past errors and 
profession of future amendment. But true repent- 
ance is something of a very different kind. The 
word itself implies a total change of mind and dis- 
position ; and whilst it begins with a deep and over- 
powering sense of guilt and danger, which leads a 
man to flee for refuge from the wrath to come, and 
to lay hold of the hope of salvation set before him 
in Christ Jesus ; its effects, if it be genuine, are con- 
tinually seen in a determination to forsake and strug- 
gle against those sins which have severed him from 
God, and in habitual acts of humiliation before God 
and self-abasement for the daily sins and negligences, 
into which our corrupt nature, and the force of temp- 
tation, cause him to fall. The work is begun in the 
soul by the enlightening influence of the Holy Spirit, 
shewing man his lost and ruined condition through 
sin ; and it is carried on by the transforming and 
sanctifying power of the same Spirit, urging him, 
from love to his Saviour, to striv.e in all things to walk 
according/to fiis will, and to cultivate those holy dis- 
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positions, without which he can neyer be fit for 
hearen. It is not in a mere outward reformation of 
the conduct ; this may arise from motives of self- 
interest, or other worldly considerations, and maj 
consist with the carnal mind, which is enmity against 
God; and though it may present a temporaiy barrier 
to the current of evil passions and ^vil propensities, 
it will never stand against the floods of temptation to 
which the pilgrim through this world must be e^-> 
posed. It will never touch the inward principles, or 
make its influence felt through the whole circle of a 
man's duties. Whereas, when true repentance is found, 
it makes the whole current of a man's feelings and 
dispositions run in anew direction; and be who before 
had had self-aggrandizement, or self-gratification, or 
earthly happiness in some form or other, for his high- 
est object, and made his religion subordinate to the 
attainment of this end, when brought to true repent- 
ance, has fixed his eye on a higher and nobler object, 
even the glory of God, and the eternal salvation of 
his soul ; and though he does not cast aside his other 
lawful pursuits, he now only follows them as far as 
they are consistent with, or subsendent to, this great 
end. He is like a husbandman, who, after having 
laboured long and anxiously on his farm^ should 
find a rich mine of gold in the midst of it : though 
he might not cast away his implements of husbandry, 
he would no longer regard the use of them as his 
chief employment, but would think all his other bu« 
•iness of littie moment compared with the worlpxig 



iib flOtBMOir TXI. 

o( hi« mine ; he has found the pearl of great ptice^ 
and is ready to sell all to purchase it: whatever he 
knows is compatible with this great object he fears 
not to retain ; whaterer he feels is incompatible with 
it, however dear to him it majr hare been before^ he 
resolutely casts away ; convinced of the truth of our 
Saviour^s words, that it is better to cut off the right 
hand, or pluck out the right eye, rather than that his 
whole body should be cast into hell. 

These, brethren, are some of the marks by 
which true repentance is discerned, and which we 
must ansLiously look for in ourselves, if we would 
know whether we are under its influence. And fi!om 
this you will perceive its intimate connection with a 
true faith, with which it is coupled in that part of 
the Liturgy we are considering : for what is faith in 
general, but that principle by which we realize 
things unseen ; by which we spurn the nearer oIk 
ject for the more remote ; and make the future pre- 
ponderate over the present ? And what is the faith 
of a Christian, but a firm belief in the threats and 
promises of God ; a realising to ourselves of future 
anguish and misery if we die in our sins ; and of 
eternal and inconceivable blessedness, if we are 
found in Jesus Christ ; as constrains us at any sacri- 
fice, by every means within our reach, to flee from 
the one and pursue die otiher ? A mere assent of 
the understanding to these truths will not suffice, it 
will not amoiint to a Christisn faith ; for even the 
devils believe and tremble. Tbere must be an in- 
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ward acknowledgment of our guilfyi lo$t conditioD i 
together with a deep sense of the boundless loy^ of 
the Saviour in dying for us : and this will kindlo in 
our hearts a corresponding love, or at least a diesifQ 
to love Him in return ; and will be a constant motive 
to exert ourselves to please Him, and to be confarmed 
to His image here below, that we may be fitted for 
enjoying his presence in heaven. 

These, then, are the marks laid down by our 
liord and his Apostles, as indispensable in the 
characters of those who would receive remission of 
sins. To these tests the ministers of Christ are to 
bring those committed to their charge. Time will 
not admit of our proceeding further into the subject 
now, but I hope on a future occasion to resume it 
and to bring before you the Exhortation contained 
in the latter part of this excellent form of Absolution. 
In the mean time, brethren, let me exhort you to 
endeavour to profit by that part of it we have already 
considered ; and diligently to try and examine your- 
selves whether these marks really exist in you ; and 
to ascertain whether you have been satisfied with a 
superficial repentance and a fruitless faith ; whether 
you have been resting in the form of godliness with- 
out the power. To all, the inquiry is of the utmost 
importance; to those who have been enabled to 
bring forth fruits meet for repentance, and to mani- 
fest the power of faith in their life and conversation, 
the result will be peace, and comfort, and joy in the 
Holy Ghost To those, who arrive at a different 
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6onclQsion, I trust it may be a means of arondng 
them to a sense of their danger, and of urging them 
to arise at once and trim their lamps, lest, while they 
are slumbering and sleeping, the bridegroom may 
come, and the door of mercy may be closed against 
them. 




SERMON VIIL 



Psalm cxxx. 4. 



•^BUT THERE IS FORGIVENESS WITH ThEE THAT 

Thou mayest be feared." 

AS the objects set before us in the Gospel are of the 
most glorious and exalted kind, even the love and 
favour of a OQce offended God and the enjoyment 
of His presence for ever ; so the motives to obedience 
held forth are calculated to work upon the best and 
noblest feelings of our nature. Gratitude to bene- 
factors, a readiness to exert or deny ourselves in the 
cause of those who love us, and a disinterested de- 
sire for their honour and interest, are feelings which 
we all admire and appreciate, however deficient w© 
we may be in them. 

And what can be so well suited to call these feel- 
ings into exercise as the knowledge of the character 
of God, as displayed in his dealings with a fallen 
world ; and a knowledge not only of His goodness in 
creation, and providence, but of His forbearance 
and long-suffering ; His tender compassion for lost 
sinners ? Such knowledge would surely overwhelm 
us with love and gratitude to the Author of all our 
happiness, if our hearts were not so hardened, and 
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our affections so depraved througli sin, that the very 
feelings which often urge us to put forth all our en- 
ergies in behalf of ourselves or of our fellow-crea- 
tures, whom we love, become paralyzed and inactive 
when God and heaven are set before us. What a 
strange anomaly would this appear in the moral 
government of the universe, were it not fully ac- 
counted for in the words of inspiration : ^^ The heart 
is deceitful above all things and desperately wicked, 
who can know it?'* '^ And God saw that the wicked- 
ness of man was great in the earth, and that every 
imagination of the thoughts of his heart was only 
evil continually." 

The knowledge of his wondrous love, in devising 
a plan by which guilty sinners could be pardoned at 
all consistently with justice, should fill us with ad- 
miring gratitude. But the knowledge that that love 
could only be exercised, and that plan accomplished, 
through the sufferings and death of His incarnate 
Son, should fill us with hatred of the sins which 
made such a sacrifice necessary, and with a holy reve- 
rential fear, lest by continuing in sin, after haying 
received the knowledge of the Saviour, we should be 
found guilty of crucifying the Son of God afresh, 
of grieving his Holy Spirit, and despising his great 
salvation. If a son should presume upon the kind- 
ness of a father, who had repeatedly forgiven bis 
offences, and paid his debts, and extricated him 
from difficulties, and should still go on in his career 
of vice and prodigality, he would be looked upon 
with abhorrence for his ingratitude even by those 
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'who mada light of bis other vices. But the man 
who .dare$ thus to presume upon the goodness of 
his Godj and to Qontinue in sin and carelessness 
while he is daily receiving fresh instances of Bis lovie 
and forbearance ; though it is only of his mercy that 
he is not consumed ; and though he is evier sur- 
rounded with temporal blessings and spiritual privi- 
leges by Him, who maketh His sun to rise on the 
evil and on the good, and sendeth rain on the just 
and on the unjust : such a man, provided he is not 
guilty of the same base conduct towards others^ will 
pflentimes live on well satisfied with himself^ and 
well approved of by his fellow-creatures. 

But however the mercy and long-suffering of 
jjodmay be abused by those who would feign per- 
suade themselves, that, because his judgments are 
long delayed they will never come at all ; it is 
nevertheless a truth we should never lose sight of, 
that^Hhere is forgiveness with God," not that we 
may presume upon his mercy and take occasion to 
gq on in sin, but ** that He may he/eared.'*^ I have 
iselected these words for our consideration this 
morning, because they appear to bear upon the con- 
clusion of that portion of the Liturgy, ^^ the Abso- 
lution," of which we have already considered the 
former part. We found that part to consist of a 
statement or proclamation of pardon, made by the 
priest in the name of the Most High; in which 
reference is made to three points, namely, the 
pounds upon which Absolution rests, the persons 
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appointed Co pronounce it, and the character of 
tbose to whom it is granted. The latter part as* 
games the form of an Exhortation^ grounded^ as 
the word '^ wherefore" implies, on the statements that 
had^gone before. ** Wherefore let us beseech Him,** 
&c. And this part also suggests three points for our 
consideration. 

1st. — ^The motives with which the knowledge of 
God's readiness to pardon sinners, famishes us. 
2nd. — The duties to which it calls us. 
8rd. — ^The objects it sets before us. 
And first, as to the motives with which a know* 
ledge of the remission of sins furnishes us. The 
first is that which is stated in the text, the fear of 
God. To some perhaps it may appear contradic* 
toiy that this should be the efiect of a knowledge of 
God's readiness to forgive. But the fear of God 
admits of two explanations. There is a fear which 
is compatible with a state of enmity and rebellion 
against God : a fear which forces itself sometimes 
upon the careless and unawakened sinner, notwith* 
standing all his efforts to ward it off. For though 
he may succeed for the most part in excluding it 
from his breast, yet in moments of solitude or peril, 
or when sickness has brought reflection, the thought 
will flash in upon his mind that heaven is really 
prepared for the righteous and hell for the wicked ; 
and then, like the conscience-stricken Felix, he 
trembles to think of judgment and eternity. Such 
ear arises from an inward consciousness of guilty 



8BBH0N Till. 139 

together with a conviction of God's resistless power 
to punish, of his uncompromising justice and his 
unchanging truth. And though it is salutary in its 
influence, because if not banished effectuallj it often 
leads to the inquiry, " What must I do to be saved ?" 
yet in itself it is neither powerful nor comprehensive 
enough as a motive to obedience. It may lead a 
man to abstain from certain transgressions, and may 
urge him to the performance of certain duties, as a 
means of escaping the torment of an accusing con- 
science ; but it will never enlist any one with his 
whole soul in the service of God his Saviour, or 
produce that willing cheerful obedience which it is 
the privilege of a Christian to yield. The obedience 
it does produce is rather that of a heathen than a 
Christian : for a man who has never heard of a 
crucified Saviour may be influenced by it just as 
much as one who has. And as it is moreover a 
painful and tormenting sensation, it is clear that it 
cannot be the fear spoken of in the text, which arises 
out of a knowledge of God's readiness to pardon 
sinners through the mediation and sacrifice of his 
own dear Son. This is no slavish dread of punish- 
ment ; it is the fear of an aflectionate and dutiful 
child, who fears nothing so much as to wound the 
feelings or abuse the kindness of a parent, of whose 
tender love to him he is thoroughly convinced. 
Though he dreads offending him, the fear of punish- 
ment has comparatively little to do with it ; because 
from what he knows of his parent's character^ he i« 
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assured that evea when he Ms his hand to pnnisby 
it is only the effect of love, coBstraining him to go 
against the impulses of his nature, and to do ihat 
which alone can sare his child from ruin. And 
being thus convinced that whatever his parent^ 
conduct may be, it is still guided by the tenderest 
love ; the dread of chastisement is lost sight <^ in 
the fear of grieving so affectionate a parent. And 
this is the kind of fear that should be excited in us 
by the view of God*s mercy presented to ns in the 
GrospeL 

Another motive with which this view of God's 
mercy in redemption furnishes us, is hope. We 
all know the influence of hope in temporal things. 
Who has not been placed in circumstances in which 
fear or grief would have overwhelmed him ; and his 
spirit would have sunk within him, if he had not 
been supported, and his spirit roused to energy, by 
hope? And when an awakened sinner feels the 
weight of his sins sinking him under the wrath of 
God; when he finds that, if left to depend on his 
own exertions for atonement, on his own merits for 
acceptance, on his own powers for self-renovalion, 
for acquiring a fitness for the eternal glory of heaven ; 
he can have no prospect of satisfying divine justice 
and escaping the misery of hell : it is then that a 
view of God's infinite mercy in sending his own Son 
to die for us, cheers his drooping spirit, and inspires 
him with a hope, that, through the atoning sacrifice 
and perfect righteousness of the Saviom:, even he 
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may receive pardon and sanctification, and inherit 
eternal life. And this hope, whilst it is an inex- 
haustible source of comfort amidst all the trials and 
troubles of this present world, is also to the bdiever 
a powerful motive to exert himself, that he may ac» 
quire, through the operation of the Holy Spirit, 
those graces and dispositions which will fit him for 
the enjoyment of his inheritance. For although a 
well-grounded hope of heaven cannot rest in the 
smallest degree upon any feeUngs or dispositions in 
ourselves, but solely on the great and perfect work 
of the Redeemer to the benefit of which we become 
entitled by faith: (for if it rested on any thing else, 
it would not be well grounded but false and delusive ;) 
yet the existence of such a hope wiU necessarily 
produce the inquiry, whether there is found in us a 
fitness for the enjoyment of the thing hoped for. If 
a man were fully expecting to be removed at some 
fixture time, he knows not how soon, from a state of 
poverty and wretchedness, to wealth and splendour, 
and the society of princes and courtiers ; he would 
naturally be led to consider whether he were quali^ 
fied to enjoy their society, and to enter into their 
pleasures and pursuits : for without being so quali- 
fied, the mere removal into their presence, so far firora 
increasing his happiness, would only embarrass and 
distress him. And thus the Christian, who really 
hopes at the close of his earthly career, to be re- 
moved into the presence of his Saviour, and of angek 
and the saints in light, has already a powerful mo- 
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lire to inqaiie widdn himseir, ^ Am I gradiuJly 
growing in fitness for snch society ?** ^ What ad« 
ranees liare I made in the path of holiness?^ ^ What 
christian graces are becoming more conspicaoos in 
my character ?** ^ What progress am I making in 
conformity to the image of that SaTionr in whose 
presence I hope to dwell ?** 

Bat another motive famished by a view of God*s 
mercy in redemption, is gratitade. He who has 
witnessed or can picture to himself the deep and 
OYcrpowering gratitude felt by a drowning man, to- 
wards one who at the peril of his own life rescues 
him from a watery grare, will be able in some mea- 
sure to estimate the feeling that ought to be kindled 
in the breast of a penitent sinner, who has found a 
lefiige in his Sariour from the wrath to come. It is 
not a mere passing flame, which, like that of a lamp 
without oil, bums brighdy for a few moments, and 
then expires. It is a steady, abiding principle. 
When gratitude for the remission of past sins is ac- 
companied with a deep sense of our daily sins and 
omissions, and our consequent need of fresh exer- 
cises of mercy, and fresh intercessions on the part 
of our Saviour from uay to day ; this will keep alive 
in us the feeling of gratitude towards Him, who we 
are assured is ever ready to feel for us, to hear our 
prayers and to help us, and will furnish us with a 
daily constraining motive to fresh acts of obedience. 
Every little act of self-denial called for on our part, 
wUl be sweetened by a sense of the inexhaustible 
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love of Him for whom it is done. Every Christian 
duty will be performed with tenfold satisfaction^ 
from our having a higher motive than the fear of 
punishment, and the love of self: and every trial of 
affliction will be endured, not with patience only, 
but even with rejoicing, from a conviction that it is 
the offspring of a father's love, and from reliance 
on the faithfulness of Him who has declared by the 
mouth of his Apostle, that, ^^ all things shall work 
together for good to them that love Him." 

But we proceed to notice another topic suggest- 
ed by this latter part of the Absolution : viz., the 
duties to which we are called, by a knowledge of 
God's mercy in the forgiveness of sin : First, we 
are called to earnest prayer for true repentance, and 
the Holy Spirit. " Let us beseech Him," are the 
words of our Church, " to grant us true repentance 
and His Holy Spirit." Here every Member of the 
Church of England who listens to this part of the 
service with approval or acquiescence, acknowledges 
two important truths : that true repentance is the gift 
of God ; and that the influence of the Holy Spirit 
is necessary to enable us to walk in the path of ho- 
liness. The priest had before declared, that God 
grants absolution to all those in whom true repent- 
ance and unfeigned faith are found. To the end, 
therefore, that we may obtain it, we are exhorted to 
pray that God from whom alone every good and per- 
fect gift cometh, will inspire us with those feelings 
and dispositions which become a guilty sinner^ desii;- 
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tug mercy, and purposing anendment, and which 
Ood looks for in all tbose who seek aceeptanee with 
Him. It is a precious and a cheering truths that 
whatever God requires in His own children, He 
Himself promises to besCaw, and encourages them to 
ask for. And then Ae same precious Saviour who 
died to purchase remission of our sins, naw lives to 
give us repentance that we may be fitted to xeceiFe 
it ^^ Him hath God exalted," said the Aposde, 
(Acts V. 81,) '* with His right hand, to be a prince 
and a Sariour, for to give repentance unto Israel 
and remission of sins." If it be asked how the Sa;d- 
our thus gives repentance to his people ? I answer, 
that it is by the influence of his Spirit, for whose 
gifts we are further exhorted to pray. By that Di- 
vine Spirit accompanying the hearing or reading 
of the word. He imparts light to the sinnei^s dark- 
ened soul, and shews his guilt and danger, teaches 
him his own utter helplessness and the all-sufficiency 
of the Saviour, and thus leads him to that ^' Lamb 
of God that taketh away the sin of the worid." And 
by the same Spirit, He enables him to ^^ bring fordi 
irnit meet for repentance," and to grow in those 
graces which are the proper ornament of the Chris* 
tian character. These gifts andgraoes of the Spirit 
are indeed the pledge and assurance to us that we 
are really in the path of Ufe, and entitled to the 
1>lessings of ihe Gospel Covenant, in (2 Cor. i. 2t,} 
Christ is said to have sealed believers, and given ihe 
earnest of the Spdrit in their hearts. And in like 
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maimer (Eph. i. 14,) St. Paul says, ** In whom, i. e. 
in Christ, ye were sealed by the Holy Spirit of pro- 
mise ; which is the earnest of our inheritance.'' Now 
an earnest is something given beforehand by one 
person to another as a pledge for the future fulfil- 
ment of covenant or contract. And thus when the 
gifb and graces of the Holy Spirit are really found 
in a man, and he has been enabled to bring forth 
fimits meet for repentance; those fruits, although 
they may be far from maturity, are an evidence to 
himself and others, that a work of grace is begun in 
his heart, and a pledge that it shall be carried on 
and hereafter perfected in heaven. 

But we are exhorted not only to pray for these 
spiritual blessings, but to a diligent striving to live 
according to our prayers. Our object in seeking 
such blessings from God must be that those things 
may please Him ^^ which we do at this present, and 
that the rest of our life hereafter may be pure and 
holy.** The proper effect of true repentance is to 
make us hate sin, not only on account of its ruinous 
effects, but because of its defiling nature ; not only 
because it brings eternal misery, but because it is 
that firom which the Saviour died to deliver us, 
and which cuts us off fix)m the favour and love of 
God. And thus if we have any right views of the 
beauty and excellence of the divine character, and 
any well-grounded hope of a heavenly inheritance, 
we shall struggle against sin and earnestly desire to 
be freed from it: that we may grow in conformity to 
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Him here on earth, and bo fitted for more intimate 
communion with Uim in the life to come. *^ Every 
one that hath this hope in him," says St. John, *^ pu- 
rifieth himself, even as He is pure.'' 

But we have yet to consider the object set be- 
fore us in the close of this part of our Liturgy. '^ So 
that at the last we may come to his eternal joy^ 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.'* As the great end 
of the Saviour's mission was to open heaven to those 
against whom it was closed on account of sin ; so 
the attainment of it, by virtue of the covenant made 
with us in Christ, is the great ultimate object of our 
hope as Christians. We trust that He who raised up 
our Lord Jesus Christ from the dead, and hath pro- 
mbed eternal life to all who believed in Him ; will 
raise up us also at the last day, with new and glori- 
fied bodies, to dwell for ever with Him, " in whose 
presence is fulness of joy." But in what will this 
eternal fulness of joy consist ? Faint and unworthy 
are the ideas we form here on earth of the blessed- 
ness that awaits the redeemed of the Lord in the 
courts above. — For eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, 
neither hath it entered into the heart of man to con- 
ceive, what God hath prepared for them tliat loTe 
Him. The glimpses of heaven with which the most 
advanced Christian is favoured here below, are so 
dim and distant, that they only serve to stimulate 
bis thirst for a closer view and a fuller enjoyment of 
it The sweetest seasons of communion with God, 
in which he enjoys as much of heaven as can be 
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enjoyed on earth, are so few and brief, so depend- 
ant on his frame of mind, so liable to be broken in 
upon by the assaults of Satan, or the care and busi- 
ness of the world ; that, even they can give him but a 
very slight foretaste of the fulness of joy above. But 
though we can form no adequate conception of the in-^ 
tenseness or the duration of this eternal joy, we may 
from what God has been pleased to reveal to us, 
gain a sufficient knowledge of its nature. We know 
that admission to heaven implies the enjoyment of 
God^s immediate presence, and a conformity to His 
image. We know too from Scripture, that He is of 
purer eyes than to behold iniquity, and that He is 
the fountain of love and holiness. Doubtless, then, 
much of the joy of heaven will consist in a perfect 
freedom from sin and temptation. Those lusts and 
passions, which cost the believer so many a hard 
struggle, and so often break in upon his peace, will 
have died away for ever. Satan, the great enemy of 
souls, will have been stripped of that formidable 
power which he now exercises over our fallen race, 
and will never more be peripitted to assail the re- 
deemed of the Lord. The society around us then, 
no longer as on earth, leading us astray from God, 
and throwing obstacles in our course, will unite 
with us, with heart and voice, in praising and serving 
the God of our salvation. Then too shall God, 
whom we now behold but through a glass darkly, 
be seen face to face ; that is, we shall enjoy a close 
and perpetual contemplation of those matchless per* 
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fecdons that are centred in the character of Jehovah. 
Now we know them but in part, hj feeling their in* 
flnence like kindly beams descending from the Son. 
of Righteousness. But then we shall be permitted 
to view them in their heavenly source, that fountain 
of life and light from which thej flow. Then too 
throughout the countless multitude that will surround 
the throne of God, there will be perfect harmony 
and universal love. ^^ God is love," St. John says ; 
and love is the very atmosphere of heaven, and 
will doubtless be the chief source of heavenly joy ; 
even now the constraining love of Christ is the only 
true principle of Christian obedience, our only un- 
Mling source of joy and consolation as Christians ; 
it is that which urges to every duty, sweetens every 
trial, lessens every difficulty, and more than com- 
pensates for every sacrifice. It is the very matn- 
9prtng of holiness on earth ; but it will be the per-^ 
petual motion of happiness in heaven. 

Here below the Christian's love to his Saviour 
requires to be wound up from time to time, by the 
exercise of repentance and contrition for sin, and 
by earnest supplications for grace and strength to 
enable him to go onward in his christian course ; 
for without this constant renewal of communication 
with Christ, his life and head, the principle of love 
within him would be exhausted, andthe wheels of his 
obedience would flag. But in heaven as the comma* 
aion with the fountain of love will be close and un- 
intemipted, there will be no need of these renewals. 



no danger of relapsing into coldness and forgetful- 
ness of God. Secured alike from sin and temptation, 
the companies of heaven will only have to rejoice in 
the presence of their God ; and once setin motion by 
this mighty principle of love, every wheel of the vast 
machinery from the highest archangel to the hum- 
blest saint in light^willfor ever keep revolving in the 
blissful employ, of ascribing '^ blessing and honour, 
and glory and power, unto Him that sitteth upon 
the throne, and to the Lamb for ever and ever." 
Such, brethren, we have the warrant of Scripture for 
believing, will be the nature of that eternal joy pro- 
mised in the Gospel to those who receive the remis- 
Bion of their sins. Are you then living and acting 
as men whose chief desire is to partake.of this joy ? 
Are your tastes and feelings becoming gradually 
adapted, through the work of the Holy Spirit on 
your hearts, to the employments and happiness in 
heaven ? Or have you any just ground for believing 
tbat you have received remission of your sins, and 
have thus got a title to a heavenly inheritance ? God 
promises by the mouth of His ministers, to pardon 
and absolve those who truly repent and nnfeignedly 
believe. Is then your character such that you may 
humbly hope for a fulfilment of the promise i Are 
you bringing forth fruits meet for repentance, and 
manifesting the power of your faith in your struggles 
against sin and temptation, and your victories over 
the world ? If any of yon feel fliat your repentance 
has been partial or ineffectual, or that you have 
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never repented at all ; go to the Word of Ood, and 
learn the awful condition of those \rho die in their 
sins. Remember that the wicked shall be turned 
into hell and all the people, not only that rebel 
against, but that forget God. But consider how 
fully and earnestly you are invited to tuni from your 
sins and be reconciled to God, through the blood 
and righteousness of Christ. Consider the solemn 
obligations you are laid under by your baptismal 
yows and promises, to avail yourself of these invita- 
tions, and to become Christ's faithful soldiers and 
servants unto your life's end. And let these consi* 
derations, together with a knowledge of the bound- 
less love of Christ in dying for you, of his readiness 
now to intercede for you, urge you in compliance 
with the exhortation in the part of our Liturgy we 
have been considering, to pray earnestly that God 
will enable you by His Holy Spirit to repent and 
believe in a saving and effectual manner. And be 
assured that He who is e:t^alted to God*8 right hand 
on purpose to give repentance and remission of sins 
will not be deaf to your entreaties. His ear is open 
to the feeblest prayer that is offered up in sincerity 
and faith. '^He will not break the bruised reed, nor 
quench the smoking flax.'' ** He will receive you 
graciously, and love you freely." And the more you 
experience of His love and favour now, the mora 
you will long for a more perfect conformity to Hia 
image and a full enjoyment of His presence. 
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Revelation vi. 2, 

**AnD I SAW, AND BEHOLD A WHITE HOBSE : AND 
HE THAT SAT ON HIM HAD A BOW ; AND A CROWN 
WAS GIVEN UNTO HIM: AND HE WENT FORTH CON- 
QUERING, AND TO CONQUER." 

THE vision here described is that which presented 
itself to the eyes of St John, on the opening of the 
first seal of that book, spoken of in the beginning of 
the preceding chapter. The Evangelist there sajs, 
^ I saw in the hand of Him that sat on the throne, 
a book written within and on the back side, sealed 
with seven seals f or as the words more probably 
mean, '* written within and sealed on the outside 
with seven seals." This book thus written and close- 
ly secured, was an emblem of the secret decrees 
and purposes of God relative to future events. And 
a strong angel is represented as inquiring, who was 
worthy to open it and to loose the seals thereof. 
But no created being, either angel in heaven, or man 
\ on earth, or spirit of man whose body lay beneath 
the earth, was able or worthy to open it — ^There was 
one, however, who prevailed to do so, — one before 
whom thefour-and-twenty elders fell down and sang 
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a new song, sayingi ^' Thou art worthy to take the 
book, and to open the seals thereof: for Thou wast 
slain, ^d hast redeemed us to God by Thy blood, 
out of e?ery kindred, and tongue, and people, and 
nation.*' This was the Lamb slain from the foun- 
dation of the world ; who is called in this chapter 
^' the Lion of the Tribe of Judah,*' in token of His 
power and victories ; and the ^^ Root of Dand,** as 
springing in His human nature from the decayed root 
of David's family, and in being in respect of his 
Godhead, the root from which David sprang. He 
it was who being by His almighty, though invisible 
power, the chief actor in the events to be predicted, 
was alone worthy to open the book and loose the 
seals. Accordingly in the verse preceding my text, 
we read that He opened one of the seals, and forth- 
with one of the living creatures who surrounded the 
throne, sununoned the Evangelist with a voice like 
the voice of thunder to come and see what passed. 
'^And he saw, and behold a white horse, and he 
that sat on him had a bow, and a crown was given 
unto him; and he went forth conquering and to 
conquer." 

The prophetic symbols introduced in this cht^- 
ter, are considered by the best authorities, to have a 
primary reference to the events of the first three 
centuries of the Christian era, up Co the time when 
Christianity became (under Constantine) the estab- 
lished religion of the vast Roman Empire. And if 
this view be oonecl, the vision under the first seal 
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described in our text, will relate to events which 
took place in the first ceQtary. But though it may, 
and doubtless does, refer in the first instance to this 
period of the Churches history, the vision before us 
evidently sets forth, and that too in very lively and 
expressive imagery, the character and the resisdess 
progress of the Redeemer's cause in the world : and 
it is in this remote and more general view of the 
subject, that I wish to bring it before you to-day. 
Let me first, however, explain very briefly, the ima- 
gery of the text. '^ I saw, and behold a white horse.'' 
The horse which is an emblem of strength and speed, 
may denote the rapid progress which the Gospel was 
to make, and which it did make, in the first age of 
Chrisdanity ; and the colour being white, the em- 
blem of purity, may denote the justice and purity of 
the means by which this holy cause was to be pro- 
jnoted. The advancement of Christ's cause was to 
be effected by none of the violence, and cruelty, and 
oppression which mark the steps of an earthly con- 
queror : as His subjects, when fairly subdued and 
brought to acknowledge and love His rule, were to 
be all righteousness, and peace, and joy in the Holy 
Ghost, so their subjection was to be accomplished, 
not by the force of human arms, but by the gentler 
though not less powerful influence of the Holy Spirit 
Nevertheless, we read that He who sat thereon had 
a bow. This was the instrument widi which His 
warfare was to be carried on and His victories achiev- 
ed. There is a great similarity between the imagery 

H 
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here and that employed in the 45th Psalm, to de* 
describe the same conquest of the Messiah, and a 
comparison of the two passages will enable you the 
better to understand both. There the prophetic 
Psalmist says, ^^ thine arrows are sharp in the heart 
of the King's enemies, whereby the people fall under 
thee/' These arrows then are the arrows of convic- 
tion and persuasion, shot from the bow spoken of in 
our text ; in other words, they are the convincing 
and persuasive influence of the word of God, which 
the King Messiah, the Lord Jesus Christ, sends forth 
into the world ,to penetrate and subdue the hard 
hearts of sinners. They are said to be sharp in 
the heart of the King's enemies. For all are enemies 
to God, until they have heard of Christ, and His 
Gospel has been proclaimed to and embraced by 
them. Then, however, their stony hearts are pene- 
trated and softened, and they become obedient sub* 
jects ; yea, loving and faithftd friends. The bow 
might also denote that He who carried it had the 
means and the power to destroy those who should 
obstinately resist him. If neither His persuasions 
and entreaties, nor His gentle chastisements, nor His 
encouraging promises, will avail to subdue sinners 
to Himself, He will at length be compelled to visit 
them with the marks of His just indignation. Those 
who will not be subdued by His grace, must in 
the end be crushed by His power. Hence to Him 
who sat upon the white horse a crown was given in 
t^^ken of sovereignty of dominion, and of the success 
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and final triumph of His cause. It might also indi- 
cate His kingly office, — the rule which He bears over 
His subjects. Those who are subdued by His grace 
thankAilly acknowledge Him as their king, and are 
governed by His righteous laws. Indeed, His law is 
written in their hearts, and rules supremely there. 
This exalted personage thus adorned, and equipped, 
went forth, as the Evangelist describes him, conquer- 
ing and to conquer; bearing down all opposition, 
and destined to obtain new victories, until all things 
should be subdued unto Him. 

The text, then, in this its more enlarged meaning 
and import, will furnish us with some important and 
interesting matter for consideration. It will lead us 
to consider the nature and extent of the Redeemer's 
spiritual victories. And may God, the Holy Spirit, 
by whose gracious and mighty infiuence those vic- 
tories are achieved, be present with us now, to sub- 
due those hearts which have not yet submitted to 
Him, and to cheer and comfort those which have 
already received Him as their king. 

Let us then view our adorable Redeemer — 

1st. — ^As the conqueror of His own people's 
enemies. 

2ndly. — ^As subduing the hearts of a people to 
Himself. 

8rdly. — As leading His submissive subjects to 
further and final victory. 

View Him (first) then as the conqueror of His 
own and His people's enemies. The great enemies 
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of man — of our fallen race — axe sin, and death, and 
hell, or all the powers of darkness, by which I mean, 
Satan and all the legions of evil spirits in league 
with him. These, I say, are the enemies of man ; 
and Jesus having taken man's nature, they became 
his enemies also. The very design of His coming 
into the world and taking our nature upon Him, was 
to become the conqueror for His people of their ene- 
mies. The first prophecy and promise held Him 
forth as the ^' seed of the woman which was to bruise 
the serpent's head." And though, in the accom- 
plishment of this work, He appeared in the weakness 
of human nature, yet His lowest condescension was 
only in order to complete the designs of his victory; 
since it was only in our nature and by death that 
He could be overcome who had the power of death, 
and our redemption be completed. Behold Him 
then engaging for the performance of this mighty 
task, ^^ O death,'' He says, by His. prophet, long 
before, " I will be thy plagues : O grave, I will be 
thy destruction: Repentance," that is, change of 
purpose, ^^ shall be hid from mine eyes. (Hosea xiii. 
14.) The success of His undertaking too, is thus 
foretold by His prophet Isaiah, ^^ He shall swallow 
up death in victory. The Lord God shall wipe away 
tears from ofi* all faces : and the rebuke of His peo- 
ple shall be taken away from off all the earth ; for 
the mouth of Jehovah hath spoken it." Behold Him 
next going forth to the conflict firm and undaunted. 
When just entering otx tbe scene of combat. He al-» 
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ready anticipates His triumph. For He set His 
face to go to Jerusalem, and as they were going in 
the way, we read (Mark x. 32,) " Jesus went before 
them : and they were amazed : and as they followed, 
they were afraid." There must have been some very 
peculiar expression, some more than human majesty 
and ardour depicted in His countenance, which 
could thus attract the attention of His disciples, and 
excite a dread of some solemn scene approaching, 
and it lead Him to an immediate disclosure of the 
sufferings which awaited Him. In the prospect of 
these He expresses his ardent longing for their ac- 
complishment, (Luke xii. 50,) '^ I have a baptism 
to be baptized with, and how am I straitened till it 
be accomplished." As though He had said, ^^ I long 
for the conflict of my agonizing suffering, assured 
of completing at once, my own triumph and the 
redemption of my people." Bitter, indeed, was the 
conflict in the garden and on the cross. Keenly did 
the heel of his human nature feel the wound : but 
there he spoiled principalities and powers, and made 
a show of them openly, triumphing over them on the 
cross: and '^ through death," the apostle declares, 
(Heb. ii. 14,) " He destroyed him that had the power 
of death, that is the devil. 

But behold Him again rising victorious from the 
tomb, proclaiming His victory. He spoils death of 
His sting, and bids this last enemy destroy no more 
for even He breaks through the bars of the grave 
and ascends the hill of the Lord, to resume His 
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place in hearen. And thus the prophetic Psalmist 
in anticipation of his triumph, exclaims, ^^ lift up 
your heads, O ye gates ; and be ye lift up, ye ever- 
lasting doors ; and the King of Glory shall come in/* 
Let the Lord, mighty in battle, enter in to claim the 
reward of victory. 

Here, then, so far as our Lord's personal conflicts 
are concerned, we see His work of redemption com- 
pleted, His victory achieved. Sin, which is the great 
enemy, is made powerless to destroy the believer. 
For the strength of sin is the law: and in Jesus 
Christ the demands of the divine law are fully satis- 
fied ; its precepts perfectly obeyed. Death, too, is 
deprived of its power ; for the sting of death is sin. 
The grave having once given up its dead, as the first 
fruits of them that slept, has no more power to retain 
its captives : and Satan and his hosts are disappointed 
of their prey, excepting only those who love their 
bondage, and refuse to adopt the means of throwing 
off their chains. — But, 

(2ndly.)— Strange as it may appear, and fearfully 
as it discovers the corruption and depravity of fallen 
man, the display of the Redeemer's power is not 
greater in conquering His people's enemies, than in 
subduing their hearts to Himself, and disposing and 
making them capable of enjoying the salvation He 
has wrought out for them. To bring the heart of a 
rebel to a thankful acceptance of the Gospel method 
of salvation, and to the obedience of righteousness ; 
to bring down the pride of self-righteousness to the 
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humiliation of self-loathing, of repentance, and faith 
in the all-sufficiency of the atonement, are miracles 
of Almighty power and sovereign grace. " Thy 
people shall be willing in the day of Thy power;'* 
and nothing but this power could make them willing. 
When a sinner is stoi)ped in his career of sin, of 
careless indifference to God, of proud contempt or 
profane disobedience ; when from a rebel he be- 
comes an obedient subject, is turned from darkness 
to light, and from the power of Satan unto God : no 
hand but that of the Lord Almighty, no power but 
that of the Spirit of Christ, could have effected such 
a change as this. But His word, opened and ap- 
plied, by His Spirit, is sharper than a two-edged 
sword. The sinner feels it coming home to his very 
heart, and wounding him with secret but strong con- 
victions of sin and guilt. Then come the gentler 
and more persuasive influences of the same Spirit, 
drawing the sinner to Christ, lifting him up from the 
despair into which he was sinking, leading him to 
rely on the gracious promises of pardon to the bum- 
ble and contrite, and teaching him to hate and for- 
sake those sins which have been the cause of all his 
misery. The humble penitent can then take up the 
beautiful language of Moses, when expostulating for 
his people : '' And now, I beseech thee, let the power 
of my Lord be great, according as Thou hast spoken, 
saying, the Lord is long-suffering, and of great mer- 
cy, forgiving iniquity and transgression, and by no 
means clearing the guilty. Pardon, I beseech Thee, 
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the iniquity of this people according unto the great- 
ness of Thy mercy, and as Thou hast forgiven thi« 
people, from Egypt even until now. And the Lord 
said, I have pardoned according to thy vrord.'' 
(Numb. xiv. 17 — 20.) How beautiful and encouraging 
is this view of God's almighty power, in combination 
with His love and mercy here opened to us ! And be 
assured, brethren, the plea of the humble and peni- 
tent believer in Jesus, grounded upon such a promise 
as this, shall never fail to meet with the same 
compassionate regard. How wonderfully does the 
Redeemer display, not only His power, but the kind- 
ness and generosity of His nature, in subduing the 
hearts of sinners who have slighted His goodness^ 
and rebelled against His authority, in bringing them 
to the faith and love of the Gospel ; not only offering 
true happiness to them, but teaching them to value 
it, and enabling them to enjoy it ! And all this He 
effects by His Holy Spirit applying His word and 
giving efficacy to His ordinances. The hard heart 
He can thus melt ; the polluted heart He can purify ; 
the sorrowful and despairing heart He can fill with 
hope and joy. But 0, let us not forget, brethren, 
that this gracious Conqueror must be humbly met 
and submitted to, and His terms thankfully accepted ; 
otherwise from being an Almighty friend and advo^' 
caiCf He becomes an Almighty /oe» He is engaged 
at the last great day to vindicate His power and in- 
jured right. And if He be not /or us, — if He be not 
on our side, to our salvation and endless comfort, He* 
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'will be against us to our final and inevitable ruin. — 
O let sinners come, whilst yet they may, and take 
shelter beneath the sceptre of His grace ! Listen 
now to His voice of love, to His gentle pressing en- 
treaties to seek your own happiness in His service, 
lest hereafter you quail at the thunder of His wrath, 
and sink for ever under His righteous indignation ! 
Lay your heart open to His word, yield to the graci- 
ous influences of His Spirit, and He will frame it 
into a vessel of honour ! But reject that word, stub- 
bornly resist the Spirit, and you will find, that, like 
the fire which is an emblem of that Spirit, if you will 
not suffer Him to purify you, He will at length ut- 
terly consume you. 

Having thus briefly reviewed our blessed Re- 
deemer as victorious over His own and His people's 
enemies, and subduing sinners' hearts to Himself, 
we have next to view Him, 

drdly, As leading His people to further and final 
conquest. And first, as individuals^ He leads them to 
conquest over those enemies which still harass them-^ 
the world, the flesh, and the devil. He enables them 
to prevail, in their own persons, over these formid- 
able foes, and helps them to subdue their sinful lusts 
and inbred corruptions. When with true penitence 
and godly sorrow for sin, and a lively faith in Jesus, 
His Gospel is received, and He is thankfiiUy embraced 
as the only Saviour, then, it is true, the love of sin is 
overcome, its absolute dominion in the heart is taken 
•away ; but still its power is not destroyed. That cor- 

h2 
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Tuplion of nature wbich remaineth, -as our Church 
expresses it, even ^^in them that are regenerate/' 
causes the sincere believer many a struggle. "Everj 
day the conflict has to be renewed. And besides 
the more open and presumptuous offences into which 
every man, if left to himself, and not upheld bj 
divine grace, is liable to fall ; sin is so subtle in its 
approaches, and puts on so many disguises^ — pride 
and selfishness, and envy, and malice, and covetous- 
nesS| and love of the world, these and many other 
sins, rise up in the heart in so many specious and 
deceitful forms, that it requires the greatest vigilance, 
as well as the greatest strength and firmness in the 
believer, to detect and overcome them. And who 
is it that supplies him with these requisite qualities ? 
Who is it that gives strength and courage to the 
Christian to grapple with his foes ? Who is it that 
gives him resolution to deny himself, and take up 
his cross and follow Christ? And though his sins be 
as dear to him as a right hand or a right eye, enables 
him to cut them off and cast them from him ? Who 
but the Captain of his salvation ; the same Almighty 
Saviour, who has already triumphed over His ene- 
mies, and now seeks to make him personally par- 
^ker in the glory and the fruits of His conquest ? 
»my dear brethren, you who are anxiously endea- 
vouring to fight the good fight of faith, and to lav 
hold on e tern nl it j ^ aoj 

1 ., ^^^ ^"e, to Jesus you must look for thosQ 

ran -^r.!^^*^^^^® °^ K^ace and strength which alone 
can ensure von tu . -r . T .,_ 

J^^^ the victory. It is by the power of 
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the Dirine Spirit dwelling in you that the conflict is 
to be maintained, and the victory achieved. Jesus, 
when anointed to his office, received the Spirit 
without measure ; and when after His triumph He 
ascended on high, He received Him expressly for 
tt. men, rebellious mariy and He now bestows the ines- 
e: timable gift upon His people in such measure as they 
.: ask it, and He sees they need it And believe me, 

r; brethren, no poor sinner, who, sighing under the 

power of his sins, deeply felt his need of this graci- 
ous Spirit's aid, and cried earnestly to the Saviour 
for it, ever failed to have his want supplied, and to 
find that Saviour a very present help in the hour of 
need : nor did any one who persevered in the daily 
living by faith on the Son of God, daily feeding on 
the Bread of life and the Water of life, ever fail in the 
end to gain the victory over his corruptions, to tri- 
umph over death, and to reap the blessed fruits of the 
victory which the Saviour thus enabled him to achieve. 
But it is not as individuals only that the Lord 
Jesus Christ leads His people to victory. As the 
Churchy that great body of which He is the Head, 
He leads them to conquest over His enemies in the 
world, nor will He ever cease to do so, till all nations 
are subdued before Him. If we look back to ages 
gone by, and mark the way in which He often 
delivered and preserved His Church amidst the 
greatest dangers, we shall see that this is no vain 
boast, but that actual experience has already fur- 
nished ample grounds for expecting the Church's 
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final triumph. When Israel, who were then His 
visible Church, were in Egypt, destitute for the most 
part of piety and spirituality, yet still the heirs of the 
promise, He brought them out with a mighty hand, 
and with great signs and wonders ; nor could all the 
power of Pharaoh and his hosts avail to stop them. 
When afterwards under Joshua, the type of their 
promised Saviour, they went out against their formid- 
able enemies in the land of Canaan, they went forth 
conquering and to conquer. And why ? Because 
the Lord God of Israel fought for them. He drove 
out the enemy before them, and said, ** destroy thou 
them." If we look to the visible Church under the 
Christian dispensation, we shall find the power of 
her Captain and Head not less signally exerted for her 
deliverance and extension. When in the Church's 
infancy, but a short time after our Lord's ascension, 
the malice and prejudice of Judaism and the philoso- 
phy of Greece, and the power and fierceness of 
heathen Rome, were also arrayed against her, how 
vain were their efforts against the power of Him 
who was pledged for her support ! They might in- 
deed, in some measure, retard the progress of the 
stream of heavenly truth ; they might divide and 
scatter its waters, and for a little time interrupt its 
course : but flowing as it did from the eternal foun- 
tain of spiritual life and truth, and destined as it was 
by Omnipotence, to refresh and fertilize the world, — 
heaven and earth might sooner pass away than they 
be able to repress it. If, passing rapidly onward 
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with the lapse of ages, we turn to a much later 
period of the Church's history, and view her enthral-, 
ed under Papal tyranny and usurpation, the beauty 
and simplicity of her original form disguised^ and 
well nigh obscured by Romish error and superstition ; 
still we see the power of her almighty Protector 
exerted for her deliverance, and making the cause of 
Scriptural truth triumphant. We see how a variety 
of circumstances combined to cherish the secret fire 
of the Reformation until an intolerable outrage on 
common-sense fanned it into a flame : and from that 
moment, in spite of the most determined efforts to 
regain its footing, Romish ascendency was no more. 
Once more, to confine our view to the Reformed 
Church in our own countr}*-, which it has pleased 
God since the Reformation, to make the strong-hold 
of Protestant Christianity, how distinctly may the 
hand of Providence be often seen exerted in her 
deliverance and protection ! To mention no other 
instance, but two days ago we commemorated a 
signal deliverance of this Church and nation firom 
the effects of Popish cruelty and rage. Disappointed 
in their expectation, that king James the 1st would 
be a favourer of their Church, and restore the Pope's 
ascendancy in England, a Romish faction, backed 
no doubt by the consent and approbation of higher 
powers in their Church, formed that well-known and 
horrible plot, called the Gunpowder treason, a plot 
for the destruction of all the three orders of the 
realm, the King, the Lords, and the Commons, by 
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one fearful explosion. By this, the conspirators 
vainly hoped, that the Reformed religion would 
receive a death blow in this land, and England once 
more become a vassal of the Pope. This plot, when 
fully organized, and on the very point of execution, 
was most providentially discovered through the 
anxiety of one of the conspirators to save the life of 
a friend. Who shall say that here the hand of pro- 
vidence was not at work ? That here the power of 
our exalted Redeemer was not exerted in behalf of 
His true Church ? Truly we may say in the words of 
our Church Service appointed for the day, " this 
unnatural conspiracy, not our merits, but His mercy, 
not our foresight, but His providence, delivered us.'' 
And taking courage from this and other providential 
interpositions, we may adopt the language of the 
64th Psalm, appointed for the same service, and say 
of all the enemies of God's Church and people, 
^^God shall suddenly shoot at them with a swift 
arrow : that they shall be wounded. Yea, their own 
tongues shall make them fall : insomuch that whoso 
seeth them shall laugh them to scorn. And all men 
that see it shall say. This hath God done : for they 
shall perceive that it is His work. The righteous 
shall rejoice in the Lord, and put his trust in Him : 
and all they that are true of heart shall be glad." 
And now, my brethren, after this hasty and imperfect 
view of God's powerful interferences in behalf of 
His Church in ages past, may we not conclude, even 
independently of the many distinct promises to that 
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effect, that we have ample ground to expect that He 
will lead her to further conquests ? that no weapon 
formed against her shall ever prosper ? that as the 
efforts of believers to spread the truth increase, they 
will be more signally blessed — that field after field 
of barren soil, or noisome weeds, shall be broken 
up, and brought into cultivation, until the whole 
wilderness shall blossom as the rose, and the lovely 
fruits of faith and holiness bloom, where idolatry, 
vice, and superstition, have for ages reigned ; until, 
in short, the kingdoms of the world become the king- 
doms of our God and of His Christ; and the pro- 
phetic words of our text are no longer partially ^ but 
fully and completely verified— that He who sat upon 
the white horse, — who earned the bow and wore the 
crown, is gone forth conquering and to conquer. 
Time will not admit, brethren, of my making any 
lengthened personal application of this subject. I 
shall, therefore, only draw one or two plain inferences 
firom what has been said, and leave you, under the 
divine blessing, to apply it to yourselves. 

First, if the power of Christ be so resistless, and 
His cause must finally triumph ; if His power must 
be manifested either in your conversion and sancti- 
fication now, or in your destruction hereafter, what 
madness to resist him ! What folly to forget or neglect 
Him ! How eagerly should we flee to Him for refuge 
firom the coming wrath ! How thankfully should we 
respond to His kind and gentle entreaty, ^^ Take my 
yoke upon you and learn of me, for I am meek and 
lowly in heart, and ye shall find rest to your souls !'' 
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2ndlj. If the power and grace of the Redeemer 
is so all-sufficient for the support of His people, 
and the supply of their daily wants ; how thankfiilly 
should we go to Him by prayer and faith, and draw 
out of His fulness daily according to our need ! We 
have no power in ourselves to help ourselves, and to 
stand before the enemies that assail us. If faith 
does not depend upon and hold fast by the Captain of 
our Salvation, the mind of the sincerest Christian 
will soon waver and grow faint, his spirits will sink, 
and his feeble efforts be easily overcome by the pow- 
er of his spiritual enemies. But here in the Lord 
Jesus Christ is everlasting strength ; here under His 
banner is the supply of every want, and ample en- 
couragement to go onward, maintaining the fight in 
the certain prospect of victory. Go on then, believer, 
in humble dependance upon Him, who has already 
redeemed you to God by His blood. If the Lord be 
for you, who can be against you ? The terrors of 
His power and justice are not for you, but for the 
enemies who despise or stubbornly resist Him. Over 
you His eye is ever watching with deep and tender 
interest ; for you His power is ever exerted in guard- 
ing you from all evil, and securing your final salva- 
tion. Go on, then, in humble confidence, adopting 
for your motto the words of Moses to Israel of old : 
" The eternal God is thy refuge, and underneath are 
the everlasting arms ; and He shall thrast out the 
enemy from before thee, and shall say, Destroy thou 
them.** 
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Isaiah xl. 31. 



** They that wait upon the Lord shall renew 

THEIR strength; THEY SHALL MOUNT UP WITH 
WINGS AS EAGLES; THEY SHALL RUN, AND NOT BE 
WEARY; THEY SHALL WALK, AND NOT FAINT." 

THE book of the prophet Isaiah, and indeed the 
writings of all the prophets, afford us a striking view 
of the character of God, as displayed in His dealings 
with His fallen creatures. They represent Him to us 
as a righteous but merciful Sovereign, bound to punish, 
yet anxious to forgive, and making such abundant 
provision for the salvation and acceptance of sinners, 
as to leave not the shadow of an excuse to those who 
perish in their sins. Search the prophets throughout, 
and you will find that this is the character in which 
God invariably appears ; that He never denounces 
vengeance against the hard-hearted and rebellious, 
without at the same time promising mercy to the re- 
turning penitent; that He never threatens destruction 
to the proud and self-sufficient, who trust in an arm 
of flesh, without at the same time promising strength 
and comfort to the humble believer, who waits upon 
Him as a helpless and dependent creature. The 
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chapter immediately before us is rich in promises of 
this kind. In the earlier part of the book^ the pro- 
phet had been denouncing the divine vengeance 
against the Jews for their idolatries, and for their 
neglect of the privileges they had enjoyed as the 
chosen people of God, not however without frequent 
intimations of mercy and forgiveness. But having 
in the close of the S9th chapter, warned Hezekiah in 
distinct terms, of the destruction of Jerusalem bj 
foreign enemies, and of the captivity of his people in 
a distant land, he here suddenly breaks forth into a 
fuller and more particular declaration of their future 
deliverance, and of the blessings God had in store for 
them. He intimates, that allhough nothing could 
now avert the heavy temporal calamities which their 
sins were justly bringing upon them, yet that timely 
repentance would still enable them to escape eternal 
punishment. Under the description of their futare 
deliverance from the Babylonish Captivity, he points 
to that far greater and more extensive deliverance 
which the promised Saviour was hereafter to ac- 
complish for His guilty and condemned creatures. 
And in this lively and triumphant description of the 
future glory and blessings of Messiah^s kingdom, he 
seems almost to lose sight of that nearer deliverance 
which was the immediate object of his prophecy. 
The chapter conchides with a declaration of the folly 
and weakness of those who, despising the way of sal- 
vation which God has provided, trust to their own 
strength and their own merits, for favour and accept* 
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ance with Him : '^ £veii the youths shall faint and be 
weary, and the young men shall utterly fall ;" and, in 
the words of the text, plainly sets forth the safety and 
success of those who seek their strength from God : 
" But they that wait upon the Lord shall renew their 
strength ; they shall mount up with wings as eagles ; 
they shall run, and not be weary ; they shall walk, 
and not faint." 

As the promises of God have a principal reference 
to the Church of Christ, of which we, as members of 
His visible Church form a part, let us consider more 
particularly — 

1st — The duty here implied, and— 

2ndly — The blessings promised. 

And 1st, the duty implied — waiting upon God. 

All the spiritual blessings that God has to bestow 

are promised in answer to prayer and faith. He is 

rich in mercy, not to those who forget Him and reject 

His allegiance, but to those who trust in Him and 

call upon Him. Temporal blessings He bestows, to 

a certain extent, on all alike. '' He maketh His sun 

to rise on the evil and on the good, and sendeth rain 

on the just and on the unjust." But spiritual blessings, 

the riches of His grace, pardon, and peace, and sanc- 

tification, these He reserves for those who believe in 

Him and call upon His name. And it is only in 

accordance with perfect justice that it should be so. 

For these blessings, it must be remembered, are 

covenant blessings. They are the good things which 

He has promised to us in virtue of the covenant He 
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has made with us in Jesus Christ Now, a covenant 
is a mutual agreement entered into between two 
contracting parties, each of whom has a part to per- 
form in it. And if either party fail to perform his 
part, he forfeits the benefit of the covenant God, 
therefore, has been pleased in mercy to enter into a 
covenant with us, in which He has promised, for 
Christ^s sake, to grant us pardon and peace, and all 
spiritual blessings, if we repent and believe and call 
upon Him, and unless we faithfully perform the part 
assigned to us, we cannot expect to receive the bless- 
ings promised. The duty referred to in the text, that 
of waiting upon God, if we take it in its whole 
extent, includes a great part of what is required on 
our part in this covenant of mercy. 

Thus we must wait upon God,<— 1st, as depend- 
ants^ — as those who look to Him and depend upon 
Him for all necessary support, both for our bodies and 
our souls. All the creatures of God, both rational 
and irrational, may in some sense be said thus to wait 
upon Him. It is in this sense that David in the 
104th Psalm, after admiring God's providential care, 
over all his various creatures upon earth, adds, — 
" These all wait upon Thee, that Thou mayest give 
them their meat in due season." But man^ who is 
the noblest work of God, formed at first in His image, 
and endowed with a soul that can comprehend some- 
thing of His goodness and faithfulness : surely he is 
bound to trust in Him, and to seek strength and 
protection at His hands. If we had no other know- 
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ledge of God but what the light of nature and the 
force of conscience afford, we should have enough to 
lead us to trust in Him ; but when Holy Scripture 
declares, that ^^ The eyes of the Lord are upon the 
righteous, and His ears are open unto their cry ;^ that 
'^ He has made with us an everlasting covenant, or- 
dered in all things, and sure ;" and that ^^ He is a 
buckler to them that trust in Him." Shall we 
disbelieve the words of Him who cannot lie? and 
shall we not trust in Him who cannot deceive ? and 
call upon Him who waiteth to h6 gracious to us i 
But in order to be enabled thus to wait upon God, 
we must feel our weakness and helplessness, and 
our need of His pardoning mercy and His strength- 
ening grace. We must feel deeply, and lament our 
utter deficiency in those qualities and dispositions 
which He approves. This is the state of mind on 
which our Lord himself pronounced a blessing, when 
in His Sermon on the Mount He said, — ^^ Blessed are 
the poor in spirit, for their's is the kingdom of hea- 
ven." For in what does this poorness of spirit con- 
sist, but in a deep and humbling sense of utter 
poverty, in holy feelings and spiritual attainments i 
In order to produce and cherish this feeling of 
poverty, and of our dependance upon God, we should 
ask ourselves often and anxiously, ^* What have I in 
my character that resembles that of my Saviour? 
for it is only by being in some measure restored to 
His likeness here, that I can be fitted for enjoying 
Bis presence in Heaven. Do I then at all resemble 
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Him in humanity ? In cheerful submission to najr 
Heavenly Father's will ? can I, when chastised by Hi» 
fatherly hand, say from my heart, without a murmur, 
« Notmy will, butThinebe done ?" Do I resemble Hm 
in meekness and readiness to forgive inj uries, in fervent 
love for the souls of my fellow-creatures, and in steady 
anxious endeavours to promote their present and 
eternal welfare, and make known to them the truths of 
the gospel, by conversation, by influence, by example, 
and by every means within my reach ? Again ; do I 
resemble Him in self-denial, and in resolution and 
strength to resist temptation, and in purity of heart ? 
Do I make it my constant endeavour to check every 
vain thought and sinful desire that rises in my breast, 
before it has ripened into open sin ? There axe few, 
I believe, whose consciences will not compel them 
to acknowledge a fearful deEciency in these points 
of resemblance. How then are these deficiencies to 
be made up ? Can we effect it for ourselves ? Can 
we in our own strength implant in our hearts the holy 
dispositions which God requires ? No : it is God that 
worketh in us both to will and to do of His good plea- 
sure. He alone who created us at first by His word, 
can create us anew unto good works by the power of 
ffis Spirit. But we may and must do much, both in 
seeking the divine assistance, and in cultivating these 
holy habits and dispositions. Now, if we feel that 
these are our spiritual wants, that unless they are 
supplied, we can never get to Heaven, or enjoy it if 
got there, and that we must depend upon God 



we 
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alone for the supply of them ; this will lead us to 
wait upon Him. 

Secondly, — as petitioners: those who feel them- 
selves destitute and oppressed, and know that they 
may have relief for the asking, are generally ready 
to heg ; yes, and resolute persevering beggars too. 
Look at those who go to a prince, or a great man 
to seek redress for a grievance, or to ask a favour. 
They wait upon him day after day, and week after 
week, and though long neglected, and perhaps often 
repulsed, they are never discouraged, but still per- 
severe in asking till their request is granted. In 
this way then we must wait upon God, in earnest 
persevering prayer, if we would have our spiritual 
wants supplied. For, though His ear is always open 
to our prayers, and He is ready to give more than 
we can ask or think, yet in order to exercise our 
faithy and to keep up that spirit of humble depend- 
ance which is due from the creature to the Creator, 
He sometimes requires that we should ask long and 
importunately, before He answers our petitions. This 
is what our Lord has taught us, (Luke xviii,) in the 
parable of the unjust judge, who, though he had no 
respect for justice, though he feared not God nor 
regarded man, yet because of the importunity of the 
widow who applied to him, at length gave her 
redress. And again, in Luke xi, where, after teach- 
ing His disciples to pray. He says, ^* Which of you 
shall have a friend, and shall go to him at midnight 
and say unto him, Friend, lend me three loaves ? 
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And he from within shall answeri Trouble me not, 
I cannot rise and give thee. I say unto you, though 
he will not rise and give him because he is his friend, 
yet because of his importunity he will rise and give 
him as many as he needeth." We must not, there- 
fore, be discouraged or cast down, because God may 
not answer our prayers precisely at the same time or 
in the manner we expect ; but we must wait patiently 
upon Him. The prayer of faith is never unheard, 
and in the end will never be unanswered. No : we 
must rather suspect something wrong in ourselves, 
or in our mode of asking— some coldness or indiffer- 
ence—some voluntary yielding to wandering thoughts 
—some secret preference of other objects to the spi- 
ritual blessings we are seeking for, as David in 
Psalm IxvL 18, says, *^ If I regard iniquity in my 
hearty the Lord will not hear me." Or else we must 
attribute the delay to the wisdom and the love of 
our Heavenly Father, who will answer our prayers 
at a time and in a manner better suited to promote 
our best interests than we should have chosen for 
ourselves. 

But further,— we must wait upon God. 

Thirdly. — As servants, ready to do His will, and 
to exert ourselves to please Him. It will avail us little 
to wait upon God as petitioners for spiritual blessings, 
unless we second our petitions with earnest endea- 
vours to root out sin, and to cultivate those holy dis- 
positions of which we feel our need. If a poor man 
applies to you for help in his difficultieSi (however 
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great may be his distress,) unless you see in him 
some disposition to help himself, and to second your 
benevolent intentions by exertions on his part, you 
are little inclined to give him relief. And thus it is 
in our case. Diligence in striving is the test of sin- 
cerity in praying. Therefore when we pray, as our 
Saviour taught, that God will " give us day by day 
our daily bread," that is, that He will continually 
strengthen our souls by His grace and His spirit, as 
M'ell as continue to us the supply of our bodily 
wants, unless we are diligent in using the means He 
has provided, we cannot expect to reap the promised 
benejGt. When we pray that He will enlighten our 
minds with a clear knowledge of His will, how can 
we expect to be heard unless we study the Holy 
Scriptures, in which He has revealed that will to us, 
and strive to discover it there ? When we pray that 
His kingdom may come, that is, that the power of 
sin and Satan may be overthrown, and He may reign 
supreme in our own hearts, and amongst our fellow- 
creatures, how can we expect Him to hear us, 
unless we are ready to oppose sin in ourselves and 
others, in all its forms, and to exert ourselves in 
making known the glad tidings of salvation to those 
around us ? When we pray, " Lead us not into temp- 
tation, but deliver us from evil," that is, from the evil 
of sin and the power of Satan, will He hear us, if we 
wilfully run into those scenes and that company 
where His holy name is profaned? Where evil 
passions are excited^ and temptations to sin abound ? 

I 



Sorely such condact would be base bypocri^; and 
would be drawing nigh to God with our ^--'^'^^ 
honouring Him with our lips, whilst our hearts w^ 
far from Him; and it would justly e^«e '^ *^ *J 
wrath of Him who searcheth the hearts. « *«^ " 
we would wait upon God with success as V^^^^^^* 
we must wait upon Him with diligence ^.««"^: 
anxious to do His will and to promote His glory . 
feeling that our time, our talents, our possessions, be 
they great or small, are all His gifts ; of our use of 
which, we shall assuredly have to render an account 
in the day of judgment. 

And think not that this is a painful and wean- 
some service. The mere man of the world, the 
votary of earthly distinction, of wealth, or of pleasure, 
is ever liable to vexation and disappointment, and 
may or may not succeed in the object of his pursuit 
But the service of the christian who waits upon 
God, is both delightful and honourable, and certain 
of success. It is the delight and the honour of the 
•ngels thus to wait upon God, as his ministering 
servants ; it is the endless employment to which we 
look forward, if ever we are admitted to their society- 
How shall we be fitted for such employments then, 
unless we learn in some degree to take a pleasure in 
them now ? 

We have seen something of what is meant by 
the duty referred to in the text, that of waiting upon 
God ; that it implies a waiting upon Him as depend- 
ants, as petitioners^ as servants, and thus includes a 
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great part of what we have to perform in the ' cove- 
nant He has made with us in Jesus Christ. Ijet us 
briefly consider — 

Secondly — The blessings attached to the per- 
formance of this duty. " They who wait upon the 
Lord shall renew their strength,** &c. The life of 
the christian is often regarded in scripture as a race, 
in which eternal life is the prize, and this world the 
scene of the contest Now, in a race nothing is so 
indispensable to success as a continuance of strength. 
It matters not how well a man sets out in the course, 
if his strength fails in the middle he can never obtain 
the prize. And so the returning sinner, who has 
entered on his christian course, and made perhaps 
some little advance in the way to Heaven, has still 
need of daily supplies of grace and strength from his 
Saviour. And this is what the Saviour has here 
promised to those who wait upon Him. He will 
enlighten them by his Spirit, He will arm them 
against temptation, He will uphold them in all their 
goings, by his Almighty hand, until He has brought 
them in safety to the close of their career, where a 
crown of life is assuredly laid up for them. Such 
was, perhaps, the image in the prophet's mind, when 
he said, ^' they shsdl renew their strength.'* But in 
the following words the metaphor rises from that of a 
race to a flight, a heaven-ward flight: '^ They shall 
mount up with wings as eagles.** The eagle, it is 
said, approaches nearer the sun than any other bird 
that flies. He soars above the dense atmosphere, 
and the clouds that surround this earth, into the pure 
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air of heaven. He fixes his eyes on the sun abore 
him, and gazes on his brightness, and gathers fresh 
vigour from his beams. And thus it is with the 
christian who waits upon God. He rises on the 
wings of faith and hope, above the pleasures, ajid 
the cares, and the sorrows of life. He keeps gazing 
with the eye of faith on the Sun of Righteousness, 
that has imparted light and life to his soul; and 
whilst he mourns over his own weakness, and worth- 
lessness, and lamentable defects, yet being upheld 
by the power of the Spirit of God, he is thus enabled 
to approach gradually nearer to his Saviour, and to 
resemble Him more and more. The storms of temp- 
tation will at times assail him, the clouds of sorrow 
and affliction may for a moment darken his path, 
but being ever cheered by the beams of his Saviour's 
love, and supplied with fresh vigour, as fresh diffi- 
culties arise, he is enabled to triumph over all oppo- 
sition, and in all these things to prove more than 
conqueror through Him that loved him. Look at 
him in a season of trial and affliction. Flesh and 
blood may feel the pang, but remembering what his 
Saviour suffered for him, he is enabled cheerfully 
to submit, and in the language of St. Paul, to pray 
that his light afflictions, which are but for a moment, 
by weaning his heart from the world, and bringing 
him nearer to God, may work out for him a far more 
exceeding and eternal weight of glory. Look at 
him in the hour of death, when his body is sinking 
nto the dust from whence it came, and the world is 
It fadmg from his view- Does his strength fail. 
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and does his soul sink with terror at the thought of 
approaching judgment? No: he knows on whom 
he has believed ; and though conscious of the worth- 
lessness of his own services, yet trusting to his 
Saviour's merits and faithfulness, he still advances 
"without weariness, and walks without fainting." 
And as he approaches nearer the close of his career, 
his strength is only increased, his hopes are ani- 
mated, and he is cheered and supported in the final 
conflict, by an earnest of the glory that awaits him. 

Such are some of the blessings promised to 
those who wait upon God. Who then would wil- 
lingly lose them ? Who for the sake of sinful gratifi- 
cation, or self-indulgence, or from carelessness and 
indolence in religion, from neglect of God's worship 
and His holy word, would forfeit these blessings of 
His covenant ? For, remember, that as we possess 
ibe knowledge of these precious promises, and of the 
means of securing them to ourselves, if we do forfeit 
them it will be by our own wilful and inexcusable 
neglect, and at the peril of our immortal souls, " If 
ye know these things," says our blessed Lord, "happy 
are ye, if ye do them-" But, oh ! remember what 
He adds, " That servant who knoweth his master's 
will and doelh it not, shall be beaten with many 
stripes." Nay, it will be more tolerable for Sodom 
and Gomorrah in the day of judgment than for us, 
if with all the knowledge and the privileges, which as 
christians in name and profession, we enjoy, we are 
foand at last guilty of neglecting this great salvation. 
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Genesis xxviii. 12. 
^And he dreamed, and behold a ladder set trp 

ON THE EARTH, AND THE TOP OP IT REACHED TO 
heaven: and behold the ANOELS of God ASCEND- 
ING AND descending ON IT.** 

IN the early ages of the world, before maokind were 
favoured, as we are at present, with the word of God> 
His promises and threateniogs, and the declarations 
of His will, were made to individuals personally, as 
their cases required, or as God saw fit to reveal 
Himself to them. Sometimes the communication 
was made by means of a night vision ; sometimes 
simply by a voice from heaven, as in the case of 
Samuel, when he was informed of the judgments 
coming upon Eli ; and at other times, by the per- 
sonal appearance of angels, as in the case of Abra- 
ham, Lot, and Gideon. On the occasion referred to 
in the text, we find a singular union of all these 
three methods of communication, the vision, the 
appearance of tlie angel, and the voice from heaven, 
which is mentioned in the following verse. Jacob, 
having been forced to leave his father's house on 
account of the enmity of his brother Esau, was 
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journeying towards Padan-Aram after sun-set, and 
had lain down to sleep in the open air, when it 
pleased God thus to appear to him, to renew the 
promise of a Saviour which he had before made to 
his father Abraham, that in him and his seed all the 
families of the earth should be blessed ; and at the 
same time to support and encourage him under his 
present trials, by giving him a delightful view of the 
intercourse that subsists between men and angels, 
and of the interest those holy and beneficent spirits 
take in the actions and happiness of human beings. 
This close and intimate connection between the 
natural and the spiritual world, is a subject which is 
perhaps not suflSciently attended to, considering the 
frequent and direct allusions made to it in the Holy 
Scriptures. It is, nevertheless, a subject which may 
be made equally interesting and instructive. It is 
calculated to alarm the careless and ungodly ; for 
who would not start in the act of breaking God's 
law, to reflect on the pure and holy nature of those 
invisible beings who are marking all his actions? 
It is calculated to support and encourage the tempted ; 
for wlio would not feel stronger and more firm in 
resisting the tempter, fi:om the consciousness of the 
presence of those who will support and approve his 
conduct ? Nor is it less calculated to console the 
faithful servants of God, under the trials and difficul- 
ties they meet with in the world, by assuring them, 
that, however small may be the number of human 
beings who are earnestly seeking the glory of God and 
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the salvation of their own souls, they are neverthe- 
less not alone in the world ; they are surrounded by- 
millions of beings, who are already in the enjoyment 
of that glory to which they are looking forward, and 
whose sole occupation is singing praises to God and 
to the Lamb. That the number of these ministering 
servants of God is far beyond our calculation, may 
be inferred from various passages of scripture. Thus 
we find in the Prophet Daniel, a magnificent account 
of the angels standing before the throne of God: 
" I beheld," he says, describing his vision, " till the 
thrones were cast down, and the Ancient of days did 
sit, whose garment was white as snow, and the hair 
of His head like pure wool; His throne was like the 
fiery flame, and His wheels as burning fire. Thou- 
sand thousands ministered unto Him, and ten thou- 
sand times ten thousand stood before Him.'* Such 
is the number of those attendants on the Divine 
Majesty, that language fails in its power to express 
it. Their number, indeed, is worthy of the Majesty 
of Him whose glory far exceeds all created glory, as 
His nature surpasses ours. When we consider the 
vast unbounded power of this countless host of God's 
servants, and that that power is never exerted but 
for the ultimate good of God's faithful people— how 
inestimable a privilege does it appear to have any 
connection or intercourse with them ! 

I shall, therefore, call your attention— 
(1st) To some of the different relations in which 
ngels stand to mankind, as collected from scripture ; 
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and, secondly, endeavour to point out the spiritual 
meaning of the ladder by which they are described 
in the text as continually ascending and descending. 
First, then, we are justified in regarding the 
angels as our friends. Originally angels and men 
were as one family : they were creatures of the 
same Lord, and partakers of the same nature. There 
existed between them a community of interests, a 
similarity of dispositions. But by sin the bond of 
union was broken. Then angels became the minis- 
ters of God's vengeance against man. It was an 
angel who went through the land of Egypt, and 
" smote the first-bom in every house, that he died." 
It was an angel who, when David had sinned by 
numbering the people, brought the pestilence upon 
Judea for three days, and who lifted up his sword 
against Jerusalem to destroy it. It was an angel 
who went into the camp of the Assyrians, and in one 
night slew an hundred and seventy-five thousand 
men. It was an angel who smote Herod, while 
seated upon his throne, and impiously permitting 
(he honour to be paid to him which belongeth only 
to God. Thus angels have been employed as the 
scourges of guilty impenitent man. But christians 
are, by virtue of their union with Christ, re-united 
to them as friends. Thus, our blessed Lord is de- 
scribed as having incorporated them into one family. 
He has restored that chain of communication be- 
tween heaven and earth, which by the fatal sin of 
our first parents was broken off. It was ^^ the good 

i2 
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pleasure of God which He purposed in Himself, to 
gather together in one all things in Christ, both 
which are in heaven and which are in earth.** Into 
what a glorious family then are they incorporated 
who are really united to Christ ! To what a society 
are they admitted ! It is not only in heaven that 
they will enjoy this society, but even notOj the 
believer, the true child of God, is brought into fel- 
lowship with Jesus, the Mediator of the new Cove- 
nant, and the innumerable company of angels ! What 
though they may be poor and despised, yet, if 
"heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ;" if the 
angels are their friends, have they cause to com- 
plain ? The angels regard no earthly distinctions ; 
they consider only the love we bear to Christ. They 
measure our value, not by the interest we may have 
in the fading possessions of this world ; not by the 
pomp we display or the raiment we put on ; but by 
our love to God and by His love to us. 

But, secondly, We must regard the angels not as 
friends only, but as " ministering spirits, sent forth 
to minister to the heirs of salvation." To call the 
angels our friends is a privilege and dignity wMch 
every humble mind will justly esteem as too great 
for so sinful and con*upt a being as man. But as 
their friendship with man springs not from our own 
intrinsic merit, but from the love they bear to the 
Author of our being, and from the elevation of a 
nature destitute of all pride ; so this love of God, 
and this elevation of nature, disposes them to every 
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employment by which God may be hoDoured and 
man be blessed ; therefore, they are ministering ser- 
vants to the heirs of salvation. Thus, in order to 
intimate the perpetual intercourse between heaven 
and earth, the ladder was displayed to Jacob, reach- 
ing from the one to the other, and the Angels of God 
ascending and descending upon it. Thus also, when 
overwhelmed with fear of the power and indignation 
of Esau, whose appearance he expected, was Jacob 
comforted by God with a vision of heavenly troops 
commissioned to protect him. ^' And Jacob went on 
his way, and the angels of God met him. And when 
Jacob saw them, he said. This is God's host : and he 
called the name of that place Mahanaim," or the 
two armies. Thus we find them often appearing, 
and still oftener ministering to the servants of God, 
in the various trials and distresses to which they were 
exposed. It was an angel who brought to Elisha 
bread in the wilderness, that he might be strength- 
ened for his journey. An angel appeared to Zecha- 
riah, when ministering before the altar, to announce 
to him the birth of the illustrious fore-runner of the 
Messiah. An angel delivered Peter out of prison, 
and broke the chains with which he was boimd. 
An angel also stood by Paul when about to be ship- 
wrecked, to comfort him, and to declare that no harm 
should befal him or the persons with him. The 
angels are said to take charge of the servant of God, 
^^ lest at any time he should dash his foot against a 
stone." They are also employed as instruments in 
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the hand of God to defend the true Christian from 
the temptations and the assaults of Satan, and to 
defeat his evil machinations against the church. 
What encouraging views does this representation of 
scripture open to us ! How in the midst of perils, 
or in the depth of solitude, may we comfort ourselves 
with the idea of being surrounded by the heavenly 
host! For although, since the first age of Chris- 
tianity, these ministering spirits have ceased to ap- 
pear in a visible form, yet we must not suppose on 
that account that their intercourse with mankind has 
diminished. If the veil which conceals from our 
eyes the invisible world were removed, we should 
soon be convinced of the contrary. What confi- 
dence, then, may we place in their protection, if only 
we fear and serve God ! and how can we duly esti- 
mate the blessings which accompany the Divine 
favour ? 

But, thirdly, Further we may also consider the 
angels as our models or examples. For although it 
is true that between the angels and ourselves there 
is an infinite distance ; yet in many points such a 
degree of correspondence prevails, that we may 
justly propose them as objects of our imitation. 
They are, for instance, examples to us in the object of 
their contemplation ; in their adoration of God ; in the 
harmony they display ; in the love they feel ; and in 
the obedience they render to the divine commands. 

Let us regard them first, then, as our mo- 
dels in the objects of their contemplation. — The 
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knowledge indeed of beings whose powers are so 
transcendant, must be various and extensive, extend- 
ing perhaps to points of which we can have no con- 
ception. But there is one subject which is described 
in scripture as occupying their attention above all 
others, and that subject is the mystery of redemption. 
The sufferings of Christ and the riches of His grace, 
they contemplate with rapture. Thus the apostle, 
speaking of the prophecies which had been delivered 
of the grace of Christ, adds, " which things the 
angels desire to look into." Thus also are the 
Cherubim s represented in the temple as stooping 
over the mercy-seat, astonished at the goodness of 
God manifested to man, and adoring the great 
Author of it. In this employment then let us en- 
deavour to imitate the angels. Can we have a nobler 
object of contemplation than theirs ? Can we ex- 
haust that glorious subject which instructs and 
amazes even them ? Here is a subject fit to exercise 
the noblest faculties of the mind — the mercy, the 
love, the wisdom, the power of God, displayed in 
the great mystery of redemption ! We ought rather 
to be ashamed to feel so little interested in contem- 
plations, in which it is the highest dignity of angels 
to be engaged ; and more especially as this great 
redemption was wrought out not for them but for us. 
They may further be considered as our exam- 
ples in their adoration of God. — Man worships God, 
and so do His holy angels ; but how do they worship 
Him ? Is it a faint, and cold, and formal adoration 
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which thej offer up, when the host of heaven fall 
prostrate before the throne, and cry with a loud 
voice, ^^ Salvation, and glory, and honour; be unto 
Him that sitteth upon the throne and to the Lamb 
for ever and ever ?" If we would learn how to adore 
God, let us consider their worship. In them we see 
perfect knowledge, combined with perfect love, bend- 
ing every faculty of the soul to offer up a spiritual 
sacrifice worthy of the Great Being to whom it is 
offered. 

Again : The angels are examples also in harmony. 

Could we look into heaven, we should see but one 

will, and as it were but one soul, pervading the 

multitude of the heavenly host. On earth we meet 

together, it is true, in the house of God ; we kneel at 

the same moment, we listen together to the word of 

God; but we agree perhaps only in these outward 

circumstances. £ut in heaven, as voice answers to 

voice, so the will and the affections of all are 

mingled together, and hearts unite with hearts. All 

is concord and harmony, and as if it were the offering 

of one instead of myriads of spirits — the worship is 

one unbroken sacrifice and one uninterrupted song. 

But they are examples also to us in their love 

and obedience. — However little the great Ruler of 

the Universe may be honoured and loved upon earth, 

there is no want of love and obedience to Him in 

the courts above. Those blessed spirits love him as 

we ought, with all their heart, and soul, and strength. 

And this love necessarily produces a proportionate 
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obedience to His wilL Our Lord himself has pro- 
posed them as examples to us in this respect, when 
he teaches us to pray that God's will may be done 
on earth as it is in heaven, i. e., by the angels in 
heaven. In what manner do they perform it? I 
would answer — constantly, readily, and cheerfully. 
They have no choice, no will of their own. They 
choose the will of God. Whatever be the errand 
they are sent on, they alike obey and rejoice. It is 
not the employment, but the Governor who appoints 
it, to whom they bear respect. You see then what 
noble examples we are taught to propose to ourselves. 
If we take the measure of our duty from the sinful 
and corrupt inhabitants of earth, our practice must 
be low, and our ideas of holiness itself base and 
unworthy. Raise your thoughts, therefore, to another 
world, and consider its blessed inhabitants. These 
are displayed to you as examples by God himself. 
They are placed before you as your associates for 
ever. This leads me to notice one more relation in 
which angels stand to us, — viz., as our associates. 

Here upon earth the Christian is an associate 
with angels by faith, by hope, by anticipation. But 
hereafter, if we be christians indeed, we shall be more 
intimately united to them. They now rejoice over 
every penitent sinner, because they see another name 
written in heaven. They anxiously await the hour 
of bis death, that they may see another soul enter 
into glory. And with them, so bright and glorious 
and excellent, has it pleased God to fix our eternal 
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habitation. Having thus noticed some of the princi'* 
pal relations in which angels stand to man, let us 
proceed, in the second place, to consider briefly, what 
is meant by the ladder on which they appeared to 
Jacob ascending and descending. 

It seems to have been a figure or representation 
of several important points in the Divine govern- 
ment, but especially of the over^ruling providence of 
God in the world, of the mediation of Christ, and of 
the restoration of man through Him to the favour 
and communion of God. We are told, by St. James, 
that " every good gift and every perfect gift is from 
above, and cometh down from the Father of lights." 
Thus God himself appeared to Jacob at the head of 
the ladder, dispensing the gifts of His good provi- 
dence by means of the angels. His ministering ser- 
vants, sending them on errands of mercy and be- 
nevolence to the world, and receiving from them, as 
it were, an account of the manner in which they had 
executed their commissions. How beautifully does 
this represent the over-ruling providence of an all- 
wise, all-seeing God, and the intimate acquaintance 
He has with every human transaction ! Our Saviour 
assured his disciples, that not even a sparrow could 
fall to the ground without their heavenly Father's 
knowledge ; and that the very hairs of their head 
were all numbered : by which he meant to inspire 
them with full confidence in the care and protection 
of God, not only for themselves, but for the whole 
Church of Christ, which they were about to establish 
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in the world. Of this church Jacob was, in the cir* 
cumstance related in the text, a remarkable type. 
Like him, the Church of Christ, by which is meant 
His faithful people throughout the world, is the 
peculiar charge of the blessed inhabitants of heaven, 
to whose care and guardianship it is committed. 
How consoling and delightful must it be to the true 
christian to take this view of Divine Providence, to 
remember that ^* the eyes of the Lord run to and fro 
throughout the whole earth, to shew himself strong 
in behalf of those whose heart is perfect towards 
Him!" How tenifying, on the other hand, ought 
the same consideration to be to the careless and 
ungodly^ to the hypocritical professor, or the open 
profligate ! How ought they to tremble when they 
reflect that the thoughts of their hearts, as well as 
their outward actions, are all open to the sight of an 
infinitely just and holy God ; and that " there is no 
place where the workers of iniquity may hide them- 
selves !" When we reflect for a moment on the 
nature of God's over- ruling providence, on the won- 
derful and immediate interest God takes in the 
transactions of all his creatures, remembering that 
the world we inhabit is but one small spot in the 
universe over which His providence extends; the 
mind is lost in wonder at the boundless extent of His 
knowledge afld power, and is compelled to acknow- 
ledge with the Psalmist, that " truly his judgments 
are unsearchable, and His ways past finding out." 
But the ladder also afibrds a beautiful illustration 
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of the mediation of Christ, and our reconciliation to 
God through Him. By a mediator we usually un- 
derstand a person who comes in to reconcile, and to 
open a way of communication between two parties 
who are at variance, having himself something in 
common with each of them. Thus the ladder pre* 
figured Christ as partaking of the nature both of God 
and man. By its foot resting on the earth it denotes 
His human nature ; by its top reaching to heaven 
His divine nature ; and thus it represents Him as 
eminently qualified to restore that intercourse and 
communion with God, which mankind had forfeited 
through sin. Since the fall of our first parents, the 
favours we have received from God and all the gifts 
of His good providence, h^ve come to us through 
Christ, and all the prayers and feeble services we 
have offered have ascended to God through Him. 
He is our only way of access to the Father. For 
"there is none other name under heaven given 
among men whereby we may be saved." Our 
Saviour has himself declared, that '^ whosoever en* 
tereth not by the door into the sheep-fold, but 
climbeth up some other way, the same is a thief and 
a robber." Hence, we must humbly and thankfully 
receive salvation as the gift of God, and in the way 
in which He has graciously offered it to us; other- 
wise we shall be deprived of it altogether. And 
although there is but one way that leadeth unto life, 
and that way is narrow, yet it is abundantly sufficient 
for all who earnestly seek it For as the love which 
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prompted Christ to suffer for us was boundless, so 
His power of saving all who come to Him in faith 
is equally unlimited. O " seek the Lord then while 
He may be found, call upon Him while He is near !" 
Remember the gracious words of Jesus, " Him that 
Cometh unto mcy I will in no wise cast out." Come 
to Him " in faith, nothing wav^ering," and hope in 
Him, for, " with the Lord there is mercy, and with 
Him is plenteous redemption.** 
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HOSEA X. 1. 



" Israel is an empty vine, he bringeth forth 



FRUIT UNTO HIMSELF. 



i> 



WHEN God first gave the children of Israel a law 
and religious ordinances shortly after their deliver- 
ance from Egyptian bondage, they were in a slate of 
ignorance and degradation, which made them unfit 
to receive and appreciate at once the more spiritual 
parts of religion. They needed something outward 
and palpable — something that would operate imme- 
diately on their fears and hopes, and He manifest to 
their senses; and would thus serve to recal their 
thoughts continually to the presence and power of 
that God, under whose guidance and protection they 
were. God, therefore, suited his ordinances to their 
present condition. He gave them a moral law, the 
transgression of which was for the most part visited 
with temporal and immediate punishments ; and He 
gave them a ceremonial law, which kept them con- 
stantly engaged in the outward services of religion, 
wbilst at the same time it formed a striking mark of 
distinction between them and all other nations. 
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Yet even under these circumstances, the religion of 
the Jews was decidedly practical and spiritual in 
its tendencies. The moral law was designed ex- 
pressly to guide them into the paths of holiness ; and 
the ceremonial law was to prepare their minds for 
the reception of a more spiritual form of religion in 
the gospel, by putting their obedience to positive 
precepts to the test, by shewing them in its bloody 
sacrifices God's hatred of sin, and reminding them 
that without shedding of blood there was no remis- 
sion, and thus leading them to look forward to the 
great atoning sacrifice that was in due time to be 
offered for the sins of the world. Hence, it should 
have led them to hate and flee from those sins for 
which God had denounced such punishments, and 
which He would on no account forgive without 
requiring such sacrifices. Such was the practical 
tendency of their law. And accordingly we find 
them afterwards repeatedly charged by the Prophets 
of the Lord, not so much with neglecting to perform 
the outward services of their religion, as with failing 
to bring forth those fruits of righteousness, without 
which all religion is but an empty name. Of this 
kind is the charge brought against them by the 
Prophet Hosea in the text, under the similitude of a 
vine, to which the Church of God imder the Jewish, 
as well as the Christian dispensation, is frequently 
compared. The vine, though a weak and unpromis- 
ing tree in its outward appearance, is spreading, 
fruitful, and highly profitable, when its quality is 
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good. '^ Israel/' however, is charged with being 
** an empty vine^^ bringing forth frnit unto himselfl 
They either brought forth no fruit all, or if they did 
BOy if they performed any duties, or appeared to 
cultivate any becoming dispositions, it was not for 
the glory of God, or with any view to please Him, 
but merely to answer their own selfish ends. Hence, 
as that vine may truly be called an empty and fruit- 
less one which bears no fruit for its ownei's profit, 
their religion, as it produced no good works or holy 
disposidons to the glory of God, was justly stigma- 
tized as a fruitless religion. My object in speaking 
particularly of the practical tendency of the religion 
of Israel, was to impress upon you the important 
truth, that, if their religion was spiritual and practi- 
cal in its tendencies, much more is ours; that, if 
they who lived under the Mosaic Law, which was 
but introductory to the Gospel, were condemned and 
punished on account of a fruitless religion, much 
more shall we who enjoy clearer light, and live 
under that confessedly more spiritual dispensation, 
of which theirs was but typical ; much more shall 
tee, I say, fall into condemnation, if with the name 
and privileges of christians we content burselves 
with the leaves of profession, and bring no fruit to 
perfection. With a view to guarding against tibis, 
let me (1st) endeavour to point out the causes and the 
symptoms of a fruitless religion. (Sndly)— Suggest 
some inquiries, which may help us to ascertain what 
the true character of our religion is. 
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And (First) in tracing the causes of a fruitless 
religion, we must go in the first place to the foun« 
tain-head of all the evil and misery that is in the 
world; and that is the sinful and depraved nature 
(the effect of the fall) which we all bring into the 
world with us. This corrupt principle has infected 
every part of us, not only the understanding, but the 
will and the affections. It leads us, until it is coun* 
teracted by the grace of God, to withdraw our best 
affections from Him who is the author and the 
source of all good ; and to fix them supremely upon 
low and unworthy objects and earthly enjoyments. 
It thus creates in every man a natural distaste and 
aversion to holy and spiritual services, until men 
feel that they are more or less guilty before God, 
and that something is necessary to satisfy His justice 
and avert His wrath. There is a consciousness that 
they need some form or degree of religion to ensure 
their safety. And if they live, as we do, in a chris- 
tian land, they embrace, outwardly at least, the 
christian religion. They profei^s a belief in the 
great truths of the gospel, a faith in Christ crucified, 
and a hope of being saved by Him. But still there 
is the natural aversion to spiritual services and to 
the habitual practice of holiness, as strong in them 
as ever. They have no real love for the Saviour 
who has died that they may live ; they do not admire 
the beauty of holiness as displayed in His character, 
nor do they feel any desire, or make any effort, to 
be restored to His likeness* They are only influ- 
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enced bj occasional fears or pangs of conviction; 
and these of so slight a kind, as not to produce an^ 
very serious or lasting impression. These convic- 
tions are just enough, however, to make them feel 
that something must be done to quiet conscience ; 
and as they vainly think, to propitiate God's favour- 
And since they cannot bear the spirituality of God's 
law which requires them to deny themselves, and to 
mortify all their corrupt affections ; as they know 
nothing, and wish to know nothing, of the great 
gospel duties of repentance, and works meet for 
repentance, and faith which worketh by love — they 
endeavour to compromise the matter by professions 
of faith, and by attention to some of the outward 
services of religion, without troubling themselves to 
inquire whether they are bringing forth its proper 
fruits, whether their motives, feelings, and conduct 
towards others are habitually influenced by the spirit 
of genuine piety. In short, they are content to have 
the form of godliness without its power. It' is com- 
paratively easy for them to perform some occasional 
acts of devotion, to go occasionally, or even frequently, 
to the house of God, to repeat a prayer at stated 
times in private, and sometimes to read the word of 
God ; these duties are comparatively easy : they 
cost little or no self-denial and watchfulness, so long 
as they regard them as endsy and not as tneanSf^ to 
bring them to the practices of christian virtue or 
holiness, and they can go on following their own 
devices. But it is not so easy to do what all religious 
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services are designed to lead them to, — ^riz., to love 
God supremelj, to subdue their sinful appetites and 
passions, to mortify their pride and vanity, their anger 
and covetousness, their envy and malice, to forgive 
and love their enemies, to bridle their tongue, and 
io set their face as a flint against sin, whether it 
appears in themselves or others. This, brethren, is 
a far more difficult task. It is one which men by 
nature abhor and shrink from, and which they cannot 
perform in their own strength. And so long as they 
can silence the voice of conscience with some out- 
ward forms, they will not attempt it Hence that 
which they call their religion is empty and fruitless. 
And in the duties they do perform, like Israel, whom 
the prophet reproves in my text, they have not 
really in view the glory and honour of God, but their 
own self-complacency and satisfaction. And how 
miserable is their delusion if in this way they think 
to avert the wrath of God ! They are like a head- 
strong, disobedient child, who should think to pacify 
his father by begging his pardon at certain times 
and professing great love for him, yet still persisting 
in the same practices by which he had so often 
offended him. But let us remember that one or two 
disinterested self-denying acts of obedience are worth 
infinitely more as a test of character and feeling, 
than the most fulsome professions of reverence and 
love. We may conclude, then, that a fruitless reli- 
gion springs out of the consciousness which all or 
most men have, that some form or degree of religion 

K 
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is necessary in order to secure them from the just 
wrath of God, together with the natural and unsub- 
dued aversion to spiritual exercises, to the mortifica- 
tion of sin and the cultivation of holy dispositions. 
Their acts of devotion are not truly spiritual acts. 
Not being sensible of their own deadness and 
danger, nor feeling the constant necessity of a 
divine influence to renew and purify their souls, 
they do not pray with fervour that God will grant 
them His Holy Spirit, who alone can give them the 
will and the power to abound in good works to the 
glory of God ; nor are they animated by that motive 
which would constrain them to watchfulness and 
activity, — viz., the love of Christ, and the desire to 
promote His cause in the world. 

And this leads me to speak (secondly) of the 
symptoms of a fruitless religion. The charge brought 
against Israel by the prophet is, that '^ he brought 
forth fruit unto himself." Now, it may perhaps 
seem paradoxical (to involve a contradictipn) to 
say that one symptom of a man's religion being 
fruitless is, that he brings forth fruit unto himself. 
It is nevertheless true. The genuine fiuits of the 
Spirit, springing from the fear and love of God, 
shed abroad in the heart by the Holy Ghosl^ 
redound to the glory of that grace by which they 
are produced, and also to the good of man; for 
he who bears them shines in a more or less 
widely-extended sphere as a light in the world. 
But when a professing Christian is influenced in ihe 
^rfprmance of his duties either to God, to himself. 
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or his neighbour, by inferior and false motives; 
when self in any form, and not the glory of God, 
is habitually made the end of his actions ; then his 
duties, though outwardly the same, become morally 
changed : the fruits he brings forth lose their true 
nature ; they may retain indeed their colour to the 
eye of man, but they are juiceless and savourless 
to an all-seeing God. Present interests, the desire of 
man's approbation, or the vain idea that he can 
do something intrinsically meritorious, and make 
God his debtor, these things may furnish a man 
with motives to the performance of duties right in 
themselves, and useful to himself and others ; but 
viewed as the fruits of genuine religion, so long as 
they spring from these motives^ they are worthless. 
He is still an " empty vine, bringing forth fruit 
unto himself." But to describe these symptoms 
more minutely, I should say, that the character of a 
man's religion is worse than doubtful, when he ab- 
stains from any sins to which he may be prone out of 
fear or respect for those about him, rather than from 
the fear of God : or when he assumes different cha- 
racters according to the company in which he may 
happen to be, changing colour as it were with the 
varying state of the atmosphere in which he moves. 
Another symptom, closely connected with the one 
just mentioned is, when a man is more watchful over 
himself in public than in private \ more careful to 
bridle his tongue, to control his temper, to appear 
kind, generous, and forgiving before those whom he 
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respects, and whose favour he wishes to secure, than 
in his own family, or with those whose opinion he 
does not much value. — Again, you not unfirequently 
meet with persons, who content themselves with 
abstaining from certain sins which would bring dis« 
credit on them, and to which perhaps they are not 
often or not very stronffly tempted, but who look 
with an indulgent eye upon others quite as bad, to 
which they are constantly tempted and as constantly 
give way. These they look upon as infirmities, so 
interwoven into their very nature, that it is hopeless 
to struggle against them. To abstain from the 
former class of sins, costs them little or no effort^ 
and they do it with what they would gladly deem 
heroic resolution ; but to watch and strive against 
the risings of pride, and envy, and angry tempers ; 
against covetous or intemperate desires, and sinfol 
imaginations, is a task, which, because it is too 
painful and troublesome for them, they persuade 
themselves is hopeless and needless.^— Another symp* 
tom of a fruitless religion and a very important one^ 
is when greater attention is shewn to the outward 
and public services of religion, to the neglect of 
private devotion. You sometimes find persons who 
make a great profession, whose religion seems to 
consist almost, if not altogether, in hurrying bojon^ 
one religious assembly to another, with little regard 
to the difference in the doctrine they may hear^ and 
without caring to inquire whether they are applying 
themselves with proportionate earnestness to thoaa 
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private devotional exerciseSi that secret comniunioii 
with God, without which religion cannot thrive in 
the soul. They live, if I may so speak, in a per- 
petual whirl of religious dissipation, and they too 
often mistalie the excitement occasioned by having 
their feelings wrought upon from time to time, for 
the true spirit of devotion. But follow such persons 
into their closet, and then you will probably find a 
grievous deficiency in secret prayer and serious 
meditation, in the study of God's word, in self^ 
examination, in humiliation of soul, and confession 
of sin before God. Hence their hearts that are so 
often melted for a moment, like wax, as quickly cool 
and grow hard again. Their religion is made up of 
sudden and violent impulses, and has no calm, 
settled, habitual influence on the character and 
conduct. We know how it sometimes happens, 
that when the stem and leaves of a plant are over 
luxurious, the fruit suffers or even withers away. 
So it is with the characters we are now describing. 
The fiuits of their religion are smothered by the 
leaves. They are like a man who, in his too great 
anxiety to nourish his body, should take his meals 
in such rapid succession as to leave himself no time 
for digestion and exercise. Such a one, so far 
from being strengthened by his food, would grow 
lean and feeble. And so do they; their self-com- 
placency is perhaps kept up; but their religion 
languishes, and firequently at length dies away. 
Such are some of the ordinary symptoms of what 
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may truly be called a fruitless religion. It is well 
for every one to be acquainted with them, in order 
that he may be on the watch for, and detect thein, 
whenever they appear in himself. And for this 
reason I proceed, in conclusion, to suggest some 
inquiries which may help us to ascertain the real 
character of our religion. 

And (first) in reference to personal duties, let 
me recommend you often and seriously to inquire, 
whether your religion is making you more sensi- 
tive to sin, and especially whether it is making you 
more watchful against the sins that do most easily 
beset you, and more determined, in the strength 
of the Redeemer, to resist and overcome them. Let 
us remember that it is in the struggles against 
Javourite or besetting sins, sins to which we axe 
naturally most prone, or which from long indul- 
gence have grown into settled habits ; it is in 
this that the christian principle is most tried, and 
in which its utmost strength ought to be exerted. 
The heart knoweth its own bitterness, and every one 
knows, or may easily know, what are his besetting 
sins. Let each one then diligently observe wliat 
these are, and concentrate all the powers of his 
religious principle to overcome them. — Consider 
generally too whether your religion is making you 
more careful in the government of the tongue. 
This is a most important and difficult part of chris- 
tian duty. Are you then becoming more and more 
careful to keep the door of your lips, not only 
-^t no profane or grossly sinful words may escs 
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from them, but so as to refrain from slander and 
backbiting, from those harsh and uncharitable say- 
ings which may injure your neighbour, as well as 
from vain and unprofitable conversation, and any 
expressions which may give the enemies of God 
a handle against you, and injure the cause of the 
religion you profess? — Consider also, whether you 
are daily striving to acquire a more lively and abid- 
ing sense of the presence of God, and of the infinite 
purity and holiness of His nature. This we know 
full well, is one of the most powerful restraints upon 
sin; and in proportion to the force and vividness 
with which we realize by faith this great truth, will 
be our strength and our success in overcoming 
temptation. — Another serious inquiry which I would 
recommend you to make, is in reference to relative 
duties. Consider whether you are sensible of an 
increasing love for the souls as well as the bodies of 
yoiu: fellow-creatures, especially of your families 
and those dependant on you, and whether you are 
anxious and diligent in your endeavours to promote 
their spiritual good. Are you striving not only by 
precept and advice, but by the force of example, by 
the silent but powerful influence which piety and 
integrity of conduct have upon the minds of the 
young, to lead those about you into the ways of true 
religion? Are you seeking to inspire them with 
reverence and love for God and Christ, by letting 
them see how you value the privilege of approaching 
Grod through such an All-prevailing Mediator, and 
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by thankfully improviiig erery opportunity of wor- 
shippiDg Him in this His own house, of hearing 
His word, and praying to Him in the fiaunily as weU 
as in the closet ? Believe me, brethren, the force of 
example, etpecially upon the jfoung, is far greater 
than many are inclined to think, and without it the 
rery best instructions will often be thrown away.— ^ 
Nor must social duties be omitted in inquiries of 
this kind; those duties I mean which we owe to 
each other as members of society, and subjects of 
the same sovereign. Consider whether your religion 
is making you better subjects, more anxious to pro* 
mote the peace and order and harmony of society, 
submitting yourselves to the powers that be, accord- 
ing to the apostle's exhortation, ^^ not only for wrath, 
but for conscience sake.'* Believe me, this is no 
unimportant fruit of true religion, especially in times 
like these, when the seeds of disorder and anarchy 
are sowed thickly through the land, and numbers 
are only restr^ned by the fear of physical force, 
from bursting the barrier of laws, divine and human, 
and directing the wild current of their furious pas- 
sions full against the public peace. Let us take 
care then, brethren, that in this as well as in other 
important points, the influence of our religion is 
seen and felt — Once more, with respect to your 
religious duties, properly so called : consider whether 
you find in yourself a gradually increasing taste for, 
and enjoyment of spiritual exercises, or at least a 
deeper regret that your taste for them is not keener. 
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Is the word of God becoming more constantly your 
study, and the subject of your meditations ? '^ O 
how I love thy law," said David, " it is my medita- 
tion day and night*" Are you beginning to have a 
high value for the public ordinances of God, and to 
be able in some degree to enter into the Psalmist's 
feelings, when, cut off from the worship of the sanc- 
tuary, he exclaimed, " How amiable are thy taber- 
nacles, O Lord of Hosts: my soul longeth, yea, even 
fainteth for the courts of the Lord ; my heart and 
my voice crieth out for the living God !" — Lastly, 
consider whether you have learnt to prize the bless- 
ings of the baptismal covenant, and especially the 
privilege of meeting around the table of the Lord, to 
commemorate His dying love, and to seek strength 
and refreshment for your souls, by partaking in faith 
of the sacred emblems of His body and blood ? Let 
us remember that a profession of religion is utterly 
inconsistent with the habitual neglect of this holy 
ordinance ; and that in the iBjrst ages of the Church, 
a professing Christian, who wilfully neglected the 
Lord's Supper, would no more have been deemed 
a true disciple of Jesus, than a Jew would have 
been looked upon as a true child of Abraham, who 
refused to keep the Passover. Be assured the spirit 
of genuine religion will produce a gradually increas- 
ing love and value for the divine ordinances, and 
especially for this most precious and important one. 
Where this is slighted and under-valued, I fear there 
must be a radical defect 
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I hare suggested some points for inquiry in 
reference to the character and fruits of religion, 
which, however hasty and incomplete, may, I trust, 
serve as hints for further investigation. May God 
by his Holy Spirit make the consideration of them 
profitable to our souls, and grant ^ that being now 
made free from sin and become servants to God, 
ye may have your fruit unto holiness, and the end 
everlasting life.'* 



THE END. 



FEIKTED BY WM. BEMBOSE, DEBBT. 



